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Editor’s note:  The next Review will be for 
March 2022.  Items for inclusion need to 
reach me  by 20th February.  Thank you.  
Editor:  sheila@sheilabrain.com  

Cover photo:  Mimosa Tree currently flowering in my own garden—Editor 



5 

 

           Serving tea/coffee 
Volunteers are still needed to help to serve tea 
and coffee after the service on Sunday.  If more 
people are willing to share this task, then the 

rota can be spread out to make it less demanding. Training 
offered!  Please consider whether this is something you can 
offer to do.  Just sign the rota on the noticeboard.   

Worship in February 
Sunday 6th February:     Revd Barbara Bennett  

                                                 with Holy Communion  

Sunday 13th February:     Revd Sabrina Groeschel  

Sunday 20th February:    Revd Iain McDonald 

Sunday 27th February      Revd Peter Brain 

Our church motto: 
“Within these walls let no-one be a stranger” 

Vacancy Update 
The Elders and Vacancy Committee are pleased to report 
that we are in preliminary discussions with a prospective 
minister and hope to have more information to share very 
soon. Please understand that we will not be able to give 
details until we gone through the first stages and the 
Vacancy Committee is ready to make a recommendation 
that she should come to meet the church and lead worship.   
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Reflection for Sunday January 30th   
Revd Michael Diffey 

1 Corinthians 13:1-13; Luke 4:21-30  

According to Luke, when Jesus addressed the congregation in 
Nazareth, the town where he had been brought up, All spoke 
well of him and were amazed at the gracious words that 
came from his mouth. They said, "Is not this Joseph's son?" 
But then something happened,  the mood changed and 
became ugly. Luke says (verse 28/29) that  "all in the 
synagogue were filled with rage. They got up, drove him out 
of the town, and led him to the brow of the hill  on which 
their town was built, so that they might hurl him off the cliff. 
Whatever caused this very dramatic change?  
Luke places this story at the very beginning of Jesus’ ministry,  
not out of concern for chronology, but to present his readers 
with a summary or preview of his ministry, and indeed of the 
ministry of the church recorded in the book of Acts (also 
written by Luke). In other words - the story of Jesus and the 
early church writ small so we can see it clearly. 

Just as the crowds, at the prompting of the religious leaders, 
later turned on Jesus and demanded his crucifixion so also 
the people of Nazareth became enraged at his preaching and 
attempted to throw him off a cliff. This is an example of the 
way people often respond to the ministry of Jesus which is 
repeated over and over again and throughout the ages. The 
Fourth Gospel also refers to the hostility Jesus’ appearance  
provoked “He came to what was his own, and his own people 
did not accept him”. (John1:11)  We might ask, Why did his 
own people, turn against him? 
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Almost certainly, according to Luke,  the good news Jesus 
announced was not intended just for them, but  for others 
beyond the local community of Nazareth, beyond the cosy 
company of family and friends and the  comforting familiarity 
of the Hebrew tradition. Jesus was hinting that  he did not 
just belong to his parents, nor to the synagogue, nor the Jews 
but to the whole of humankind. To emphasise this he 
referred them to their own scripture—to a time when there 
was a great famine in the days of Elijah. Although there were 
many widows in Israel, Elijah was sent to a widow in Sidon!  
Sidon is outside Israel! Then there was a time when there 
was an outbreak of leprosy in Israel, but Elisha was sent to 
somebody from Syria - an old enemy of Israel. 

The problem with the people of Nazareth was not doubt. The 
problem is that they assumed certain privileges for 
themselves, and no one else. They wanted to keep Jesus all 
for themselves; they were the ones who deserved God’s 
favour. They were too possessive and resented God's favour 
being extended to outsiders. 

Throughout the Bible there are examples of God caring for 
outsiders as Jesus was so willing to point out to them. But 
such stories provoked rage in the people of Nazareth. They 
were in a kind of cultural bondage,  imprisoned by their own 
provincialism. That was the reason their rejection of Jesus. 
Jesus did not move on from them because he was rejected. 
Rather, Jesus was rejected because he moved on. 
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Reflection continued:  

There is a human propensity, which is present in almost 
every institution, family, church, race, and nation to claim a 
monopoly of special privileges. It is a condition called 
possessiveness. It is cliquish, private and exclusive. It’s afraid 
of outsiders and indifferent to them.  

Paul’s First Letter to the Corinthians, (1Cor.13:1-13), is often 
the reading many couples choose to be read on the 
occasion of their marriage. But it is not just meant for 
married couples. Whenever we draw boundaries around 
this love, when we keep it to ourselves , It is diminished, and 
it becomes exclusive; but love by definition is INCLUSIVE. 

When congregations regard the church more for themselves 
than for the world; whenever we see no need to understand 
other cultures or races; when we are afraid to explore  and 
accept other traditions; when nations spend more money 
defending themselves than aiding the common right of all 
humanity; when we fear outsiders we deny God’s universal 
love and cut ourselves off from love’s healing influence. 
Whenever churches invest more in their own survival, cling 
to the past  rather than engage in mission, we alienate Jesus 
who forever moves on ahead of us. 

The Good News which Jesus announced is not something 
we can possess. It is Good News to all and not least to the 
vulnerable, the oppressed, the poor and the alienated. We 
can be part of that movement, agents of hope and 
reconciliation,  justice and solidarity, or we can keep it to 
ourselves. Jesus passed through the midst of them. and 
moved on. He had a mission to fulfil, and he still does.  "Let 
me go," he says, but even better “come with me”.  As you 
move on, I will be with you! 
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Love and congratulations to all who celebrate an 
anniversary or birthday in February 

News of the Church Family 
Pat Chapman is now at home, recovering from her surgery. 
Noel Harrower is still in Sidmouth hospital with a broken hip 
but hopes to be home soon after rehabilitation.  Elisabeth 
Edmondson has also been in hospital and is recovering at 
home. Geoff Wilcox is unwell and needing increased support   

               Ministry of Flowers 
Please do tell me if you would like to provide 
the flowers on a particular date.  This could be 
either fresh flowers or perhaps a new artificial 
arrangement.                                                          Lyn Bellamy 

Important notice 
Jenny Newman has a new email address,  

Please make a note of the new address for your records: 
jhnewman1943@gmail.com 

Unfortunately, when installing the new computer, most of 
the data stored on the old one got lost.  This includes all of 
her e-mail contact list.  Jenny would be most grateful if  
people would send her an e-mail to the new address, so 
that she can then add your name to the computer.  



10 

 

                  Church Finance 
After long negotiations with NatWest bank, we 
now at last have a new  church  bank  account!   
There has been a massive change in banking 
practice over the last two years, as with so many other 
aspects of our lives,  which means that most payments are 
now electronic rather than by cheque or cash.  This is a 
much more secure system and saves the Treasurer having to 
carry large amounts to pay in over the counter at the bank.  

Thank you to all of you who have already changed your 
payments to the new Glenorchy bank account. If you 
haven’t already do so, please arrange to do it as soon as 
possible as the CAF account will be closed soon. If instead 
you would prefer to make your regular donations using our 
Envelope Scheme please contact  Sheila Johnstone. 
If there is anyone who currently uses Envelopes or loose 
cash who would like to set up a regular payment through 
their bank, Sheila Johnstone or Jean Curl can provide all the 
necessary information. 

         Church Accounts 
         Calling all Church Organisations 

 
The Church Accounts are now in preparation..  Please will 
the Treasurer of church organisation  complete your own 
accounts as soon as possible and pass them to Brian Fisher 
for examination.  Thanks to Brian for taking this on again.  
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Once again, we are putting out an appeal for more 
volunteers to share out the jobs around the church.  Please 
do think very carefully about whether you might have a bit 
of spare time to offer, and might help out in any of the 
following ways, to relieve the load on the shrinking number 
of core people who are carrying  all the load.  We are not 
expecting great expertise, just a willingness to offer a small 
skill you may have.  
 
Pulpit Supply: Keep the list of ministers willing to lead 
worship (Lyn has this and can pass it on) and contact them 
to arrange dates for visits. Lyn can also pass on a copy of the 
standard letter sent to them with our Order of Service for 
them to return.  This is easily done by email if you have a 
computer, but that is not essential - as Lyn can testify.  The 
job will be much easier once we have a minister again! 

Health & Safety:  Val Nuttall has done all the groundwork 
and has all the details put together in a folder .  It just needs 
someone willing to keep the records up to date and note 
down any accidents that might happen (very rare!)  

Communion preparation: People willing to help to prepare 
the wine (can be done on Saturday morning) and bring 
bread to put out on Sunday morning, and then to help clear 
away afterwards.  Only once a month—and less often if 
several people share the job.  Offers of help to Jenny, please.  

Please talk to the relevant person if you feel able to help 
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              Walking Group 
 Friday February 11th : Budleigh Salterton  

Walk from Budleigh Salterton to the old railway track  then 
to the white bridge and along the  river Otter to the sea 
front.   Stop for coffee along seafront if in need of caffeine. 

Meet at 10am in the Budleigh free car park (follow the road 
up on the right in front of the Budleigh public hall entrance).
          Contact:   Peter Street (tel: 266005) 

Enjoying a sunny December day in Sidmouth 

Feeling brassed off?   
Want to put a shine on things?  

       Here’s another little job needing 
a volunteer.  From time to time the brass in church needs a 
bit of a polish to keep it sparkling.  If you are handy with a 
duster, could you offer to help?   A simple job, but one that 
is much appreciated.  Offers to Jenny, please.  
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                    LUNCHTIME CONCERTS 
 2nd February: Joyce Clarke (piano)   Joyce very 
kindly agreed to step into the breach when the 
artists already booked pulled out for family reasons.  Joyce 
has played for us several times and is also the pianist with 
the Beacon Piano Trio. 
9th February:   Bel Canto with conductor Alan Boxer.   They 
are a small choral group who sing unaccompanied (a 
capella).   They have performed for us before, though not 
for a couple of years.   Alan is a member of Wood Farm 
Wind Quintet where he plays bassoon. 
16th February: Annabel Rooney (cello) and Josephine 
Pickering (piano).  Annabel has played for us before and is 
the daughter of Ian and Josephine McLaughlan from our  
congregation.  Josephine is well known to us as an 
accompanist. 
23rd February: Alison Burnett (soprano) and David Davies 
(piano)   It's a while since Alison has sung for us.  David 
Davies is now much involved with the music at Buckfast 
Abbey which means he is isn't generally available at a 
lunchtime as Buckfast have seven services a day.   He is also 
an organist and has the record with us for the largest 
audience we've ever had.  His organ concert attracted an 
audience of 103 a few years back.                             David Lee 

Church Choir 
I hope the Covid 19 situation will have improved by March to 
enable us to prepare to sing for Holy Week and Easter. I hope 
we can resume regular choir practices at 3.30 pm on Friday 
18th March. If you enjoy singing, please come and join us. 
                     Peter Johnstone 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=piano+cartoons&view=detail&id=6B66275A8A97BBF4574DE335A49242D1EB9C1A08&first=121&FORM=IDFRIR
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Mission Committee update 
 

We have chosen our three good causes for 2022 and will be 
reporting on them during the year here in the Review and 
on our notice board in the hall. 

1 We are sticking with Rehoboth, the gallant family living 
near Bulawayo in Zimbabwe. Mark and Dorcas Nicholson 
have brought up a dozen adopted children, several of whom 
are approaching adulthood, as well as serving tirelessly in 
their local church and community. Mark was a client of 
Exmouth Open Door many years back, so we feel a special 
interest in this ministry. 

2 We are returning to support Mercy Ships whose floating 
hospital calls at many ports around Africa and occasionally 
elsewhere, delivering top-class health care to coastal 
communities who would otherwise certainly miss out. This 
is a distinctively Christian ministry of healing in every sense. 

3 For our local UK-based charity we are staying with the 
theme of healing and plan to support Hospicecare, which 
has a 12-bed unit in Exeter but delivers most of its care in 
the homes of patients. Currently they are running a major 
appeal and we felt it right to support this. We shall feature 
their work during the Mission Sunday service on March 27. 
If you are reading this on-line click to find out more at 
https://www.seewaytrust.org/zimbabwe  
https://www.mercyships.org.uk/who-we-are/vision/  
https://www.hospiscare.co.uk/  
And please put in your diary a special springtime ‘favourite 
readings’ on Tuesday afternoon March 29. More details 
next time.                    Peter Brain 

https://www.seewaytrust.org/zimbabwe
https://www.mercyships.org.uk/who-we-are/vision/
https://www.hospiscare.co.uk/
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The news media seem to have forgotten about the climate 
emergency.  First it was the mutated “omicron” virus that 
stole the headlines. Then another matter, which would have 
been considered trivial before the pandemic – drinks parties 
at Number 10 – has gained “national importance”. Also the 
embarrassments of the royal family are picked over in detail.   
Far from trivial: the Russian army grouping along the border 
of Ukraine…   But all these are a distraction from the serious 
emergency which faces the whole world – Climate Change. 

With more extreme weather in Britain - repeated heat waves 
in summer – storms and flooding. With the rise in sea level  
wiping out communities across the world.  United Nations 
representatives at COP26 in Glasgow in November promised 
to work to slow down global temperature rise. 

Here are some of the promises made: 1. Cutting down 
emissions of greenhouse gases. 2. “Phasing down” the use of 
fossil fuels. 3. Stopping deforestation by protecting forests 
and replanting trees. 4. Compensation from richer to poorer 
countries for damage already caused by climate change.      
5. Finance from richer countries to help poorer countries 
adapt to changes which will affect them in the future. 

In connection with 1.  A standardised emissions reporting 
system with reports every five years. Also improvements to 
the system of “carbon credits” which aim to balance carbon 
emissions with carbon storage schemes (including trees). 

Even if other “news” hides the reporting of progress with 
this, let us pray that nations around the world endeavour to 
keep to their promises.                                      Peter Johnstone 
 

Eco Matters 
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Ecumenical News and  
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 

On 8th December Rev Paul Snell, County Ecumenical Officer 
for Devon, came to Exmouth with a group of senior church 
leaders. They visited a number of churches and held a 
meeting for local representatives at Holy Trinity Church. 
Jenny Newman and I attended that meeting at which several 
projects in Exmouth were discussed. The leaders commented 
positively about the level of co-operation in the town. 

On Monday 13th December several Exmouth ministers held a 
retreat meeting in Buckfast at which they discussed the 
future of ecumenical life in the town. 

Usually in January the week including 18th is designated The 
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity in Britain and Ireland. 
Here in Exmouth we usually have weekday lunchtime prayer 
meetings and a Joint Service on the following Sunday. 

Unfortunately no lunchtime meetings took place in January 
2021 and January 2022 – because of the Covid 19 situation. 

This year, however, a Joint Service was held at Brixington 
Community Church on Sunday evening 23rd January. About 
60 people attended from the town churches, including 3 of 
us from Glenorchy. The service included several hymns, 
beginning with To God be the Glory and a number of modern 
hymns (such as used on “Songs of Praise” on television). All 
were accompanied by two guitars and drumkit – with words 
displayed using the church’s impressive audio-visual system. 
Prayers, reading, and sermon were delivered by 
representatives of different churches. 
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(cont…) Towards the end of the service leaders of the 
Baptists, Methodists, the Chapel, the Community Church, 
the Salvation Army, Holy Trinity and Littleham signed a 
declaration  that they recognised the validity of each others’ 
traditions and would seek to work cooperatively on projects 
in our town, trying to avoid duplication.         Peter Johnstone 

Work Club news 
At the Work Club we have been rather 
surprised at the low numbers of clients 
coming each Thursday morning. Surely it 
cannot be that we are not offering toast and 

marmalade – everything else is as before lock-down! 

We offer help with a good CV, help with on-line job 
applications and personal advice and support. We have six 
new laptops, mostly paid for by a grant from the County 
Council, to replace the old ones which were slowing down 
and sometimes stopping altogether. 

Simon Skidmore leads the team of advisers and support 
staff who are in good heart even on quiet mornings. 
Between times he is active on Facebook highlighting 
vacancies; if you are reading this on-line, click here. 
We especially invite Review readers who are members of 
the Co-op to choose the Work Club as their ‘preferred good 
cause’ for 2022;  a few years back this generated around 
£5k so well worth doing.                Peter Brain 

 

https://www.facebook.com/search/top?q=glenorchy%20work%20club%20exmouth
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World Day of Prayer 2022  
Friday 4th March at 2.30pm 

The annual service will be at Holy Trinity Church                            

The service has been arranged by Christian women from 
England, Wales and Northern Ireland (Scotland has its own 
order of service). 
The service is open to all, and will be followed by a time for 
fellowship and refreshments. If you haven’t been to one of 
these services before, please come and celebrate with people 
from many churches in Exmouth.                   Sheila Johnstone 

Book Aid 
Do you have any spare Bibles or Bible commentaries you 
don’t use? Any version, except the New English Bible.  No 
hymn books or Bible reading notes.  The books are shipped 
to Africa for students training to be pastors.   
Books can be collected, please contact Jenny  on 275457 

Cookies Corner 
 
Cookie has managed to fill her boxes with marmalade.  
Most varieties will be available on the first Saturday of 
the month at the Coffee Morning.  Contact Jenny if you 
would like a jar delivered:  tel 275457 

Christian Response to Eastern Europe 
Please note that the warehouse is currently closed. 
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Fairtrade Fortnight is approaching and the 
focus for Exmouth will be Tuesday March 1. 
In the morning there will be the annual 
schools conference at Beacon School, with a 

full  programme for pupils from local Junior Schools. 

Then in the afternoon (rather than a Welsh 
theme!) we shall hold a Pancake Party, since it 
is Shrove Tuesday. This will be in All Saints Hall 
on Exeter Road, and everyone is welcome, 
from 5.00pm for an hour. 
Admission free but a donation would be expected. 
Special Fairtrade pancakes will be available ( -they taste 
much like any others!) with other FT refreshments and a 
good selection of Traidcraft items for sale. 
We hope there will be a contribution from a Fairtrade  
producer, either by Zoom or (more likely) on a recording. 

On Saturday 5th March there will be a Fairtrade stall at the 
Coffee Morning with an opportunity to buy Fairtrade goods.  

 

Exmouth has been a Fairtrade 
Town since 2010.  So we had 
planned an anniversary dinner 
for 2020 (!) but now it should 
actually happen this April.  
More on this next month. 
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We would like to wish all of you a very Happy New Year. 

 In 2021 we supplied a total of 2177 parcels of food feeding 
4405 people. In addition, we also supplied 128 Christmas 
parcels which we hope brought a bit of extra Christmas 
cheer and help for folk during the festive season. 

Unfortunately we are again starting to see a rise in the 
number of people needing our help. Sadly the increase seen 
in the cost of food and utility bills is compounding the 
situation. All of this came to the attention of the ITV 
Westcountry news who came to film the Food Bank in action 
on the 14th December and many of you may have watched 
it. Although demand for our services has gone up, donations 
of food and money have too. We are continually amazed by 
your generosity and we just couldn’t provide for our 
neighbours in our community without you. Thank you for 
your continuing support. We are very grateful for the 
wonderful support of Open Door in Exmouth, who provided 
a special “Love Your Neighbour” gift voucher to go inside our 
Christmas parcels. This will enable folk to enjoy a hot meal 
and a warm welcome at their community cafe, which is valid 
until October 2022. 

Current needs are for tinned fish, tinned cold meat, instant 
potato, bottled squash, long life milk, tinned vegetables, 
instant coffee and toilet rolls. We would also be grateful for 
any cleaning products or nappies and we desperately need 
bags for life please.        
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Puzzle Corner 
All aboard! 
 
Originally called Pelican 
Sunk on May 7, 1915 
Captain Cook’s ship 
The greatest pre-war French trans-Atlantic liner 
The fastest P&O liner 
The fastest 1916 battleship 
P&O flagship which joined the Falklands war 
Off to Treasure Island! 
Could be Royal 
 
No answers specified for the  December Christmas carols —how many did 
you find?  
 

Foodbank Extra 

We are still supporting along with other agencies the 12 

Afghan refugee families who are temporarily staying in the 

area. In particular we are able to supply them with baby 

products, nappies and toiletries. We have recently supplied 

them with the ingredients they needed for the families to 

have cooking lessons. This has meant not just learning how 

to cook, but also brought about a chance to make new 

friends and to become more familiar with our language and 

culture. They have really enjoyed and appreciated this. 

Elizabeth Reed          Exmouth Foodbank    
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…                                         Answers to January puzzle 

Sign up, sign up for church work, 
Is this the job for you? 
Find preachers leading worship?  
It’s not so hard to do…. 
Watch out for Health & Safety, 
Or polishing the brass? 
Bring bread for the communion, 
Pour wine into each glass?  
 
Sign up, sign up for church work, 
There’s lots of jobs to do. 
Perhaps you’d help on Sundays 
Serve tea - and coffee, too?  
We’ll soon be needing Elders,  
To help care for our church; 
Whatever skills you’re hiding  
- Don’t leave us in the lurch!  

More verses for  
that hymn...  
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* Tea/coffee served in the hall from 12 noon before concerts 

Tuesday 1st 

2pm Elders Meeting 

Wednesday 2nd  
10am Art Group 
*12.30 Lunchtime concert 

Thursday 3rd 

9.15am  Work Club 

Saturday 5th 
10am   Coffee Morning 

Sunday 6th 

10.30am Family Service  
with Holy Communion  
Revd Barbara Bennett 

Wednesday 9th 

10am  Art Group 
*12.30 Lunchtime concert 

Thursday 10th 

9.15am  Work Club 

Friday 11th 
Walking Group (see p12) 

Saturday 12th 

10am   Coffee Morning 

Sunday 13th 

10.30am Family Service  
Revd Sabrina Groeschel 

 
 

Wednesday 17th 
10am Art Group 
*12.30 Lunchtime concert 

Thursday 18th 

9.15am  Work Club 

Saturday 19th 

10am Coffee Morning 

Sunday 20th 

10.30am Family Service 
Revd Iain McDonald 

Monday 25th  to  
Saturday 5th March 
Fairtrade fortnight.  Look for 
Fairtrade offers in local shops.  

Tuesday 22nd 

2pm Glenorchy Crafters 

Wednesday 23rd   
10am  Art Group 
*12.30 Lunchtime concert 

Thursday 24th 

9.15am  Work Club 

Saturday 26th 

10am   Coffee Morning 

Sunday 27th 

10.30am Family Service 
Revd Peter Brain  

February Calendar 
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