
This paper is for those listening and sharing this service on-line. Please print it out beforehand. 
Imagine you are in Glenorchy church and it is Sunday April 4, 2021 – it’s best if you share in this service at 
some time on that day.   Please sit comfortably and feel that you are ready to worship God. 
 
Welcome to worship on this day of days. In the words of Psalm 118, ‘the stone which the builders rejected 
has become the chief cornerstone’.  God has not only raised Jesus from the dead but, with him, validated 
everything that Jesus said and did and stood for, bringing us hope for tomorrow and beyond tomorrow. 
How better to begin than with the affirmation of the apostle Paul, writing to the church in Corinth and to us 
–  ‘had Christ that once was slain ne’er burst his three-day prison, our faith had been in vain’.  (R&S 248) 
 
1 This joyful Eastertide 
Away with sin and sorrow! 
My Love, the Crucified, 
Has sprung to life this morrow.  
(Refrain:) 
Had Christ that once was slain ne’er burst his three day prison, our faith had been in vain, 
But now is Christ arisen, arisen, arisen, arisen!! 
 
Let us pray: 
Thanks be to you, loving God, for the joy that is at the heart of the faith we profess, 
a joy not built on the shifting sand of guesswork or fancy but on the rock which is Christ Jesus. 
Thanks be to you, loving God, for the gospel’s utterly good news, 
timelessly relevant in every century, in every place, here, now. 
Thanks be to you, loving God, for the powerful truth of the story of Easter, 
death and darkness overcome by life and light, 
for the pain and despair of that cross swallowed up in the return of Jesus as our risen Lord. 
Thanks be to you, loving God, for the power of this gospel to transform, to renew, to complete 
what was begun by Jesus and in his continuing presence. 
Thanks be to you, loving God, for all that Easter means. 
For we pray with joyful hearts and minds in the name of Christ Jesus,  Amen. 
 
We listen for God’s word in a reading from the fourth Gospel. 
 
Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the tomb and 
saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb. So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the 
other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, ‘They have taken the Lord out of the 
tomb, and we do not know where they have laid him.’ Then Peter and the other disciple set out 
and went towards the tomb. The two were running together, but the other disciple outran Peter 
and reached the tomb first. He bent down to look in and saw the linen wrappings lying there, but 
he did not go in. Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the linen 
wrappings lying there, and the cloth that had been on Jesus’ head, not lying with the linen 
wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself. Then the other disciple, who reached the tomb first, 
also went in, and he saw and believed; for as yet they did not understand the scripture, that he 
must rise from the dead. Then the disciples returned to their homes. 
 
The next hymn is by Charles Wesley and this is a Methodist choir using the words from the Methodist book. 
(Hymns and Psalms 193)  There is an Alleluia after each line (not all printed here). 
 

2 Death's flood has lost its chill, 
Since Jesus crossed the river; 
Lover of souls, from ill 
My passing soul deliver. 



Christ the Lord is risen today; let creation join to say: Alleluia! 
raise your joys and triumphs high, sing, ye heavens; thou earth, reply: Alleluia! 
 
Love's redeeming work is done, fought the fight, the battle won; Alleluia! 
Vain the stone, the watch, the seal; Christ hath burst the gates of hell; Alleluia! 
 
Lives again our glorious King; where, O death, is now thy sting? Alleluia! 
Once he dies, our souls to save; where's thy victory, boasting grave? Alleluia! 
 
Soar we now where Christ hath led, following our exalted Head; Alleluia! 
made like him, like him we rise; ours the cross, the grave, the skies. Alleluia! 
 
King of glory! Soul of bliss! Everlasting life is this.  Alleluia! 
Thee to know, thy power to prove, thee to sing and thus to love.  Alleluia! 
 
 
John’s Gospel continues with one of the most moving stories in the Bible. The New Testament scholar  
C H Dodd comments: “is there anything quite like it in all ancient literature?” 
 
But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look into the tomb; and 
she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had been lying, one at the head and 
the other at the feet. They said to her, ‘Woman, why are you weeping?’ She said to them, ‘They 
have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him.’ When she had said this, 
she turned round and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not know that it was Jesus. Jesus 
said to her, ‘Woman, why are you weeping? For whom are you looking?’ Supposing him to be the 
gardener, she said to him, ‘Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, and 
I will take him away.’ Jesus said to her, ‘Mary!’ She turned and said to him in Hebrew, ‘Rabbouni!’ 
(which means Teacher). Jesus said to her, ‘Do not hold on to me, because I have not yet 
ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and say to them, “I am ascending to my Father and 
your Father, to my God and your God.” ’ Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, ‘I 
have seen the Lord’; and she told them that he had said these things to her. 
 

A sermon for Easter Day April 4, 2021 
 As we are still in the tunnel of the pandemic (albeit with some light visible at the end) 
there is a strange comparison to be made between ‘now’ and ‘then’. The appearances of 
Jesus on Easter Day and during the following weeks were certainly convincing for his 
disciples; and yet they did not really start proclaiming it for some weeks. Then ‘on the day of 
Pentecost’, 50 days later, they were empowered by God’s Spirit to tell the world that ‘this 
Jesus God raised up’, as Peter put it. Similarly for us, though we know that the threat of the 
awful virus will be minimised, we have to wait for a few more weeks before we can start to 
go out and about, including to worship – even if we don’t start singing out loud in church! 
 According to the Biblical record, for the disciples Easter was not the complete deal. 
Similarly we now need our second jab and a few weeks for our bodies to become immune. 
And the plan is for public worship at Glenorchy not to begin again until Pentecost Sunday, 
May 23, although even then we shall still keep a safe distance from our fellow-worshippers 
as before. 



 I must not press the comparison. But I do often think about those weeks. Why did the 
disciples not start talking about the resurrection sooner? Why did Jesus only appear 
occasionally? Did the Jewish authorities think that their story that Jesus’ disciples had stolen 
the body was the end of the matter? Did Pontius Pilate give it a second thought? No answers, 
no-one kept a diary, though there were several memories for later; it was all too mind-
blowing. Luke simply says that Jesus told them to wait; and then (in the first chapter of Acts) 
he says that after the resurrection Jesus “presented himself alive to them by many convincing 
proofs”.  
 But, convinced or not, they were silent on the matter until empowered to speak by 
God. The pressure had been building and the message had been forming in their minds 
during those weeks, until it burst out at Pentecost. And at the heart of it is not so much the 
claim that Jesus rose from the dead seven weeks before, but the message that Jesus is alive, 
that Jesus the Saviour is out and about, every day and everywhere.  
 The only real evidence for the resurrection of Jesus is the undeniable phenomenon of 
the Christian Church. From the beginning we have been rightly called ‘Easter People’ and, as 
Paul writes, ‘if Christ be not raised your faith is futile and you are still in your sins’. But it is 
not the empty tomb that makes us believers; it is the risen Christ Jesus, who still forgives and 
empowers his followers and calls them friends. To repeat the theme of my last few sermons, 
Jesus is Emmanuel, God alongside. 
 It was this sense which transformed the apostles from their doubts and fear when the 
Spirit came upon them. A couple of times Paul even calls the Holy Spirit ‘the spirit of Jesus’ 
and he clearly felt that the Lord who had appeared to him en route for Damascus was the 
same one who was guiding and encouraging him all the time. As we shall see when we come 
to Pentecost, it is this distinctive focus on Jesus Christ which separates out our Christian 
faith from other eccentric or dangerous forms of ‘spirituality’. 
 For today, two characters stand out in John’s account of the resurrection of Jesus. The 
first is Mary, who weeps alone in the garden until her name is spoken in that unforgettable 
way. ‘Do not touch me’ is a strange command, but her conviction does not depend on 
touching; she runs to the apostles with the good news. For this she has been called ‘the 
apostle to the apostles’ by Thomas Aquinas and again in 2016 by Pope Francis. Mary 
Magdalene represents the heart’s response to the resurrection, the sheer delight in the 
awesome possibility, the assurance that Jesus was indeed God’s love made flesh. By way of 
deliberate contrast there is another blunt, more cerebral response from Thomas, who is 
missing on Easter evening. When Jesus comes on the following Sunday he invites Thomas to 
touch. ‘You want evidence? Well here I am’ says the Lord. And Thomas cannot but assent, 
and in doing so he is the first recorded disciple to call Jesus ‘my God’. 
 The story involves Mary Magdalene who wanted to touch and Thomas who needed to 
touch. As John well knew, they represent the two sides of our response to the Easter 
message. We need to engage both mind and heart with Jesus. Our minds should not duck 
some hard questions; neither should our hearts stifle an emotional response to all that Christ 
can mean to the believer.  



 We should think it through like Thomas and we should feel it deeply like Mary and 
thus with our whole being we can give thanks be to God who made it happen and who is for 
ever the life-giver now that the Holy Spirit is out and about in the world. Thus we are invited 
to believe, meaning both to think it through and feel it too, and to be in ourselves as 
Christians, by our faithfulness and our love, continuing evidence for the risen life of Christ 
Jesus.   He is risen indeed. Emmanuel for ever. 
 
Our next hymn is a gentle reflection comparing Easter and springtime, both promises of God’s recurring 
love and care.    (R&S 243) 
 
Now the green blade rises from the buried grain, 
wheat that in the dark earth many days has lain; 
Love lives again, that with the dead has been: 
Love is come again, like wheat that springs up green. 
 
In the grave they laid him, Love whom we had slain, 
thinking that he never would awake again, 
laid in the earth like grain that sleeps unseen: 
Love is come again, like wheat that springs up green. 
 
Forth he came at Easter, like the risen grain, 
he that for the three days in the grave had lain, 
quick from the dead my risen Lord is seen: 
Love is come again, like wheat that springs up green. 
 
When our hearts are wintry, grieving, or in pain, 
then your touch can call us back to life again, 
fields of our hearts that dead and bare have been: 
Love is come again, like wheat that springs up green. 
 
At this point in the service we would have brought up the offertory and we shall offer a prayer. 
 
Then we shall share the Lord’s Prayer and recall how many millions of people will use this prayer today 
and how many millions have used it over the centuries, in every language and tradition. 
 
Now we offer our prayers of intercession. 
For those we know personally, as we recall names and faces in our minds. Bless them, we pray, life-giving 
God, with Easter joy even in times of trouble. We remember especially those who mourn and others 
bereaved who think that everyone has forgotten; Father God you love them and can give them peace. We 
pray in a moment of silence for those closest to us in any need or trouble.   
(there is a 30 second pause on the recording) 
We pray for all our fellow-Christians around the world on this day. For those with a similar tradition and 
language to us we pray; for those whose worship and music and buildings are very different from ours we 
pray; with a special prayer for Christians in the Holy Land, the land of that first Easter, mostly Palestinians 
with on-going difficulties and hardship; renew their faith and hope today we pray. 
We pray for those caught up directly in the pandemic, for all medical staff, for counsellors, for carers of 
every kind, for administrators,  for all who are part of our journey through and beyond the present troubles, 



grant them all refreshment in body and mind with hope in their hearts and a deep realisation that what they 
are doing is intrinsically good, for we who honour Jesus the healer know this is your will, Father God. And 
we pray for all who are still anxious or afraid to receive the vaccine, with thanksgiving for all those engaged 
in delivering it in our town, and with compassion for those overshadowed by the deaths of care-home 
residents in Sidmouth. Grant us with them a deep peace and a living hope, we pray. 
Finally we pray for those whose needs are fully known only to you, loving God. We can think of the 
protesting people of Myanmar and the Rohingya refugees, the people of Xinjiang and Hong Kong denied 
their basic right, slave labourers across the world often unknown to us when we buy things they made, 
whole populations gasping for breath under the heel of uncaring or corrupt powers.  So many people still 
suffering and not enough people trying to change things for the better. Lord, this is, and has always been, a 
troubled world. Easter did not bring closure; believers still need to follow Jesus not least as he confront the 
authorities through what we call Holy Week and pays the price for doing so. Lord, with your Holy Spirit 
grant us all the hope which Easter brings, the dawning of a new day with hope not just for life beyond death 
but for a better tomorrow here and now. 
For every sign of new life, of hope and love, we praise you, Lord, and offer ourselves as would-be followers 
of Jesus, our living Lord. 
And we offer all these prayers in his name and for his sake.  Amen. 
 
Our final hymn is a burst of Christian confidence.  (R&S 247)  
 
Thine be the glory, risen, conquering Son,  
endless is the victory thou o'er death hast won; 
angels in bright raiment rolled the stone away,  
kept the folded grave-clothes where thy body lay. 
Thine be the glory, risen, conquering Son, endless is the victory thou o'er death hast won. 
 

Lo, Jesus meets us, risen from the tomb;  
lovingly he greets us, scatters fear and gloom; 
let the Church with gladness hymns of triumph sing,  
for her Lord now liveth, death hath lost its sting: 
Thine be the glory, risen, conquering Son, endless is the victory thou o'er death hast won. 
 

No more we doubt thee, glorious Prince of Life; 
life is naught without thee: aid us in our strife; 
make us more than conquerors through thy deathless love; 
bring us safe through Jordan to thy home above: 
Thine be the glory, risen, conquering Son, endless is the victory thou o'er death hast won. 
 
(from the Letter of Jude:) 
Now to him who is able to keep you from falling and to make you stand without blemish in the presence of 
his glory with rejoicing, to the only God our Saviour, through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, 
power and authority, before all time and now and for ever.  Amen 
 
And may the blessing of God, Father, Son and Spirit, rest upon you and those whom you love and 
pray for, this Easter day and for evermore.  Amen 
 
 
The recording concludes with the ‘Hallelujah’ chorus from Handel’s ‘Messiah’. 
 


