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Editor’s note:  The next Review will be a 
double issue for December and January,  so 
please remember to look ahead to the New 
Year when sending items for inclusion. These 
need to reach me by 19th  November.   

Editor:  sheila@sheilabrain.com  

This Review features a number of items relating to the  COP26 
(26th UN Conference of the Parties)  starting this week.  
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Worship in November 
Sunday 7th November:    Revd Roz Harrison  

                                  with Holy Communion 
Sunday 14th November:   Revd Sabrina Groeschel 
Sunday 21st  November:   Revd Barbara Bennett  
                 Dedication of Shoe Boxes 
Sunday 28th November:   Gift Service: Revd Peter Brain 
                 with Andrew  Cutler  (see p9)  

Numbers attending are slowly increasing and it is good to 
welcome more friends back to worship.  The wearing of 
masks is now a matter of your own choice, but we do still 
recommend it, for the safety and protection of all.    

We are also now serving tea and coffee again in the Hall 
after the Service —although this will only be possible if 
enough people volunteer to help.  Please sign the rota.     
 

Please Note:  We apologise for the lack of recordings of 
worship on some recent Sundays.  This is not a deliberate 
decision to stop, as we know that some people really 
appreciate being able to listen in, either via a memory stick 
or online on the website.  But, as with the coffee rota (see 
above), we urgently need more volunteers to help to 
operate the power point and sound system. It is not highly 
technical and full instructions are provided at the desk. 
Please let Peter Brain know if you would like to help. 
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            Reflection for Sunday October 31st  
Revd Sabrina Groeschel 

Colossians 1: 15-20;    John 15: 1-17 
In the Old Testament Israel is pictured as being planted in the 
world by God as a vineyard, called to bear fruit to the world. . 
Now Jesus sees in his disciples the nucleus of a new Israel, 
growing out of the roots of the old one. The image of the vine 
and the branches speaks of connectedness: to him, with his 
life flowing into theirs; but also to each other as the vine 
branches intertwine and live in one another. 

In this organic image of the Church roots, stem and branches 
are connected together in one great bundle of vitality. 
Connectedness is the key. And the church serves as a model 
for the world, showing God’s purposes for all creation. In his 
famous poem, John Donne writes: ‘No man is an island entire 
of itself; every man is a piece of the continent …’   and then: 
‘… any man's death diminishes me, because I am involved in 
mankind.’  At its best humankind displays this sense of 
connectedness, this sense of loss when any life is diminished.  

This pandemic has brought this home. We are connected in 

one common but very vulnerable humanity. And technology 

has come into its own, connecting us through Zoom and 

email. Yet our dependence on it left us yearning all the more 

for physical, face-to-face, connection. Covid demonstrated 

not only the gift but also the limitations of technology.  

This image of the vine also reminds us of our connection to 

nature. Yet with the biblical command to ‘fill the earth and 

subdue it’, there has been a tendency to view nature in 

subjection to us, rather than seeing us as part of one great 

vine, embedded in and emerging from the soil.  
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The world’s biggest climate change summit COP26, being held 

in Glasgow, is an important moment for global climate policy. 

For the first time each nation will be asked to set a date for 

achieving net-zero carbon emissions. This is a more powerful 

objective than previous agreements,  and governments are  

required to make explicit pledges about what they will 

achieve by 2030.  

Churches have a strong moral voice to bring to COP26. This 

involves recognising injustices in the climate crisis, working 

towards responses that are fair for everyone. Our calling to 

love our neighbour means that we have a responsibility to 

seek partnership, listen and prioritise the needs of others. 

This Sunday we can reflect on our own complicity in the 

climate crisis, and the steps we can take for change. At the 

same time, we can call on the UK government to do the same.  

Colossians says of Christ: ‘all things have been created 

through him’ and ‘in him all things hold together’. (or: are 

connected). This conveys our utter dependence upon One 

who is beyond our control and comprehension. Covid and the 

climate crisis reveal our fragile vulnerability in a world which 

we deceive ourselves into thinking we control. Without Christ 

there is a void at the heart of everything, that we fill with 

other things – with consumerism and violence and power-

games - and the vineyard lies in ruins. We are connected to 

one another in our humanity in a way that technology can 

never replace. And we are connected to creation, of which we 

are a part and which we must safeguard for future 

generations. And we are connected to God, in whom all things 

consist and hold together in loving dependence. 
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Love and congratulations to all who celebrate an 
anniversary or birthday in November.  

News of the Church Family 
Please remember in your prayers Daphne Taylor, now home 
from hospital following a stroke. Barbara Riley has been in 
hospital but is now home and slowly recovering. Bob Ellis is 
now home after a time in the rehab centre following an 
operation on his back. Fran has also had surgery, so we pray 
that they will be able to cope in their flat. Please continue 
to pray for these friends of Glenorchy and others you may 
know who have not been well.   

 
 
 

The URC magazine “Reform” is published ten times a year 
and deals with all aspects of our Church life, with articles, 
photos and news from all quarters. It costs £29 per annum.  

I shall be sending an order from Glenorchy, so if anyone 
would like to subscribe, kindly let me have a cheque, 
payable to Glenorchy URC by Monday 15th November.  
Ronald Peters 

Harvest Festival  
Thank you to those who helped to decorate the church for 
Harvest, especially to Jenny for doing the main display and 
Pat for arranging the flower pedestal—and also to everyone 
who brought gifts and donations.                         Lyn Bellamy 

https://www.reform-magazine.co.uk/
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Sunday 28th November Gift Service 

This will be led by Revd Peter Brain, 
together with Andrew Cutler from the Salvation Army.    

The gifts and toys that you bring will be distributed to  
children and young people in East Devon by the Salvation 
Army and the Children’s Centre. All gifts must be brand 
new and unwrapped. Donations of wrapping paper and gift 
tags will be appreciated. Bags will be available in the 
Vestibule from Sunday 7th November.  
Thank you for your  generous support for those families 
less fortunate than we are.  

Sunday 21st November: Shoe boxes 
We are so pleased that the Christmas shoe 
boxes will be taken once again to Moldova this year.   
The truck will be loaded ready to leave in early December. 
 I am most grateful to those of you who have so kindly 
given donations towards the contents of our boxes. 
including knitted hats, scarves and mittens, and soft toys, 
as well as gifts of cash.  All will be so much appreciated by 
those very poor children in Moldova, who have so little. 
We will be packing our boxes during the week leading up 
to Sunday 21st November, when they will be blessed at 
our morning service. If anyone has anything you would like 
to have included in the boxes, please ring Sue Densham on 
488219 and I will collect from you up to 15th November.  
Many thanks for your kind support.                  Sue Densham 
 
Note from Jenny: The Warehouse is open on November 3rd 
for regular donations, but will then be closed until March. 
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Church Choir 
I wrote in October that I hoped to resume choir practices on 
19th November.  I will not be doing that because I think the 
continuing rise in Covid-19 infections makes it sensible to 
wait until case numbers are lower.                 Peter Johnstone 

                    LUNCHTIME CONCERTS 
  
3rd November: Phil Bonser (clarinet) and Dorothy Raven 
(piano).  Phil and Dorothy have both played for us before 

10th November: Nina Leonard-Savicevic (piano).  Nina has 
also played for us before.   She is currently at one of the 
London Schools of Music studying piano. 

17th November: Wood Farm Wind Quintet:  Chris Gladwell 
(clarinet), Robert Stephenson (flute), Andrew Maries 
(oboe),  Trevor Ives (horn), Alan Boxer (bassoon), 
 Chris will be with us again in December. 

24th November: Tim Othen (piano).  Tim has played for us 
before and  took part in our Mission Concert in October 

1st December: Le Jazz: Chris Gladwell (clarinet and saxo-
phone) Andrew Barratt (guitar). This also is a return visit.   
They play “gentle” jazz 

8th December: Iain McDonald (baritone), Nick Brown 
(piano).  Iain has sung for us before and takes an occasional 
Sunday service for us.   Nick Brown however is new. 
 
There will then be a break until the New Year.  

Tea and Coffee are served in the Hall before the concerts 
from 12 noon.  

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=piano+cartoons&view=detail&id=6B66275A8A97BBF4574DE335A49242D1EB9C1A08&first=121&FORM=IDFRIR
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       Walking Group 
    Friday November 12th :  Lympstone 

The walk will be a leisurely stroll around the 
footpaths in Lympstone, and can take the group into the 
village via the estuary if a slightly longer walk is desired.  We 
will start at the paying car park (50p per half-hour) just off 
Underhill, which may be reached by going down Church 
Road, very near to the Swan Inn. The car park location is 
signposted. There are a few free parking spaces nearby, on 
the road at the bottom of Underhill Crescent. The walk 
takes us on paths which are tarmac-ed, or gravelled or well-
drained dry pathways, although good footwear is 
recommended.  Any questions about the walk?  Email us on 
maggieandrob@gmail.com       Robert and Maggie Richards 

Favourite Readings – Poetry & Prose Afternoon 
Tuesday 16th November 2.30 pm 

A reminder that this will take place in our Hall on 16th 
November, followed by afternoon tea catered for by Sue 
Densham with drinks in the hands of Jenny Newman.   Tickets 
are now on sale £4.00 in aid of Mission Committee funds.   
Please buy your ticket in advance so that the numbers to be 
catered for is known. You will be welcome to come and listen 
even if you're not going to read anything.   
Would those who are bringing something to read please let 
me know so that I can put things in some sort of order. It 
would also be helpful if you could roughly time your piece (no 
more than about three minutes) so that we don't have too 
much (or too little) .                          David Lee 

mailto:maggieandrob@gmail.com
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Eco Matters 

Think global, act local 
Catherine Causley 

Talk of climate change is everywhere at the minute and 
with good reason. The UK is hosting COP 26 in Glasgow, 
although it was supposed to be held in 2020; the pandemic 
delayed it. COP brings together leaders from around the 
world to discuss how they can tackle climate change. In 
Paris in 2015 every country agreed to work together to limit 
global warming to below 2 degrees and ideally to below 1.5 
degrees. As part of the Paris agreement they committed to 
create national policies to reduce their emissions and every 
5 years they meet to update their plans.  
1.5 degrees of warming doesn’t sound much does it? A little 
bit of warmer weather in the summer would be nice, 
wouldn’t it? But that’s not what this means. For example, 
with every degree of warming it has been modelled that 
storms increase in intensity by 60% and therefore are more 
likely to cause damage to property and people. In the UK 
we will see changes to our weather patterns, with less 
predictable rainfall patterns which will affect our food 
production and more intense rainfall in the winter which 
will likely cause flooding and damage soils.  
There is so much as individuals that we cannot influence. If 
we install solar panels that won’t decarbonize the national 
grid and stop the use of fossil fuels. If we remember our 
reusable shopping bags and make sure we recycle our 
rubbish, that isn’t enough to stop the terrible plastic 
pollution we see in our rivers and seas. However, don’t feel 
helpless as there is a lot you can do.  
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Exmouth has a long history of community environmental 
action. Transition Exmouth was set up over 10 years ago for 
like-minded individuals to come together to run activities 
and support ‘eco-projects’ which will help to tackle climate 
change and promote sustainability. In Exmouth there are 
lots of ways to get involved from litter picking to repairing 
items at the monthly repair café or using the new ‘Library 
of Things’. Local groups are always looking for willing 
volunteers. If rolling your sleeves up and planting trees isn’t 
your thing, then remember that people offering to do 
admin jobs and behind the scenes work are just as 
important. Even if you can only commit to making the 
refreshments you would be most welcome to take part.  
Transition Exmouth has created a website  Our Place Our 
Planet   where you can find a range of things you might like 
to try, from the easy, quick things to the habits that might 
take a bit more planning or thinking about. So wherever 
you are starting from, this brilliant website will help you 
take the next step on your eco journey.  

“We are at a unique stage in our history. Never before have 
we had such an awareness of what we are doing to the 
planet, and never before have we had the power to do 
something about that. Surely we all have a responsibility to 
care for our Blue Planet. The future of humanity and indeed, 
all life on earth, now depends on us.”  (David Attenborough)  

 
This article is a version of the talk which Catherine Causley gave 

during our Harvest Thanksgiving service. Catherine is the newly-

appointed Climate Change Officer at East Devon District Council. 

https://ourplaceourplanet.org/
https://ourplaceourplanet.org/
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Eco Matters Extra 
Faith leaders demand climate action at COP26 

Revd Clare Downing and Mr Peter Pay, Moderators of the 
General Assembly of the United Reformed Church (URC) 
have joined leaders of every major Christian denomination 
and representatives from other religious communities in 
demanding climate actin ahead of theCOP26 Meeting in 
Glasgow. The Glasgow Multi-Faith Declaration states:  
 
 “We remind governments of their commitments made in 
Paris in 2015 to limit global warming to 1.5 degrees, and of 
Article 17 of the Universal Declaration on Bioethics and 
Human Rights to protect the environment, the biosphere 
and biodiversity.  We call upon them to take the urgent 
action needed to avert the loss, damage, and forced 
migration threatened by climate change.” 
It adds: “Across our doctrinal and political differences, we 
know that we must change our ways to ensure a quality of 
life which all can share, and we need to provide hope for 
people of all ages, everywhere, including future 
generations. To offer hope in the world we need to have 
confidence that those in power understand the vital role 
they have to play at the Glasgow COP26.”. 
In the Glasgow Declaration, faith groups pledge to respond 
to the challenge set by the climate emergency through being 
“advocates for justice by calling on governments, businesses 
and others who exercise power and influence to put into 
effect the Paris agreement; to make the transition to a just 
and green economy a priority; and to commit to science-
based targets that are aligned with a healthy, resilient, zero-
emissions future.”  
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It has been so lovely to welcome people back into the 
Salvation Army Hall  again. The alterations and decoration of 
the hall is now almost finished and it looks great. If any of 
you would like to come and have a look, please do get in 
touch to arrange a visit. It would be great to see you! 

We are very grateful to the green fingered gardeners at 
Woodbury allotments, who are donating their excess 
produce, enabling people to have such fresh vegetables, 
straight from the ground to us. We have also signed up to 
be part of the Budleigh Co-op food share scheme, where we 
receive unsold fresh items from the store each week. 

We are sometimes asked to supply emergency food to 
someone in need when we are not open and so we have 
been piloting a scheme called, “Out of Hours Boxes.’’ This 
has meant that we have supplied a number of boxes of 
emergency food to a group of participating Churches, who 
can ensure that they are given to anyone in need of 
emergency help when we are closed. Currently there are 
boxes in  St Margaret and St Andrew’s Church Littleham, 
Exmouth Chapel and Scott Drive Church, Exmouth.  We 
would like to have boxes in more places. If you feel that you 
would like to be part of this scheme, please do get in touch. 

Next month we start to think about Christmas and being 
able to offer extra treats to go into food parcels. If you are 
able to donate Christmas goodies that would be much 
appreciated. Thank you for your ongoing support! 
Elizabeth Reed                       www.exmouthfoodbank.org 



17 

 

 

 

 

Exmouth Action Group 
Christmas Fayre  

Saturday 27
th

 November 
10am-12noon Glenorchy Hall 

 
  Coffee or tea £1.00 

 
  with Cheese Scone  or Mince Pie   

 
 

 
 

Home made Cakes and Savouries  
 

Marmalade and Jam   
Lemon Curd 

 
Bric a Brac stall with a variety of goods  

 
A short booklet about the history of the Action Group by  
Michael Hopper will be available on the day, along with an 
Exhibition of Bibles.       

   
    

All proceeds for Bible Society Projects 
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* Tea / coffee served in the hall from 12 noon before concerts 

Wednesday 3rd 

10am Art Group 
*12.30 Lunchtime concert 

Thursday 4th 

9.15am  Work Club 

Saturday 6th 
10am Shoppers’ Coffee Morning 

Sunday 7th 

10.30am Family Service  
with Holy Communion 
Revd Roz Harrison 

Wednesday10th 

10am  Art Group 
*12.30 Lunchtime concert 

Thursday 11th 

9.15am  Work Club 

Friday 12th 
Walking Group (see p11) 

Saturday 13th 

10am Shoppers’ Coffee Morning 

Sunday 14th 

10.30am Family Service  
Revd Sabrina Groeschel 

Tuesday 16th 

2.30pm Poetry & Prose afternoon 
Tickets £4 (see p11) 

Wednesday 17th 
10am Art Group 
*12.30 Lunchtime concert 

Thursday 18th 

9.15am  Work Club 

Saturday 20th 

10am Shoppers’ Coffee Morning 

Sunday 21st 

10.30am Family Service 
with blessing of shoe boxes 
Revd Barbara Bennett 

Tuesday 23rd 

2pm Glenorchy crafters 

Wednesday 24th 

10am Art Group 
*12.30 Lunchtime concert 

Thursday 25th 

9.15am  Work Club  

Saturday 27th 

10am  Coffee Morning 
Bible Society Christmas Fayre 
(see p17) 

Sunday 28th 

10.30am Gift Service 
Revd Peter Brain with Andrew 
Cutler (Salvation Army)  

November Calendar 
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Puzzle Corner 
And still on an Eco-friendly theme: 

 
Across   
1           Soil 
2           Not the sea 
3            Home to fox 
4           Green wiring 
5           It’s all we have  
                     

Down                     
1            Leisure 
2            Morning mist 
3            Often rolled 
4            Refreshments 
5        Often dropped 
             (as in 2 down!) 
 
 

Last month’s  trees:  Gingko; Laurel; Elder; Nut tree; Olive (Oyl); Rowan 
(Williams);  Coolibah;  Hazel (Watership Down); Yew (cricket bats at Lords) 

Allotment Diary 
 
The ground inside the polytunnel - and outside - 
has been cleared of the annual crops. There were some late 
flowers in October but they have finished now. 
We planted seeds for “green manure” and are thinking 
about what to plant next season. The rain in the first and 
third weeks of October brought out clusters of small weeds - 
so we are kept busy.          Peter Johnstone 
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