
This paper is for those listening and sharing this service on-line. Please print it out beforehand. 
 
Imagine you are in Glenorchy church and it is Sunday March 14, 2021 – but you can listen and share in this 
short recorded service at any time.   Please sit comfortably and feel that you are ready to worship God. 
 
Welcome to our on-line service for Mothering Sunday.  
There will be three hymns which are printed on this service sheet as they are in Rejoice and Sing; 
the recorded singers use these (copyright-free) words, apart from two slight changes. 
 
So let us worship God in the name and spirit of Jesus. 
Our opening hymn is derived from Psalm 23, one of the best known and loved. (R&S 679) 
 
1 The Lord’s my Shepherd, I’ll not want: 
    he makes me down to lie 
in pastures green; he leadeth me 
    the quiet waters by. 
 
2 My soul he doth restore again: 
   and me to walk doth make 
within the paths of righteousness, 
   even for his own name’s sake. 
 
3 Yea, though I walk in death’s dark vale, 
    yet will I fear no ill; 
for thou art with me; and thy rod 
    and staff me comfort still. 
 
 
Now let us pray together. 
(The prayers will conclude with the Lord’s Prayer in the traditional form) 
 
At this point in the service we would have brought up the offertory* and we shall offer a prayer. 
 
Now we shall listen for God’s word in a reading from Luke’s Gospel, chapter 2: 

22 When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, they brought him up to 
Jerusalem to present him to the Lord.   
25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was righteous and devout, looking 
forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him. It had been revealed to him by the 
Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah.7Guided by the Spirit, 
Simeon came into the temple; and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him what was 
customary under the law, Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying, 
‘Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace,  according to your word; 
for my eyes have seen your salvation, which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 
a light for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel.’ 
And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being said about him. Then Simeon blessed 
them and said to his mother Mary, ‘This child is destined for the falling and the rising of many in Israel, and 
to be a sign that will be opposed so that the inner thoughts of many will be revealed—and a sword will 
pierce your own soul too.’ 

The sermon:   the text is available to download from the website. 

4 My table thou hast furnished 
in presence of my foes; 
my head with oil thou dost anoint 
and my cup overflows. 
 
5 Goodness and mercy all my life 
   shall surely follow me; 
and in God’s house forever more 
   my dwelling place shall be.  
 
William Whittingham (1524-79) 



 
Our next hymn continues the theme – the persistence of God’s love in Christ Jesus.  (R&S 511) 
 
1 O Love that wilt not let me go, 
I rest my weary soul in thee; 
I give thee back the life I owe, 
that in thine ocean depths its flow 
may richer, fuller be. 
 
2 O light that followest all my way, 
I yield my flickering torch to thee; 
my heart restores its borrowed ray, 
that in thy sunshine's blaze its day 
may brighter, fairer be. 
 
 
Now we offer our prayers for others with the refrain 
‘Father Mother God, bless those for whom we pray for the sake of Christ Jesus,  Amen.’ 
 
(After these prayers you are invited to pause the recording for a few minutes of quiet reflection and prayer.) 
 
Our final hymn is another based on a Psalm, inviting us to trust God even in the darkness.  (R&S 685) 
 

1 Through all the changing scenes of life, 
in trouble and in joy, 
the praises of my God shall still 
my heart and tongue employ. 
 
2 Of his deliverance I will boast 
till all that are distressed 
from mine example comfort take 
and soothe their griefs to rest. 
 
3 O magnify the Lord with me, 
with me exalt his name; 
when in distress to him I called 
he to my rescue came. 
 
 
The blessing 

 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Thanks for sharing in this service – remember we still are the church even when denied use of our building. 
But, as though we were sitting in the Glenorchy building, let’s listen to the late Chris Trinder playing a 
gentle familiar piece on the Glenorchy organ. (4 minutes reflection time) 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

* a reminder: Glenorchy church bank account number 00016890, sort code 40-52-40 

3 O joy that seekest me through pain, 
I cannot close my heart to thee; 
I trace the rainbow through the rain, 
and feel the promise is not vain, 
that morn shall tearless be. 
 
4 O Cross that liftest up my head, 
I dare not ask to fly from thee; 
I lay in dust life's glory dead, 
and from the ground there blossoms red 
life that shall endless be. 
 
George Matheson (1842-1906) 

4 The hosts of God encamp around 
the dwellings of the just; 
deliverance he affords to all 
who on his succour trust. 

5 O make but trial of his love: 
experience will decide 
how blest are they, and only they, 
who in his truth confide. 

6 Fear him, ye saints, and you will then 
have nothing else to fear; 
make you his service your delight, 
your wants shall be his care. 

Verses from Psalm 34, Tate & Brady 1696 


