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Letter from the Editor 

Welcome to this edition of the Review.  It is again more 
limited in its content than was the case before the Covid 19 
pandemic put restrictions on our activities.  But church life 
continues in a different way and it has been good to be able 
to resume our services of worship on Sunday morning, even 
with fewer people able to attend.   We are continuing to 
distribute the weekly ‘reflection’ to those who are unable 
to come, and once again, the reflection for this Sunday  (27 
October) is included here in the Review. 

For those with internet access,  please remember to visit 
our website at www.glenorchychurch.org.uk where you will 
find  the weekly reflections and other items and pictures 
(see p9). You will also find the full copy of the Review under 
the section “Church Life/ Church Newsletter”, if you prefer  
to read it there rather than downloading the pdf from an    
e-mail onto your computer.  

 

The next issue will appear on  November 
1st.  Items for inclusion should be sent to 
the editor by  Friday October 23rd.  Please 
remember that there is a limit of 250 
words per page, to avoid the need for 
editing it down.  Thanks.   
 

sheila@sheilabrain.com 

 

http://www.glenorchychurch.org.uk
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This reflection is based on the sermon 
delivered by Revd Edward Hulme on Sunday 
27 September 2020 .  
                        

The Human Factor 
 

You know all about algorithms, which have hit the headlines 
this summer, don't  you? Personally, I confess my ignorance. 

My dictionary tells me algorithms are 'a process or set of 
rules to be followed in calculations or other problem-solving 
operations, especially by a computer'. They've been around 
over 4,500 years and contributed hugely to civilization. 

However, like any human invention or device, algorithms are 
open to abuse and can become our masters rather than our 
servants. As happened spectacularly this summer in the 
attempt to resolve the A level and GCSE 'results' crisis when 
inadequate input led to cruelly unjust outcomes for many 
thousands of students, even if teachers' assessments were 
eventually given due place and the human factor took its 
rightful place as ultimate arbiter. 

Significantly, computer-managed algorithms are coming 
under stricter scrutiny as the limitations of automated 
decision-making are recognised. Whilst we should be grateful 
for the massive contribution cyber technology has made to 
human well-being, it's becoming increasingly clear that 
people, with their incomparable mental and emotional 
capacities, their critical thinking and potentially wise 
judgment, must always be in ultimate control. 
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But we well know that people like you and me do evil as 
well as good - either directly or through agencies like 
algorithms or robotics. The human factor is fickle, as the 
Bible consistently shows. 

The early Genesis myths suggest everything in Creation is 
intrinsically good yet susceptible to the damaging threats of 
human misconduct. The prophets chastised their 
compatriots for their failure to heed the promptings of God.  

Jesus supremely recognised the fickleness of the human 
factor – how readily we clamour after material riches rather 
than spiritual, Mammon instead of God. The Bible testifies 
that unless we choose good rather than evil, people and 
planet inevitably suffer. 

Today, the crucial choice remains. Each and every man, 
woman and child has to choose between attitudes and 
behaviour that cherish life and those that imperil it, 
between heeding and ignoring the ever present 'still small 
voice'.  

As we face gargantuan challenges – the pandemic most 
acutely, the climate crisis surpassing all others – we shall 
need super computers and commensurately elaborate 
algorithms. But our greatest need will be for leaders and 
citizens infused with the kind of wisdom and love Jesus of 
Nazareth sublimely expressed and embodied. It seems to 
me, the human factor remains of paramount importance. 
What do you think? 

Edward Hulme 
 



8 

 

 Resumption of Services 

Services re-started as planned on 6 September with just over 
30 people attending.  It was good to be able to greet friends 
again, even though we had to keep our distance, and smiles 
were invisible behind the masks!    

Despite the restrictions there was a real sense of  worship 
and we were able to join in singing/humming the hymns 
quietly to ourselves, or just follow the words on the screen.  
We now feel more confident about encouraging members 
and friends to come along if you feel able to do so.  Please 
contact Jenny to reserve a place.  

New regulations:   
Places of worship are exempt from the ‘rule of six’ - so long 
as no more than six people are gathered together (or sitting) 
as a single group, but are spread out around the room, as we 
are doing.  This also applies to meetings and activities on the 
premises,  so long as social distance rules are observed.  

Lunchtime Concerts 
At the time of writing we have cancelled 
the first two concerts due to the latest Covid19 restrictions.   
We hope to resume later in the month as follows: 
21st October: Le Jazz with Chris Gradwell (clarinet) and 
Andrew Barratt (guitar)  
28th October: Iryna Linytska (mezzo soprano) with Sam 
Baker (piano).  
Depending on circumstances nearer the time these two 
concerts may also have to be cancelled.    
It's all very disappointing.                       David Lee 
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     Fresh From The Word 2021 
 

If you would like to order these daily bible-

reading notes, please send Sheila Johnstone an  

e-mail (pnandskj@gmail.com) by 1st November. 

The cost will be £10.50, which includes packing and postage. 

 

Additions  to the Church Website  
Reflections and Audio Recordings 

 

Those of you with Internet access who have visited our 
website recently (at www.glenorchychurch.org.uk) will have 
noticed that each week we have added the Reflections 
provided by our preachers to the Home Page.  So if you’ve 
lost that email or paper copy with the particular week’s 
Reflections, just head for our website.   
We’re now also adding an audio recording of each Sunday 
morning service to the website Home Page.  All you need to 
do is click on the link shown and the recording should start 
immediately.  At the time of writing we have the recordings 
of the last service before lockdown, and the two services 
since lockdown. The facility is still provisional and subject to 
‘technical issues’ – for example, a section of the recording 
for 13th September contains several minutes of silence 
instead of the organist playing a hymn.  But we hope that 
this facility will become a firm fixture and be especially 
helpful to those unable to attend the services.      
  Geoff Smith 

http://www.glenorchychurch.org.uk
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News of the Church Family 
Shirley Vanryne has been in hospital with back problems. 
Violet Cross also has back problems and needs to use a 
wheelchair when her son takes her out.  Mike Chanter had 
an operation on his back and is now able to get out and 
about  Many people are isolating due to the Covid19 virus.  
We pray that all will be kept safe. 

In Memoriam—John Lloydlangston 

With regret,  we report the death of John Lloydlangston 
peacefully in hospital on 19 September.  John had been 
confined to a wheelchair for some years after a near-fatal 
aneurism and bore his disability with courage and an ever 
cheerful smile. A tribute will appear in the next Review.   
Our sympathy is extended  to  Sandra and the family.  

          Message from Wendy Marshall 
I would like to express my most grateful thanks to 
Val Nuttall who during lockdown and shielding 
shopped for me every week.  She kept me going 

without fuss and was always cheerful.  I know she did this 
service for others too, including Geoff Wilcox who would 
also like to express his thanks.   My thanks also go to 
Heather King who several times topped me up with shop-
ping.  I was very grateful to the many Glenorchy friends 
who kindly phoned me during this time so a sincere 
thankyou to everyone. 
Editor’s note: some of you may not know that Wendy suffered 
symptoms of Covid 19 early in the outbreak and that Geoff tested 
positive while in hospital for another reason.   
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Mission Sunday 11th October  

A reminder that Jan Heptinstall will introduce us all to the 
work of the Prison Fellowship, one of the three charities 
being supported in 2020. They do excellent support work 
with prisoners inside and after their release.  Please come 
and hear about it in the context of Sunday worship. 

[Reading this on-line? Then find out more by clicking here .] 

And please bring your mission boxes - during the lockdown 
we have not been able to have any fund-raising events, so 
need to raise extra funds somehow.   Please be willing to 
make an extra donation on October 11, or alternatively you 
can contribute directly to Mission funds any time:   

The Mission Committee bank account is ‘Glenorchy URC 
Mission A/c ' with a sort code 77-10-05  and account 
number 00001698.  

Love and congratulations to all who celebrate an 
anniversary or birthday in October 

Sunday 1st November 

This is All Saints Day. We shall include in the service an 
opportunity to remember and give thanks for four 
church members who have died since the lock-down, 
Archie Conner, John Douglass, Sheila Midgley and John 
Lloydlangston, since it has not yet been possible to hold 
full thanksgiving services in church.  

https://prisonfellowship.org.uk/
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Allotment Diary 

 Exmouth allotments have remained “open” 
throughout the “lockdown” – so we have enjoyed 
a full growing season and the benefit, throughout, 
of being able to work in the fresh air. There have 
been “rules” for us to comply with about social 
distancing, hand hygiene, etc. but people have been able to 
chat with other gardeners, which is a valuable part of 
allotment life. Unfortunately, Luke was not able to come to 
the allotment at all until July because of rules set to protect 
all residents at his shared home. We were very pleased 
when he was able to join in again. The long spell of hot, 
sunny weather has given us good crops generally but we 
have been kept very busy watering.  
In the polytunnel we have grown tomatoes, cucumbers, 

peppers and aubergines. Outside we grew potatoes, peas, 

beans, courgettes, beetroot, parsnips, carrots and kale. The 

runner beans planted earlier were badly affected by blackfly 

but those sown later were not and have been cropping very 

well. A good crop of damsons has been turned into jam and 

we have a good crop of dessert apples, too.  I will write more 

next month.                                                          Peter Johnstone 

 
Perennials are the ones that grow like weeds, 
biennials are the ones that die this year 
instead of next, and hardy annuals are the 
ones that never come up at all.  

   Katharine Whitehorn (journalist) 
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Walking Group 
Friday 9th October 

    Salcombe Hill near Sidmouth  

Directions:  Take the A3052 from Newton Poppleford to 
Sidford. Go through Sidford and take the first right just past 
the Blue Ball Inn. Follow this road towards Sidmouth and 
after approximately 1.5 miles turn left onto the road 
marked Salcombe Hill and Norman Lockyer Observatory, 
just opposite the Hunters Moon Hotel.  At the top of the hill 
turn right into Salcombe Hill Car Park. This is quite a small 
car park so car sharing would be helpful. It would be 
sensible in the current situation to walk and gather only in 
small groups of no more than 6. 

Meet here at 10am. There are picnic tables by the car park 
so  you can bring a drink to have before we leave or at a 
short stop on route where you can also enjoy the views. 
There is one short section which is rather uneven but most 
of the route is flat and easy. 

If you wish to come on the walk please ring Peter Street  in 
advance —1395 266005. We will confirm the walk (weather 
dependent) on Thursday 8th October so please call Peter 
then to see if it is going ahead. 

If anyone wants lunch on the way home the Blue Ball is 
open as is Kings Garden centre.                 Peter Street 

Cauliflowers are just cabbages with a college 

education .          Mark Twain 
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Eco Matters 

Many of you will have seen the recent David Attenborough 
programme broadcast on BBC1.  This reported that about 
one million species out of eight million are threatened with 
extinction by humans within decades if present trends 
continue.   And the programme emphasised that this matters 
because biodiversity is vital to the health of our planet, not 
just for the natural world but also for the human race.   

Revd Ruth Whitehead wrote along similar lines for us in her 
‘Reflections for Harvest’: “More and more scientists reject 
the term ‘environment’ for the natural world – as if it is the 
backdrop for our human play. There is one world, one order 
of inter-dependent living systems, we are just a part of the 
life of the earth, and called to live in it and alongside other 
parts with care and with gratitude and appreciation. For too 
long the human race has sought to subdue and exploit the 
earth – we need to find ways to remember we are part of the 
life of the earth.” 

The threats to biodiversity arise from a variety of causes: the 
destruction of habitats, exploitation of animals and marine 
life, pollution, and climate change.  There is no doubt that 
humankind is behind all of them to a lesser or greater extent.   

Isaiah seems to recognise something similar (Isaiah 24: 4-5): 

The earth dries up and withers, 
    the world languishes and withers; 
    the heavens languish together with the earth. 
The earth lies polluted under its inhabitants; 
for they have transgressed laws,  violated the statutes, 
    broken the everlasting covenant. 
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In response, we need collectively to come to 
God for forgiveness for what we have allowed 
to happen, to change our ways, and encourage 
others to do so.  And though people are often 
selfish, they often do (as we’ve found in the 
pandemic) change their ways when they’re 
convinced that change is for the better not just 
for themselves, but for the good of others.    

Our God cares for us and for all his creation.  May he help us 
to repair the balance, to listen to what nature and the world 
is telling us, and to lead us to work with others for a 
healthier world. 
Geoff Smith 

Christian Response to Eastern Europe. 

Jenny will be going to the Warehouse on Wednesday 
7thOctober, and can collect quality clothing, bedding 
(blankets, sheets, synthetic duvets but no pillows) or 
kitchenware on Tuesday afternoon or Wednesday morning. 
Please contact Jenny on 275457 if you have any items 
 

Shoe Boxes 

Plans are still in place for this year’s Shoe Box 
Appeal, so please start collecting  small items 
suitable for inclusion.  Cash gifts are also most 
welcome for the purchase of extra items.  Contact Sue 
Densham  for more information: Tel 488219 
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      Community Larder  
September 2020 

Demand continues to be high, with monthly numbers more 
than twice the same period last year, though not as extreme 
as in April and May. 

Heading back towards "normal", we will soon start referring 
those that need more help to Citizens Advice or to EDDC 
departments. This will take us back to our policy of providing 
food help in the context of support for the underlying crisis.  
There can be no doubt that the food bank emergency will 
continue, driven more by people relying on Universal Credit 
having lost good jobs than by the virus itself.   

Normal now is realising that the virus is around to stay; and 
we do not know how long before an effective vaccine can be 
found. So the Larder has to adapt, as everywhere else. 
Deliveries will continue to be the norm.  "Social distancing" 
prevents us having people come to collect, except in a few  
special conditions. 

Fortunately, the Exmouth Community Larder now has a long 
term future following an agreement with the Salvation Army, 
including the availability of more space in the hall.  This was 
discussed and agreed before the virus struck, but has been 
especially vital in the urgency of the pandemic. 

The pandemic has also been a trigger for some of the new 
volunteers to be conscripted on to the Committee, following 
the principle that the Leadership Team should be people 
working on the front line.  Those from the old Leadership 
Team over the magic age of 70 now form the Larder Advisory 
Group .... old LAGs?    
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All of which works well for the future - new ideas balanced 
by our established values. 

Harvest Festivals will be different this year, but various 
collections are taking place so we hope for the usual flood of 
donations.  We are overstocked on Pasta and Rice and have 
plenty of porridge and other cereals, but the mountains of 
soup and beans are not as high as usual - so any and all 
tinned foods are very welcome. 

T H A N K S  to all of Exmouth and surrounds we continue to 
be well stocked, and a special T H A N K S to our Salvation 
Army friends who give us enough space!  

Exmouth Community Larder 

Devon Historic Churches Trust 
Jean Curl  and Jenny Newman would like to thank all who 
sponsored them for this event in September. Jean walked to 
many of the Churches in the town Centre, all of which were 
closed, but she recorded her visit.  Jenny stayed in the 
Church entrance all morning, greeting people who were 
bringing donations for the Harvest and Gift Day.  
We raised £406  in sponsorship. and the church will receive 
back half of this amount. 
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EXCHANGE OF MINISTERS 

Mayflower 400 brought to mind an exchange we had in the 
summer of 1968 over a period of three months.   Churches, 
manses and cars were exchanged when our then Minister 
Rev. Arthur Lister-Hetherington, his wife Sheila and daughter 
Julia exchanged with Rev. Edward Clapp and his wife Ruth in 
Portland Congregational Church, Connecticut, USA and the 
Clapps came to Exmouth living in our Manse.   Mr. Clapp's 
ancestors came from Salcombe Regis (just to the east of 
Sidmouth), in about 1640.   When they were here the Clapps 
went to Salcombe and visited the original farmhouse from 
which the ancestor had come.  
Whilst he was not the greatest of preachers, he was 
wonderful pastorally and our congregation took to them 
enthusiastically with visits and outings, choral singing round 
the piano in the Manse etc.   Just before their return to 
America we had a farewell social in our hall which was very 
well attended.   We really didn't want them to go and many 
people had tears in their eyes.  Although Mr. Hetherington 
was a good minister and we held a welcome back social 
things weren't really quite the same again.  Ruth was a great 
letter writer and kept in regular correspondence with some 
of our people.   When she was here she did her letter 
writing in the front bedroom of the Manse with its views of 
the Haldon Hills.  They did come to England again two or 
three years later and visited Glenorchy briefly.    
Very happy memories.                       David Lee 
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Thursday 1st 
9.15am Work Club 

Friday 2nd  
2pm Table Tennis 

Sunday 4th   
10.30am Family Service   
with Holy Communion     
Revd Peter Brain 

Thursday 8h 

9.15 Work Club 

Friday 9th    
10am Walking Group  
(see p 13) 
2pm  Table Tennis  

Sunday 11th  Mission Sunday 
10.30 am  Family  Service 
Jan Heptinstall,        
Prison Fellowship 

Thursday 15th  
9.15 Work Club 

Friday 16th 

2pm Table Tennis 

 

Sunday 18th  
10.30am Family Service  
Revd Sabrina Groeschel 

Wednesday 21st 

12.30pm  Concert (see p8) 
To be confirmed 

Thursday 22nd   
9.15am Work Club  

Friday 23rd 

2pm Table Tennis 

Sunday 25th  
10.30am Family Service  
Revd Martin Nicholls 

Wednesday 28th  

12.30pmConcert (see p8) 
To be confirmed 

Thursday 29th 

9.15 Work Club 

Friday 30th 

2pm Table Tennis 

Sunday November 1st 

10.30am Family Service   
for All Saints Day (see p11) 

     Revd Peter Brain 

Calendar for October 
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