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Editor’s note:  The next issue of the 
Review  will be for October.  Please send  
items for inclusion by 19th September.  

Editor:  sheila@sheilabrain.com  

Remember our Church motto  
“Within these walls, let no-one be a stranger” 
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Worship in September 

Sunday 5th September:    Revd Jim Thorneycroft  
                                     with Holy Communion 

Sunday 12th September:    Revd Jayne Taylor 
                                             Followed by Church Meeting  

Sunday 19th September:    Revd Edward Hulme  

Sunday 26th September :  Revd Peter Brain   
                                                    Harvest/Eco Church Service  

Worship in September 

With the lifting of Covid restrictions we are gradually getting 
back into a more normal pattern of worship, including  being 
allowed to join in singing hymns together, which seems to 
be what we have  missed most!   The decision on whether to 
continue wearing a mask or not is left to individual choice, 
although most people  are still observing this indoors just to 
be on the safe side.   We do hope that more people will now 
feel confident to attend worship in  a safe environment.  We 
are also now serving tea and coffee again in the Hall after 
the Service.  

We especially look forward to a full house for two special 
occasions:   

September 11/12 when Revd Jayne Taylor comes to meet us 
and lead worship (see p 9)  

September 25/26th which is Harvest Thanksgiving, featuring 
Eco Church, and also our Gift Day weekend  (see p 10/11 ) 
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  Sunday 29th July 2021 
Reflection 

Revd Barbara Bennett 
 
My grandmother used to say “It’s not 
like it was in my day” and I would roll my eyes and think 
“thank God.”  Now it is me who looks at the world and 
thinks “Times have changed” Children self -harm or expect 
the world on a dish; people work themselves to a standstill; 
everyone wants to be a winner; there are more people 
living in poverty; climate change is a familiar topic; mental 
ill health is out from under the carpet. 
Knowing the limits set by age, by ability and by opportunity 
is a life lesson well learned. In God’s world is perfection – 
but God accepts failure. God gave creation to people whom 
he knew had failure inbuilt. Crops fail if conditions for 
growth are not right – and although human beings can 
enrich soil and care for livestock, none of them can order 
when and where the rain will fall to produce the optimum 
crop or allow the beef to fatten, or lambs to be produced. 
And some of the climate is in our hands but some things 
have to be left to God. While our young people  struggle 
from birth with overenthusiastic expectations, there is 
competition between parents to produce the best child; 
schools expect them to do so much before they begin.  We 
are not humane, dignified and compassionate in our 
competitiveness! 
Job is the story of a blameless man who suffers all the 
same, but never seeks to blame anyone else; the writer of 
our Hebrews lesson writes about the goodness of God.   
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We live in a world of “not just yet”; a world which God 
made to perfection but riddled with flaws; the biggest flaw 
of all is human beings. Four or five thousand years after the 
biblical Exodus, there is still slavery, still exploitation, still 
refugees. We still want more than we need, still own more 
than we have room for. But this is not God’s design for the 
world. We live in a time of not yet because humanity has 
not reached a level of self-control and wisdom that allows 
God to reign.  

This is a time to accept what God sends and not blame 
anyone else; for us to review the way we are teaching our 
children life is hard, and there will always be winners and 
losers. Life must be lived, and there will always be 
consequences.  
Micah asked “What does the Lord require of you? To love 
mercy, act justly, and walk humbly with your God” If we 
could all aspire to do that, we might close the gap between 
what God intends and this world of not yet. If we can be 
acting with justice and love; if we can learn humility in our 
successes and honesty in our failure; if we can teach 
children that life is for living and learning, so that they feel 
worthy of the love God gives, then maybe the Kingdom of 
God is not so far away. It is within our ability to be what God 
made us to be. God does not ask us to do what we can’t – 
only to do all that we can to transform our part of God’s 
creation from a world of “not yet” into a world of “almost” 
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Decorating for Harvest:   
Friday 24th September 

We will decorate the church on Friday 24th 
September from 9.00am to 12.00.  Help and gifts of 

produce will be much appreciated.                   Lyn Bellamy 

Love and congratulations to all who celebrate an 
anniversary or birthday in July and August.  

Special wishes to Bob & Fran Ellis who 
celebrate their Diamond Wedding      
Anniversary on 16th September. 

News of the Church Family 

Please remember in your prayers the friends of Betty 
Willoughby who passed away in Manor House Care Home 
Ottery St. Mary on Friday 2rd August, 

Margaret Cumming has spent some time in hospital 
following a fall at home.  Pat Duffelen has had  a stroke and 
is in hospital. Ken Wilcox has had heart bye-pass surgery in  
a London hospital and is now back in Devon recovering. 

 

As the oldest Elder I am sure that I speak for all 
friends at Glenorchy when I express my 
appreciation and thanks to those who have 

donned the mantle and continued worship to keep the 
services going each Sunday during the long lockdown. To 
each of these kindly folk we echo St Matthew Ch25, v.21 
“when done thou good and faithful servant”. Ronald Peters 



9 

 

Vacancy Update 
We are delighted to confirm arrangements for meeting 
with a prospective  minister, Revd Jayne Taylor.   
Jayne felt a call to ministry after 26-years as a research 
scientist and was ordained in 2010. She has served in a 
URC/Methodist group pastorate in Cirencester for 10 years. 
In keeping with Methodist practice, this meant moving on 
to look for a new church, which was unfortunately delayed 
by the pandemic  

Saturday 11th September 
2.30—4.30 pm 

Social afternoon with cream tea 
An opportunity to meet Jayne informally, during which she 
will introduce herself and tell us more about her 
background.  You will need to book your place in advance, 
for catering and seating purposes.  You can either return 
the booking slip included with this Review  or contact 
Jenny directly to say that you are coming. Please indicate 
any dietary requirements for the catering.  

Sunday 12th September 
10.30am Morning Worship led by Revd Jayne Taylor 

11.30 am Refreshments in the Hall 
12.00 Church Meeting 

There will be a further opportunity to meet Jayne after the 
Service, especially for those unable to attend on the 
Saturday.   This will be followed immediately by a Church 
Meeting to discuss our response and decide whether we 
wish to issue a call to Jayne to be our minister.  All may 
attend  but only Church Members may vote, by secret 
ballot.  Again, it will be necessary to book your place with 
Jenny in advance.  
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Eco Matters 

“”Life is returning to normal” is a phrase used recently, as the 
Government eases the pandemic rules. Compared to 
February 2020 (pre-lockdown), personal travel was greatly 
reduced during the first lockdown, with a significant drop in 
carbon-dioxide emissions:        (figures quoted on Radio 4) 

 
Lockdown and the loss of freedom of movement was 
unpleasant. People did cope with it at the time - but is our 
expectation of a “return to normal” premature?  What about 
climate change? 
On 9th August a UN report on climate change was published 
containing serious warnings (“but with some nuggets of 
optimism”). 
We have had extreme weather this year. In June there were 
serious floods in Germany. In July there was a heatwave in 
western Canada and the USA. In August high temperatures 
hit Mediterranean countries. Consequent forest fires caused 
much loss of life and property.  Average global temperatures 
have been reported as rising faster than expected.   In August 
the IPCC  (Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change) 
commented: Human activity is unequivocally the cause of 
rapid climate change”. 

Will our Government act quickly enough on this? Will the 197 
countries due to meet at the COP 26 (Glasgow) conference, 
in November, commit to a necessary level of response? 

Let us pray that they do - and that we, too, will each play our 
part.            Peter Johnstone 

         use of > buses trains cars 

During lockdown 4% 10% 10% 

In August 2021 60% 60% 100%+ 
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Annual Gift Day  : September 25th/26th  
At Harvest time we celebrate and remember all that God 
has done for us. So it is our custom to hold our Annual Gift 
Day at this time as part of our response to the love we 
receive from God and from each other in fellowship, and to 
support the work of the church.   It is important to note that 
our regular giving does not cover the full amount needed to 
run our church, which includes maintenance of our 
buildings, along with our contribution to the United 
Reformed Church through the Ministry and Mission Fund.  

 Now that our building is open again for worship and 
activities, we will be able to revert to our usual practice of 
inviting you to call in at the church on Saturday 25th 
September to view the Harvest Display and bring an extra 
gift of money. Or you can bring it on Sunday to place in the 
collection box.  Please place it in an envelope clearly 
marked  “Gift Day”.  Gifts can be by cheque or in cash. Or it 
can be delivered directly to our Treasurer, Jean Curl at her 
home.  Or you can pay by BACS transfer to the bank—but 
please let Jean know that you have done so.  Thank you!  

Harvest Thanksgiving and Eco Church Service 

Some of the points in Peter’s article will be in our minds as 
we worship on September 22, our Harvest Thanksgiving. 
The service will be led by Peter Brain and, as well as 
reflection on the past and the present of harvest, we shall 
be able to think about the future, which is just as important 
when we think of God as Creator. Catherine Causley will 
speak about the activities of Transition Exmouth and about 
her new role as Climate Change Officer with East Devon 
District Council.  
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Walking Group 
Friday September 10th  

River Otter 

Meet at the carpark in Back Lane Newton Poppleford at 
10am and we will walk along the Otter to Tipton St. John 
and back—weather permitting.   
Please ring Bob Austen on  269942 if you plan to come.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Walking group enjoying the sunshine at Salcombe Hill          
in July.  Newcomers would be most welcome —the walks 
are not strenuous and mostly on the level, though may 
involve some gentle climbs  to enjoy  the views.  

Church Choir 
On 15th December 2019 the choir sang three 
anthems to celebrate Christmas. In March 
2020 we discovered choral singing was 
dangerous for health and it was banned! Now 
it is allowed again! 
If you are interested in being part of a re-formed church 
choir, please let me know. When I have a list of names we 
can think about what may be possible.           Peter Johnstone 
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        Cookies Corner 
I now have Victoria Plum jam for sale plus 
the usual varieties of marmalade for sale at 

the Mission Coffee morning on Saturday 18th September. 
Jenny Newman 

Message from Geoff and Jenny Smith 
Thank you so much for the wonderful framed line drawing 
by Peter Street of the church building, presented to me 
after the morning service on 30th May. Peter has 
incorporated a remarkable amount of intricate detail in the 
drawing, even capturing features of the building I hadn't 
been aware of before!  It highlights too how just impressive 
and welcoming the building must look to passers-by.     

Editor’s note:  A tribute to Geoff, in appreciation for his 
enormous contribution to the life of Glenorchy, appeared in 
the June issue of the Review.  My apology to Geoff for not 
including this thankyou note in July. 

 

The Work Club presented Geoff with a 
gift and a card (signed by most of the 
volunteers) at the July steering group 
meeting, in token of his ten years of 
active and almost weekly participation 
including chairing the steering group. 

Church Directory:  Please note that Elizabeth Gibbs’  
telephone number is now: 07572454313.  
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Mission Committee  
Ahead of our Mission Committee meeting this month, I can 
remind readers of three things. 
1)  Saturday morning September 18th,  10.am :  We will run 

a few stalls alongside the coffee morning:   > please tell 
Jenny if you plan to bring cakes or other edibles for sale; 
> please bring good quality items on the morning; 
> do come and help raise some money for our three                               
charities. 

2) Our 2021 charities are still working hard during the 
pandemic: 
> Mark and Dorcas and their adopted family tell of 
continuing hardship in Zimbabwe, with hyper-inflation 
and political instability; somehow they keep going and 
really help those whom they serve. 
> The Prison Fellowship has sustained activities during 
the pandemic, with extra pressure on prisoners and their 
families; 
> The Bible Society often distributes other things 
alongside scriptures when working in seriously deprived 
countries – and there are still languages without a 
translated Bible however hard that is to believe! 

3) Our autumn programme will continue with a concert on 
Saturday afternoon October 9 when Mark Hansford will 
sing (accompanied by Josephine Pickering) and Tim Othen 
will play. All very enjoyable; tickets will soon be available. 
Then on Sunday October 17 we will hold a Mission 
Sunday when we can learn more about the recent work 
of the Bible Society.                         Peter Brain 
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Allotment Diary 

When you are gardening you have to make 
the best of the seasonal conditions which are 
never predictable.  Since I wrote my last 
article we’ve had the heat wave - those 
middle two weeks of July when it was sunny 

and dry - with the thermometer reaching 30 degrees C at 
times. I happened to be away in Cambridgeshire then but 
the others, especially Phil, kept the watering going, in spite 
of the problems with the standpipes – fortunately now 
repaired.  August often provided warm, cloudy days with 
occasional heavy rain and generally cool nights. 
Maybe not ideal for humans - but the plants didn’t seem to 
mind. The horse manure spread last autumn helped, no 
doubt.  My runner beans have cropped better than any 
other year. The early potatoes have done well, too.  As usual, 
the beetroot have grown well. 
The damsons are ripening, though not so many as last year, 
giving the prospect of jam. The apples are coming on. 
In the polytunnel the tomatoes have grown quite well but 
the cloudy days have meant slower ripening – and the 
peppers, cucumbers and aubergines have struggled, too. 
Outside, we have grown a number of sunflowers. Most are a 
short type about four feet tall with large flowers but we 
have had one other reach twelve feet!  Some of our snails 
made a meal of sunflower leaves but only a few plants were 
lost in this way. 
August 15th was called “Sunflower Sunday” on the allotment 
site with a social gathering celebrating the easing of 
pandemic rules. 
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August Update 
The renovations of the Salvation Army Hall are well on the 
way. We have a new roof and ceiling and a great new office 
space. The walls have been painted white with a hint of 
lilac. The hall somehow seems bigger, but it is very dusty at 
the moment and full of workmen painting. 
We are very excited to share the news that we shall be re-
opening our doors to people once again on Tuesday 7th 
September. We are counting down the weeks and can't 
wait to welcome everyone to come and collect their food 
parcels in person. We will be open on Tuesday and Friday 
afternoons from 1.30 pm to 3.00 pm. 
We have continued our service throughout the pandemic 
and our team of volunteer drivers have delivered parcels 
to the majority of those individuals and families who have 
asked for our support. However we have missed the face 
to face contact and personal engagement, which provides 
us with the opportunity to refer people to supporting 
agencies if required. 
As businesses are reopening, we have sadly lost some of 
our volunteers as they go back to their previous jobs. We 
plan to place our existing volunteers into some new roles 
as we seek to re-evaluate how we welcome and distribute 
parcels of food to people in the best way possible.  
Thank you as always to our wonderful supporters, without 
YOU we would not be able to continue to help our 
neighbours in their time of need.    God bless you. 
Elizabeth Reed              
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Christian Response to Eastern Europe 
I will be going to the Warehouse on Wednesday 1st 
September – open from 10am -2pm  I can pick up any clothes 
in good quality and bedding  from 11.20 am -3.30pm on 
Tuesday 31st August.  The Warehouse will also be open on 
Saturday 19th September from 10am -1pm I can pick up any 
donations that morning on my way to the Warehouse.  

Please contact Jenny 275457. 

            

 

 If you are planning to donate to 
us this Harvest Festival, please 
can we ask that you choose 
items from the following list;  
 

Long life milk, long life fruit juice, bottled fruit 
squash, jars of pasta sauce, tinned vegetables 
and tomatoes, tinned rice pudding, tinned 
fruit, packet custard mix, packet instant 
potato mash, instant noodles, savoury rice, 
packet pasta in sauce, cleaning products.  
Fortunately we are well-stocked on other 
foods.  

Thank you for your  support and generosity.  
www.exmouthfoodbank.org 
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Wednesday 1st  
10am Art Group 

Thursday 2nd  
9.15am  Work Club 

Sunday 5th 

10.30am Family Service  
with Holy Communion 
Revd Jim Thorneycroft 

Tuesday 7th 

2pm Elders Meeting 

Wednesday 8th 

10am Art Group 

Thursday 9th 

9.15am  Work Club 

Friday 10th 
Walking Group (see p12) 

Saturday 11th 
2.30-4.30pm social afternoon 
with cream tea (see p 9) 

Sunday 12th 

10.30am Family Service 
Revd Jayne Taylor 
11.30 Tea/coffee in the Hall 
12.00 Church Meeting 

Wednesday15th 

10am  Art Group 

Thursday 16th 

9.15am  Work Club 

 
Saturday 18th 

10am Mission Coffee Morning 
with Stalls 

Sunday 19th 

10.30am Family Service  
Revd Edward Hulme 
11.30 Church Meeting 

Wednesday 22nd 
10am Art Group 

Thursday 23rd 

9.15am  Work Club 

Friday 24th 

10am decorate church for harvest 

Saturday 25th 

10am-12 noon Coffee Morning 
Church open for Gift Day and 
view Harvest display 

Sunday 26th 

10.30am Harvest Thanksgiving 
and Eco Church Service 
Revd Peter Brain  
with Catherine Causley  

Tuesday 28th 

2pm Glenorchy crafters 

Wednesday 29th 

10am Art Group 

Thursday 30th 

9.15am  Work Club  

September Calendar 
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Puzzle Corner 
For ‘scrabble’ lovers:  you have the seven tiles H A R V E S T: 
We give thanks the produce of  E A R T H  and  S E A. 

We need to remember that we are among the   _ _ _ _ _   of the 
world.    
We have enough to   _ _ _   while millions cannot   _ _ _ _ _   off  
hunger.    
We can even   _ _ _ _   while they   _ _ _ _ _ _ . 
We do not   _ _ _ _   the poor but we must learn to    

_ _ _ _ _ . 

To  _ _ _ _ _  disaster, we must make  _ _ _ _ _ . 

God says:  “ _ _ _ _   my word:  and let my love rule 

your   _ _ _ _ _ _ ” 

The June quiz involved nine names or words from the book of Genesis: 
Genesis; Laban; Esau; Negev; Oak; Rebekah; Cain; Hagar; Years 
With a bit of guess-work, that should have been possible to solve! 

Don’t forget that our church website includes a copy of the 
reflection as well as an audio recording of Sunday worship 
each week, for those unable to attend or who would like a 
reminder of the sermon and prayers.  Please do make use of 
this.  You can  also download previous copies of the Review 
from the archive under “Church Life”.    
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