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Editor’s note:  The next issue of the 
Review  will be for July.  Please send   
any items for inclusion by 25th June  

Editor:  sheila@sheilabrain.com  
 

Remember our Church motto  
“Within these walls, let no-one be a stranger” 
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Worship in June 

Sunday 6th June 
    10.30am  Revd Iain Mc Donald  

 with Holy Communion 

Sunday 13th June 
10.30am  Revd Peter Brain 

Commitment for Life  

Sunday 20th June 
Revd Sabrina Groeschel  

Sunday 27th June 
To be confirmed (see p 11)  

Worship in June 

It was good to be able to come together again for worship 
for the first time  on 23rd May, even though we still have to 
observe the rules of social distancing and mask-wearing.  

It is still necessary to reserve your place in advance. Please 
let Jenny know by email or telephone if you plan to attend. 
 Tel: 01395 275457         jhnewman@talktalk.net      

CHRISTIAN AID WEEK 

There is still time to bring your Christian Aid Week   
envelope to church with your contribution. You can  
put it in the collection on Sunday or deliver it on a 
Thursday or Friday morning when the building is 
open.  

mailto:jhnewman@talktalk.net
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         Sunday 30th May 2021 
                   Reflection 
         Romans 5: 1-5;  John 16: 5-15 

Today is Trinity Sunday and we read and pray 
about the Trinity, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 

but this concept of looking at God in three parts is difficult. 
The Greeks understood the creative force of God to be the 
Word or Logos and at the beginning of his gospel, John tells 
us that the Word became human and lived among us in the 
person of Jesus. As we look at the loving interaction of the 
three persons that are God, as we read about them in 
Romans 5: 1-5 and John 16: 12-15, we can come to 
understand more fully that this creative power made the 
universe burst into life in the beginning; that the Father sent 
the Son to live among us; and that through the Holy Spirit, 
human creativity is inspired and guided. 
Romans 5: 1-5 crackles with Paul’s particularly encouraging 
confidence that it is in our lives and our suffering that God’s 
creative power is seen, as God’s Holy Spirit is poured into us, 
creating a dynamic relationship. And what is to be our 
response? 
Because God never tires in working to bring order out of 

chaos, good out of evil, peace out of conflict, we need to co-

operate with this creative power of God. As we do so we will 

find that we become amazingly able to bring and see change 

in our lives and in our world. 

As we read about the work that Jesus accomplished while he 
was on the earth, we can see how all those things: bringing 
good out of evil, peace out of conflict, order out of chaos 
meant that God was working through him.  
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So when Jesus said, ‘When you look at me you see the 
Father’ this also means that as we try to follow Jesus in our 
lives, the same should happen and people should see God 
working in us too. 
To Jesus the Holy Spirit is the Spirit of Truth and the great 
work of the Spirit is to bring God’s truth to people. We have 
a special name for this bringing of God’s truth to people and 
we call it revelation. 
There were many things which Jesus knew but which he 
couldn’t at that moment tell his disciples because they were 
not at that time able to receive them. It is only possible to 
tell a person as much as they can understand. We don’t 
start with Shakespeare when we are teaching someone to 
read, we work up to it! We don’t start with difficult passages 
to translate when we learn French or German at school, we 
start with the easy things. God’s revelation to people is like 
that, it’s a developing revelation. God can only teach us 
what we are able and fit to learn. 
So, revelation comes to us from a living person. The nearer 

we live to Jesus, the better we know him. The more we 

become like him, the more he will be able to tell us. To 

enjoy his revelation we must accept him into our lives. 

Submission to Christ and knowledge of Christ go hand in 

hand. It is only to the person of God that God can reveal his 

truth. Let us as the people of God follow and come closer to 

the living Jesus so that we can be inspired and used to do 

the work of the Trinity. 

Revd Jim Thorneycroft 
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Love and congratulations to all who celebrate 
an anniversary or birthday in June. 

Belated congratulations to Vi Cross who        
celebrated her 90th birthday on 14th May . 

News of the Church Family 

We are sad to report the death of Audrey Pratt in Knappe 
Cross Care Home on Friday 21st May . Funeral details will be 
made known later.  Please remember Audrey’s husband 
Derek and their two sons.  

Jean Thorne also died on 2nd May and her funeral was held 
in the Church on 18th May led by Revd Bob Ellis. We  
remember her partner, Ken Dean.  

Anne Boobyer is now a resident in Exmouth House. 

Barbara Riley has recovered well from the knee re-
placement operation and it was good to see her back in 
Church. 

         Cookies Corner 
Cookie has plenty of Marmalade for sale, 
with 10 varieties including diabetic made 

with fruit sugar. If you have any soft fruit in your freezer left 
from last year, Cookie can turn it into jam & jelly. Just a 
phone call away – 275457 for offers of fruit and orders of 
marmalade.   Sold in aid of charity.           Jenny Newman 
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Sunday  June 13th  
'Pray for the peace of Jerusalem'  (Psalm 122) 

The Sunday morning service on June 13 will focus on 
Commitment for Life. Of the four CforL partner countries, 
Glenorchy currently supports work in Israel and the 
Palestinian territories. This situation has sadly been making 
the headlines again; more than ever we need to pray and 
work for justice and for peace. CforL (through Christian Aid 
and other agencies) continues with much necessary good 
work being done behind the scenes every day away from 
the cameras. This is our chance to respond to the situation, 
to help directly with health and education and agricultural 
support projects. And be assured that all the money goes to 
such good work and not to 'suspect' activities; I have seen 
this myself. 
Commitment for Life is the United Reformed Church’s own 
world development programme. There is a CforL envelope 
in this June Review and spare envelopes in the vestibule.  
Please treat this appeal like a gift day rather than a coffee 
morning!  
It really is our opportunity to help those striving for a better 
tomorrow. Put the CforL envelopes with the offering on 
June 13 or on a different Sunday if you are away.  
                   Peter Brain 
If you are reading the Review on-line, you can learn more: 

click here  

Life-giving Faith 

Defiant Hope 

Generous Love 

https://urc.org.uk/images/Commitment_for_Life/Moving_Stories/May_June_IOPT_2021.pdf
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Goodbye to the Smith family 

Geoff & Jenny Smith moved to Exmouth in 2003 with the re-
location of the Met Office to Exeter. Their sons Stuart and 
Rory joined  the children in our Junior Church and then the 
Pilot Group. We enjoyed seeing them grow up, achieve good 
academic results and go on to university and then to their 
respective careers. 

Geoff quickly got involved in the life of the Church and was 
elected an Elder in 2006,  later becoming Minute Secretary 
for both Elders and Church Meetings. His computer 
knowledge was useful and he has recently been the main 
operator of the sound system and PowerPoint on Sundays, 
recording the service for people at home. When Geoff 
retired from full-time work he became very involved with 
the Work Club as an advisor and his support has been 
invaluable. He was responsible for starting our Eco Church 
group and under his guidance the Church has gained Bronze 
and Silver awards. Part of this was persuading the Church to 
have solar panels on the roof, reducing our energy bills. 
Geoff was also one of our House Group leaders and his 
thoughtful input has been much appreciated.  

Indeed, Geoff will be missed so much from so many aspects 
of our church life and we will be poorer for his absence.  

While we are really sorry to lose Geoff and Jenny, we have 
known that their aim was to move back to Scotland, where 
Jenny grew up and we wish them every happiness as they 
return to establish their new home and find a new church to 
belong to.  
This appreciation has been compiled from contributions sent 
by several people.. 
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Vacancy Update 

The Elders are pleased to report that a minister has 
expressed an interest in Glenorchy and after meeting with 
the Vacancy Committee  has been invited to come and meet 
us and to lead worship.  However, as explained in the April 
Review, it was also agreed that this should not happen until 
the whole church can be involved in the process, including a 
social gathering on Saturday and a Service of Worship on 
Sunday attended by all who wish to come, followed by a 
Church Meeting where a vote can be taken.   
This depends, of course, on the lifting of Government 
restrictions, in which case the earliest possible date would 
be 27th June.  However, due to recent developments, this is 
currently in doubt and an official announcement on this is 
not expected until 14th June.  

It has therefore been agreed to aim for this, but not to give 
any further details until we are certain that it can go ahead 
as planned.  If not, it will be necessary to postpone the 
arrangement to a later date.    
If however, it does prove possible to go ahead, then this will 

mark the beginning of a new stage of worship without 

restrictions on numbers. So we are giving advance notice of 

the plan, hoping that this will encourage all the congregation 

to feel able to join freely in the weekend events.  Please 

book the dates and once it is confirmed, further details will 

be sent to everyone. 

 Saturday 26th June : Teatime Social  

 Sunday 27th June : Family Worship and Church Meeting  
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Don’t forget to look out for the new recycling 

collection by the exit door at Tesco on Salterton Road for 
plastic bags, crisp packets, food and pet pouches, plastic film 
and wrappers.  Also used batteries and printer ink cartridges   

    Eco Extra 

Walking Group 
Friday June 11th 

The next Church Walk, weather permitting, will be on 
Friday 11th June. We shall meet at the White Bridge, and 
although we shall not set off until 10 a.m, I suggest you aim 
to park by 9.50,  as space is restricted . 
We shall walk along the river path to Otterton Mill where 
tea/coffee will be on sale.    After leisurely refreshments we 
shall return to the river and walk as far as Clamour 
Bridge.  Here some may wish to turn left over the bridge 
and take the higher path back to the car park while others 
may wish to follow the path at river level. 
It seems many years since Mike Chanter and I started 
planning the church walks.    When Mike left the group due 
to ill health Bob Austen stepped into  help. The time has 
now come when I no longer feel able to continue as a one 
of the leaders and so the future of the group has to be 
considered.  Many of you, I know, enjoy the monthly 
experience of walking together in the countryside but if the 
walks are to continue Bob will need support.   The future of 
the group is in your hands.   Please let Bob know of any 
ideas you have.              Brian Chapman 
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     The Work Club is now open again on  
      Thursday mornings from 9.15 am 

Mission committee 2021 plans 

The first thing the Mission committee did at our recent 
meeting was to approve the minutes from 15 months ago! 
Then we started to reflect and plan. 
We are sticking with the same three charities as in 2020 and 
have already been able to send £130 to the Prison Fellowship, 
the Bible Society and Rehoboth in Zimbabwe. Please bring 
your Mission Boxes on any Sunday and give them to David or 
Jenny.  
The committee have provisionally fixed some events and 
activity for later this year, so please make a note in your diary. 

The Garden Party will be on Saturday afternoon July 17. 
Shoppers’ coffee mornings will start again and we shall have 
some stalls on Saturday September 18. 
We hope to hold a concert on Saturday afternoon October 9.  
There will be a Mission Sunday service on October 17, when 
we shall learn more of the work of the Bible Society. 
And the popular ‘favourite readings’ (poetry or prose) will 
take place on Tuesday afternoon November 9. 
All these dates need to be confirmed as the months go by but 
we are hopeful that they will happen and that we shall not 
only raise some money and share information about our 
charities but also provide much-needed enjoyable occasions 
for meeting again!                      Peter Brain 
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Eco Matters 

 “The earth produced all kinds of plants and God was 
pleased with what He saw.” Genesis 1 verse12 

I am writing this before the COP 15 Biodiversity Conference, 
which I mentioned in the April “Glenorchy Review”, begins 
on 17th May in China. The Dasgupta Review “The Economics 
of Biodiversity” forms a basis for some of the discussions. 
This points to a need for “supra-national institutional 
arrangements” that may involve payment systems for 
poorer countries to protect the vital ecosystems they 
contain – tropical rainforests, for example – and charges or 
“rents” for the use of regions outside borders, such as 
fishing and freight traffic on open oceans.  
Professor Pathna Dasgupta writes: 
“Ultimately, we each have to serve as judge and jury for our 
own actions. And that cannot happen unless we develop an 
affection for Nature and its processes. If we care about our 
common future and the common future of our descendants, 
we should all in part be naturalists.”   
Sir David Attenborough writes: 
“This comprehensive and immensely important report 
shows us how, by bringing economics and ecology face to 
face, we can help to save the natural world and in doing so 
save ourselves.” 

Let us pray that world leaders, from rich and poor countries, 
take such ideas to heart and determine to move forward in 
a radical and sustainable way.              Peter Johnstone 

 
 A reminder that the Eco group could really do with one or two 
new members to strengthen it. If you share the growing 
concern about the environment, please talk to Peter . 
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           Shoe Boxes—Withycrafters 

The group who have organised the “shoe 
boxes” for Moldova for many years has been 
known as Withycrafters, as it was originally a group of 
Withycombe Raleigh WI members.  However, over the past 
few years we have been delighted to welcome friends from 
the Glenorchy Church congregation.  

So we have now decided that we would like to change our 
name to Glenorchy Crafters, enabling any person attending 
Glenorchy Church, or friends, to join us.  

We meet on the 4th Tuesday of every month from 2.00—
4.00pm, when those who wish, bring a craft with them to 
do.  This could be knitting, embroidery, sewing, card making, 
crochet etc.  However, we also welcome anyone who does 
not want to do a craft, but enjoys joining us just for a chat 
and a cup of tea or coffee. 

We are planning to send Christmas shoe boxes once again 
this year, but as we haven’t been able to meet for so long we 
find ourselves rather behind in our preparations.  We knit or 
crochet hats, scarves and mittens as a necessity for each 
box, which must also include a flannel, soap, toothbrush and 
toothpaste.  We also try to include pencil, paper, crayons, 
felt tips, small toys etc. We are grateful to anyone who can 
knit for us, or would be kind enough to donate towards the 
items we include for those deserving children and babies.  

Our first meeting will be on Tuesday 22nd June at 2.00pm. 
Please come and join us.  You will be made most welcome. 

              Sue Densham 
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                 Volunteers Needed 
                     Might this be for you?? 

1) Elders: A reminder that we are seeking at least two 
new Elders to replace those who are standing down.  
Please consider whether  there is someone you would 
wish to nominate for this role.  A list of eligible members 
and a nomination paper will be included in next month’s 
Review,  to be returned by 18th July, in advance of the 
Annual Meeting on 25th July 

Is there a volunteer to take the Minutes of the Church 
Meeting? Offers to Jenny, please. 

2)  Pulpit Supply Secretary: Lyn has done this job for 
many years and now wishes to step down. It involves 
contacting visiting Ministers to come and lead worship 
and sending them an Order of Service.  Hopefully, once 
we have a minister of our own again, this may not arise so 
often!   The job does not have to be done by an Elder, so 
if you might be interested, please speak to Lyn.   

 More new words for an old hymn... 

Sign up, sign up for church work      
There’s lots of jobs to do.   
New Elders now are needed, 
Perhaps this might be you?                   
Maybe you’d take the Minutes? 
Or find people to preach? 
Or learn the Power Point system - 
We’ll find someone to teach!  
Anon   
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Christian Response to Eastern Europe 
The Warehouse will be open on Wednesday 2nd June 10am -
3pm. If you have any good quality clothing and bedding or 
other items (see last month’s Review) I can collect late on 
Tuesday afternoon or on Wednesday  9am-9.45am or after 
11.15am.                    Jenny Newman  (Tel: 275457) 

Allotment Diary 
   

In May the weather was more unsettled than it 
was in April bringing some welcome rain at times.  
The potatoes leaves are now showing above 
ground, beetroot have been planted out and the first row 
of runner beans is planted and they are climbing up the 
canes. The polytunnel is full of tomato, aubergine and 
sweet and hot pepper plants. 
There were two echiums, twelve feet tall, one red and one 
blue flowered, on our plot last year. They had taken three 
years to reach full size. There was a photo of them in the 
December/January ”Review”.  In the autumn they set seed 
and died off – finally being felled on a day of strong winds. 
Some of the seed was collected and germinated – so we 
hope to see more “giants” in about three years time ! 

It has been suggested by the allotment site coordinators 
that every plot grows some sunflowers as symbols of more 
positive times to come as we emerge from the restrictions 
applied during the pandemic. We will take part in this by 
growing even more sunflowers than we usually do! Some of 
last year’s were pictured on the front of last September’s 
“Review”.         Peter Johnstone 



18 

 

 
 
 
Hunger here in the UK isn’t all about food. As we move 
forward we are discussing how we can safely welcome 
people back into the hall and where we can once again offer 
more than just food. We provide compassionate, practical 
support to people in crisis so that they can tackle the issues 
they’re facing, enabling them to move forward and not rely 
on the food bank indefinitely. We can signpost people to 
other agencies and services that can help them, preventing 
them from reaching a crisis point in the future. 

Our volunteers are good listeners and this is crucial to truly 
understand the nature of the problems people face. 
Everyone’s experience of poverty is different and it’s vital 
that people receive tailored dignified support. Our values are 
core to everything we do and they guide the decisions we 
make. We are compassionate towards the individuals and 
families who turn to us for support and always treat people 
with dignity and respect. We are non-judgemental in our 
dealing with others and celebrate the diverse talents and 
backgrounds of those who support and work with us. 
Exmouth Foodbank                          www.exmouthfoodbank.org.uk 

The Glenorchy donations box is in the Church entrance next 
to the offertory box. Donations of all tinned bottles  packets 
food will be most welcome with a good best before date.  
Thank you for your continued support.             
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Puzzle Corner 
 
To mark UEFA Euro 2020 (belatedly!), where do 
these teams play: 
Everton, Queens Park Rangers, Leeds United,  
Cardiff City (pre 2009), Manchester United,  
Middlesbrough, Nottingham Forest,  
Plymouth Argyle, Boston United (sorry!) 
 
Last month’s capital cities : Gaborone, Lusaka. Edinburgh, Nairobi, 
Oslo, Rome, Cairo, Helsinki, Yerevan 

Thursday 3rd 
9.15am  Work Club 

Sunday 6th 

10.30am Family Service  
with Holy Communion 
Revd Iain McDonald 

Tuesday 8th 

2pm Elders Meeting 

Thursday 10th 

9.15am  Work Club 

Sunday 13th 

10.30am Family Service 
Commitment for Life 
Revd Peter Brain 

Thursday 17th 

9.15am  Work Club 

Sunday 20th 

10.30am Family Service 
Revd Sabrina Groeschel 

Tuesday 22nd 

2pm Craft Group re-starts 

Wednesday 23rd 

10am Art Group re-starts 

Thursday 24th 

9.15am  Work Club 

Saturday 26th 

4pm Social Tea 
(to be confirmed) 

Sunday 27th 

10.30am Family Service 
12.00 Church Meeting 
(to be confirmed) 

Calendar for June 
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