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Letter from the Editor
We continue to worship every Sunday morning, albeit with
reduced numbers. We are grateful to our preachers who
have led us so well in these strange circumstances. See p8
for more information about recordings of the services.
If you wish to attend, please remember to contact Jenny to
reserve a place.
The reflection for this Sunday (1st November) is included
here in the Review. You will also find the full copy of the
Review on our website in the section “Church Life/ Church
Newsletter”. You may prefer to read it there rather than
downloading the pdf from an e-mail to your computer.
The next issue will appear on November 29th
and will be a double issue for December/
January. Items for inclusion should be sent to
the editor by Friday November 20th.
sheila@sheilabrain.com

Just a reminder that the printed Review and
the Sunday Reflections are available in Large
Print format. Please contact Sheila Brain
(279937) to receive the Review and Jenny
Newman (275457) for the Reflections.
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Remember our church motto:“Within these walls let no-one be a stranger”
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Reflection for All Saints Day, 1st November
I am amused by the opening of Paul’s First Letter to the church
in Corinth: he greets them as ‘called to be saints’ before going
on to lambast their varied sinfulness! He writes scathingly of
their bad practice: their sexual and other relationships are far
from ideal, their practice of sharing Communion is actually
divisive, they take each other to court, they argue fiercely over
the value of spiritual gifts – on this evidence they are even
worse than the churches of our own day! And yet the gospel is
entrusted to them and they are bidden to share it as boldly as
Paul does himself. And so are we. ‘Called to be saints’, Paul
says of the Corinthians; he might say the same about us!
November 1st is All Saints’ Day. As Christians we each have a
faith which will be stronger at some times than others and our
lives are sometimes really loving and sometimes far from it.
The core purpose of the Christian church has always been
getting the message across, the good news of God’s love in
Christ. But, as American poet and wit Ralph Waldo Emerson
once said of an opponent: ‘what you are shouts so loud I can’t
hear what you say!’ Sadly we must admit that our message is
often obscured by our behaviour. Because sceptics and cynics
love to point out hypocrisy, we are often caught out, not in
gross wrong-doing but in the small things which so easily
damage our credibility and our confidence. We do fall short.
And yet... And yet... God offers us both reassurance and a
challenge. We are called, called to be saints. Following Jesus
is not about stained-glass perfection but about forgiveness,
about coping. It’s a journey, a ‘way of life’ in every sense.
Peter Brain

6

Services in November
Sunday 1st November
Service to commemorate those of our fellowship who have
died during the year, for whom it was not possible to hold a
thanksgiving service in church at the time of their funerals.

Sunday 8th November
Remembrance Sunday
Led by Revd Jim Thorneycroft
Our new Synod Pastoral Advisor

Sunday 15th November
Led by Revd Terry Spencer

Sunday 22nd November
Led by Revd Barbara Bennett
Includes dedication of Shoe boxes to be sent to Moldova
(see p 14)

Sunday 29th November
Advent Sunday
Gift Service
Led by Revd Peter Brain with Andrew Cutler, S.A.
Includes dedication of Christmas gifts for children
(see p 12)
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Recordings
A reminder for those with Internet access to visit our
website (www.glenorchychurch.org.uk) where each week
you will find the Reflections provided by our preachers
together with the order of service and the weekly bulletin.
There is also an audio recording of the full Sunday morning
service.
We are now making this audio recording available more
widely for housebound members, using a memory stick
which will be delivered to you each week and can be used in
a play-back machine such as the ones supplied by Talking
Newspapers. If you already have one of those, and would
like to receive the recording each week, please let Jenny
know. In addition we have received 5 of the machines as a
donation so if you would like to
have one of them, please contact
Jenny.

Appreciation
Special thanks to our organists, who make
a much valued contribution to the atmosphere of worship
in these changed circumstances. It is good to be able to
hear and appreciate their accompaniment to the hymns
when not drowned out by our normal singing!

Love and congratulations to all who celebrate an
anniversary or birthday in November
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News of the Church Family
Linda Meikle is now recovering from her hip operation. Many
of our fellowship are still self-isolating because of the
Coronavirus. Please remember Ron and Mary Peters in your
prayers, along with Ian and Jean. Please remember also Mrs
Barbara Trinder, mother of one of our organists Chris Trinder
following his sudden and unexpected death in October.
Bob & Fran Ellis have moved to Topsham
to be nearer to family members. We wish
them every blessing in their new home.
ADDRESS:
10, Trafalgar Court, High Street, TOPSHAM, EX3 0DU
Tel: 01392 975046

Christian Response to Eastern Europe.
I will be going to the Warehouse on Wednesday 4th
November. I can collect good quality clothing and bedding(no pillows) on Tuesday 3rd or on Wednesday after 10.30am.
Information about the shoe box appeal is on p14.
Jenny Newman

Lunchtime Concerts
Regrettably, it has been decided not to attempt to hold the
lunchtime concerts for the time being and these are
therefore cancelled until the New Year. We will wait to see
what the situation is in due course
David Lee
9

In Memoriam—John Lloydlangston
John’s family tell us that John was a man of many parts who
would turn his hand to anything. A chemical engineer by
profession, his hobbies included wine-making and brewing
beer, not to mention car mechanics, although this did lead to
Sandra’s complaint that the garden looked like a scrapyard!
He loved the outdoors and was a keen hill walker and
cyclist—often coming to church on his bike. Music meant a
great deal to him and he enjoyed singing, both with the
Exmouth Choral Society and our own church choir, ranging
from tenor to bass — even after being confined to his
wheelchair in later years.
His disability also didn’t stop him continuing with the table
tennis group and from attending the monthly house group.
He attended worship as much as his health would permit and
contributed in various ways to Glenorchy Church life, such as
checking the annual accounts of the church organisations
and being part of the Eco-Church group. John was always
willing to help, a man whose quiet goodness is properly
measured by the willingness to love one’s neighbour as
oneself.

A message from Sandra Lloydlangston
Sandra would like to thank most sincerely all those who
offered her care and support during John’s illness and for
the many kind messages of condolence she has received.
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In Memoriam—Chris Trinder
Deputy Organist at Glenorchy
Chris was a talented musician from childhood, starting to
play the organ at 14, and progressing to study at the London
College of Music. Then he withdrew from his studies and
took himself off, losing touch with his family for many years.
But his mother, Barbara, tells how, a few years ago, they met
and were reconciled – a precious moment for her. After that
he was always proud that she would come here when
visiting and listen to him playing.
Having moved to Devon, he resumed his interest in playing
the organ. David Lee recalls that around 25 years ago Chris
enquired about practising on our organ, which he evidently
enjoyed, and started playing at Sunday morning services.
David comments: ‘He was a very competent organist. My
only quibble was that no matter what the sentiment of the
last verse of a hymn, he almost always played loudly!’ In
1999 Chris became a church member, though he did not join
in groups and activities. But he always had a cheery greeting
and friendly manner and we were all sad when, a few years
ago, he developed cancer. He was quite stoical about this
and, on the surface, cheerful in the face of the complications
arising from that and the treatment.
A private man, intelligent, talented and honest, The church
has lost someone who contributed directly to the worship of
Glenorchy and we remain thankful for that gift.
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CHRISTMAS GIFT SERVICE

Sunday November 29
(earlier than usual as explained below)
Gifts can be brought to church on any Sunday during
November. Bags and a box will be in the front porch.

Andrew Cutler from the Salvation Army will be sharing in
our service that morning and has written this piece to
explain the scheme.
Every year, The Salvation Army’s Christmas Present Appeal
makes a huge difference to thousands of families across the
United Kingdom and Ireland. Through the generosity of the
public, churches and business partners, we ensure that
children in our community who might miss out on
Christmas Day will instead have the joy of opening a gift.
The appeal has been wonderfully supported by Glenorchy
Church over recent years. All the gifts collected have been
distributed through the local Children’s Centre.
During 2020, everyone one of us has been affected this year
in some way or other by Covid19. Even more families will
find it harder to stretch the budget, either because of
reduced working hours, redundancy or sickness.
We believe every child deserves a new gift at Christmas so
we are unable to take used or second hand items for the
Christmas Present Appeal.
We are having to collect gifts earlier than usual this year, in
order to allow time for quarantining and sanitizing them
before distribution.
12

Suggested Gift List for Children and Young People
The majority of the gifts needed are for the age group 0-9.
However, children who fall into this category often have
siblings, so gifts for older children would be most welcome.
0-3 years: dolls, teddy bears, cot mobiles, baby clothes, bath
toys, CDs of suitable music and nursery rhymes, puzzles
3-5: dolls and action figures, cars, lorries, DVDs and CDs
(music and nursery rhymes), colouring sets, pencils,
crayons, books, puzzles
5-9: educational games & toys, stationery (colouring sets,
pencils, crayons, school sets), CDs & family friendly
DVDs, books, puzzles, wordsearch, crosswords
9-12: games and toys, stationery, DVDs, books, t-shirts, hair
accessories, gloves, scarves, hats
13-16: books, make-up and toiletries (please try to ensure
non-allergic ingredients if possible), gloves, scarves,
hats, t-shirts, hair accessories and gift vouchers
Should anyone choose to make a financial donation rather
than purchasing a gift, please make cheques payable to The
Salvation Army and write Toy Appeal on the reverse. We will
use the money to purchase gifts as guided by the Children’s
Centre.

Christmas Decorations
We plan to decorate the church on Friday 27th
November and would appreciate any help from
10am onwards. Please contact Lyn (267551) if
you are able to come along—or just turn up on the day
13

Christmas Shoe boxes
We are so pleased to hear that the Christmas
shoe boxes will be taken once again to
Moldova this year. I am most grateful to those of you who
have so kindly given donations towards the contents of our
boxes. Recently we have also received some lovely knitted
hats, scarves and mittens, plus a number of lovely knitted
soft toys. All will be so much appreciated by those very
poor children in Moldova, who have so little.
We will be packing our boxes during the week leading up to
Sunday 22nd November, when they will be blessed at our
morning service. If anyone has anything you would like to
have included in the boxes, please ring Sue Densham on
488219 and I will collect from you up to 16th November.
Many thanks for your kind support.
Sue Densham.

The United Reformed Church magazine “Reform” is issued
10 times per year at a cost of £29.50. It is well produced
with articles, interviews, photographs and letters relevant
to our Christian lifestyle. I will be placing an order from our
Church and if you would like to subscribe, I would be
grateful if you could let me have a cheque for £29.50
payable to “Glenorchy URC” not later than Monday 9th
November, please.
Ronald Peters
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Walking Group
Friday 13th November
Along the River Otter
Meet 10am in the carpark in Back Lane Newton Poppleford.
The walk will be along the Otter to Tipton St. John and back.
The path is level across the fields. Please ring Bob Austen
to let him know if you are planning to come, so that he
knows who to contact in case of cancellation .
Bob Austen reports on the October walk:
We met in the car park at the Norman
Lockyer Observatory and enjoyed a
memorable walk along the coastal path
with stunning views over the whole of
Lyme Bay. The sun was shining, the air was like nectar and
the company first rate. We returned via a circular route, all
recharged and reflecting on a very special morning.

Puzzle Corner
What definition is omitted:
a projecting piece of a cornice;
the trumpet of a daffodil;
a circlet for the head;
a long cigar;
one of the sun’s envelopes;
a chandelier;
…?
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Eco Matters
“I appeal to you, humankind” Proverbs 8.
Most of us probably feel that it is up to a younger
generation to change things to a more sustainable
and “greener” future. It is still up to us (older and wiser??),
though, to encourage younger people when we feel that
they are making the right decisions. We all need to consider
changes to how we live our lives. Historically, dramatic social
changes haven’t always happened in peaceful and
prosperous times. We need to recognise that the little
decisions that we each make about how we use energy and
how we buy food adds up collectively to huge pressure on
our planet’s resources.
Changing to electric cars is something some of us can do but
maybe encouraging much better public transport would help
in the longer term. Can we accept losing the convenience of
independent personal travel?
Do we want to buy coffee, meat or cotton that has been
grown on land illegally reclaimed from the Amazon rain
forest and found on our supermarket shelves?
On 6th October, the Prime Minister, addressing his “virtual”
Party Conference, stated his Government’s intention that all
Britain’s homes be heated by electricity generated from
wind turbines by 2030. We will also need substantial
amounts of energy to be generated for our industries and for
all kinds of road, rail and water transport. Will wind power
cope with those demands, too? Nevertheless, we can
welcome such forward thinking as a gesture towards the
need to cut greenhouse gases and help reduce “climate
change”.
Peter Johnstone
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Allotment Diary
Last month I listed for you the edible products of
our season’s growth. We have, however, also
enjoyed seeing the flowers we have been able to
grow there.
Early in the year we had the blossom on the apple
and damson trees forming a white “cloud”. Then the peas
and beans showed off their flowers before the pods came.
Even the potato tops produce attractive colourful flowers
followed by tomato-like fruit.
We have also grown other flowers for their own sake. We
had a wonderful display of marigolds surrounding the
tomato plants in the polytunnel and more outside. I planted
out twenty cosmos plants, grown from seed, after harvesting
the potatoes in August. They are giving a wonderful display
of flowers now in late October. We’ve also grown sunflowers,
stocks and nicotiana – self-sown from previous years.
We are looking ahead. Luke and I repainted the shed in
August to protect the wood from winter weather. A load of
farm manure was bought in September and is being spread
around the allotment for the worms and other creatures to
work on in the months ahead.
Thanks to the team. lan, Phil and Luke each make their
special contributions to keeping our project in good shape.
We are now entering a quieter and colder time until around
February when our new season will begin. Peter Johnstone
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Community Larder
October 2020
6 months into this crisis what was very different at first is
now regular procedure. We don't wish to call it "normal"
but that is what it has become! The new Committee has
fresh people and fresh ideas alongside leaders who have
been working in The Larder for years before; the Larder
organisation, storage and delivery schedules are
unrecognisable from the way we worked 6 months ago!
Great care is taken to sanitise all food donations and
protect workers and we are in an area of low transmission.
But sooner or later a volunteer might test positive, followed
by Track and Trace imposing a 14 day isolation on people
judged to be co-workers, resulting in a shortage of staff.
But the Larder must continue without a break!!
Should we need help we feel sure that you, our church and
community supporters, would step in for a few weeks though meanwhile we already have more offers to
volunteer on file. Nothing is predictable, but preparedness
is better than panic!! Hopefully this won't happen - but the
world is currently full of hopes and maybes.

Demand is going up again, though not yet at the levels we
saw in April and May. If anyone has a clear vision of how
this will all work out, please tell us - and let our politicians
know as well …… the reality is that nobody knows.
Harvest Festivals are helping us enormously as usual;
churches collecting and above all schools being very
generous as always. THANK you to all who help us to help
those in need .
Exmouth Community Larder
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Calendar for November
Sunday 1st
10.30am Family Service
for All Saints Day (see p9)
Revd Peter Brain
Thursday 5th
9.15 Work Club

Sunday 15th
10.30 am Family Service
Revd Terry Spencer
Thursday 19th
9.15 Work Club
Friday 20th
2pm Table Tennis

Friday 6th
2pm Table Tennis
Sunday 8th
10.30am Family Service
Revd James Thorneycroft
Synod Pastoral Advisor

Sunday 22nd
10.30am Family Service
Revd Barbara Bennett
Thursday 26th
9.15am Work Club

Thursday 12th
9.15 Work Club

Friday 27th
2pm Table Tennis

Friday 13th
10am Walking Group
(see p 13)
2pm Table Tennis

Sunday 29th
10.30am Gift Service
Revd Peter Brain and
Mr Andrew Cutler, S.A.

Ellie’s Fund
You will remember our appeal last year to support this
charity that was recycling felt tip pens, toothpaste tubes
and the tops from cleaning liquids, among other items that
cannot be put in the roadside green collection. Sadly they
have now stopped trading, so no more collecting. Thank
you for your support whilst we were able to do it.
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