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Letter from the Editor
Welcome back! I am sorry about the absence of the Review
during the Summer, due to the Coronavirus pandemic.
While the building was in lockdown there were of course no
activities to report or events to look forward to. It has been
a strange time for us all and the restrictions on our daily
lives will no doubt continue for quite a while before we get
back to any kind of ‘normality’.
We hope that in the meantime, people have been able to
keep in touch by telephone and e-mail and have found the
regular Newsletters useful for sharing information. We owe
a big debt of gratitude to Geoff Smith for all his efforts in
compiling these, and for overseeing the circulation to those
on the e-mail list, together with the weekly reflections from
worship leaders.
Please note that the reflection for Sunday 6th September
Is included in this issue of the Review (p6/7), which will
be distributed to everyone either by email or printed copy.
For the following Sundays, we will continue to circulate
copies of the weekly reflection from the minister leading
worship by email or personal delivery in the usual way.
We remain united in prayer and
fellowship wherever we may be
and whatever our circumstances.
With prayers and good wishes
Sheila Brain
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Remember our church motto:“Within these walls let no-one be a stranger”
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Reflection
This reflection is based on the sermon
delivered by Revd Peter Brain on
Sunday 6 September 2020 at the first
service of worship conducted in
Glenorchy Church since the lockdown.

Four hundred years ago on September 6 1620 a mixed crowd
led by some Reformed Christians set sail from Plymouth on
board the Mayflower, to establish a colony in the New World
built around their principles of religious and political
freedom. Their descendants helped draft the Declaration of
Independence: it starts with this familiar flourish:
We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are
created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with
certain unalienable rights, that among these are life, liberty
and the pursuit of happiness.
I will leave you to discuss whether you feel that the current
administration of the USA honours this claim! But freedom is
what they wanted and, to a great extent, freedom is what
they achieved, for better for worse. Life, liberty and the
pursuit of happiness.

The Pilgrims clearly felt strongly that freedom of worship
and belief was worth risking everything for. There is a hymn
based on the parting words of Pastor John Robinson when
these Pilgrims started out from Holland: ‘The Lord hath more
light and truth yet to break forth from His holy word’. More
light and truth – that is a vision we might share.
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Freedom to change is in the air, some of it triggered by the
‘shut-down’. In many areas of life we need to see and grasp
new opportunities and options. This is as true for the church
as it is for any area of life. The Lord hath more light and truth
– and not just light at the end of the tunnel either. Not
fantasy or wishful thinking. We can do some things
differently and if we can, then we should. The Pilgrims have
a lesson for us – and it isn’t ‘go and become the United
States of America’! Certainly not that.
In their Reformed tradition we too can cherish our freedom
in worship, our determination to read and study the Bible,
our authority as a Church Meeting to govern ourselves as an
organisation, our responsibilities to build a good society.
More light and truth is the Reformed agenda, something
Glenorchy should be known for.
In short, for the Pilgrims God was telling them to trust Him
for tomorrow. For us too, there will be tomorrow; God is
calling us to make it according to his will, accepting the risks,
looking out for more light and truth. That message, that
gracious promise stays the same after 400 years, indeed
after 2000 years.
Follow me and trust me, says Jesus, with all that that
implies.
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Resumption of Services
As explained in the special newsletter
sent to everyone in August, we will
have to observe strict guidelines on the
number of people in church in order to
maintain safe distancing and sanitising standards. Please
read it carefully. A booking system is in operation and you
need to contact Jenny if you wish to attend. (tel: 275457 or
email: jhnewman@talktalk.net). It is important that we
know who is there each time, and we will try to have a rota
so that all those who wish to come can attend in turn. It will
all seem very strange at first and there will inevitably be a bit
of trial and error in how things work.
A limited number of activities will also resume from 7th
September onwards, such as the Art Group, Table Tennis and
Country Market, although these may also be restricted in
numbers able to attend, depending on circumstances. Work
Club will resume at the end of the month.
Please do not attend any service or activity if feeling unwell

Devon Historic Churches Trust
The walk, ride or stride in aid of this Charity will take place as
usual on Saturday 12th September. Jean Curl has offered to
walk to most of the Churches in Exmouth on the day and I will
be sitting outside the Church from 9am-1pm to greet any
visitors who come to us. We are both looking for Sponsorship
and will appreciate any donations you can make. Please
contact Jean on 276054 or Jenny on 275457 Thank you.
Jenny Newman
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HARVEST SERVICE

Sunday 13th September
Worship led by the Moderator, Revd Ruth Whitehead
Because of Covid19 it will not be possible to have our usual
display of fresh produce, but we will be collecting donations
of jars, tins, packets, bottles etc, for the Community Larder.
Please make sure all food is well in date. No fresh food thank
you. Crates will be available in the entrance to the Church
for you to place your donations as you arrive on Sunday.
If you are not able to attend worship but still wish to make a
donation, there will be an opportunity on Saturday 12th
September between 9.00 and 12.00 when Jenny will be at
the Church to greet any visitors calling in for the Historic
Churches Day. Goods can be deposited in the crate at the
door. Otherwise, you can let Jenny know and she will be
happy to call and collect items. Thank you for your support.

ANNUAL GIFT DAY

Sunday 13th September
Our Annual Gift Day is normally linked to our
thanksgiving for the harvest and this year is no different,
although the method for making gifts has been changed.
You should already have received a separate letter about
how to make your gift donations directly to the Treasurer,
which will be much appreciated. If, however, you are in
town on Saturday morning, either to bring harvest gifts or
other reasons, you can also bring your Gift Day donations (in
a clearly marked envelope) and leave them with Jenny, as
for the harvest gifts above. Or bring to Church on Sunday
and place in the collection bag.
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News of the Church Family
Revd Bob & Fran Ellis are moving to Topsham and we wish
them well in their new home. Kath Dugdale has moved to
Exeter to be near her family. Kath had recently come to
Church and also attended the lunchtime Concerts. Brenda
Shearn has moved to the new retirement village in Topsham
Road, on the old St. Loyes College site, to be nearer to her
family. We will miss these faithful members of our
fellowship.
Eve Conner had a fall and broke her right shoulder and
elbow. She is gradually getting movement back in the arm
with physiotherapy at home and help from Maria.
We pray that Mike Chanter is on the road to recovery
following an operation on the back. Get well soon Mike.
Geoff Wilcox is managing at home, with help, having had
two falls in March and short stays to Wonford hospital.
Please remember Pam & John Pope in your prayers as John
is now in a care home in Seaton for Alzheimer’s. Pam is able
to visit him two or three times a week.

In Memoriam
Sadly, we lost three of our members during the last few
months (none of them due to Covid19). As a full funeral
and memorial service could not be held at the time, it is
planned to include a special commemoration for all three
during the Service on November 1st , which is of course
All Saints Day. A brief tribute to these friends follows
on the next two pages.
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Archie Conner
Born in Northampton in 1930, Archie had a successful
career as a Mechanical Engineer when the electricity supply
industry was growing. He and Eve were married in 1959 and
have two daughters, Alison and Fiona and four
grandchildren. Their son Stewart sadly died aged 33. Archie
and Eve moved to Exmouth when he retired 24 years ago,
joining Withycombe Methodist church before becoming
members at Glenorchy in 2004. Sadly he began to suffer
with Alzheimer’s disease some years ago, being lovingly
cared for at home by Eve and family. Archie had a firm
Christian faith with a frequent daily prayer, ‘Lord, thank you
for watching over us’.
John Douglass
John Douglass was born into a mining community in
Northumberland, He excelled at sport, competing at county
level in tennis and football and was an avid fan of Newcastle
United. He was an equally accomplished musician and
played the violin and organ to a high standard, being
organist at his local Church. He left school at 15 and joined
the TSB, rising to the position of bank manager. He married
the love of his life, Jean, in 1960. Her death in 2018 was a
sad blow. They had two sons, Ashley and Barrie, and three
grandchildren. A passionate Christian he and Jean became
active members of their local URC in Wideopen, near
Newcastle. John was the treasurer and an elder as well as
organist. They moved to Exmouth in 2014 to be nearer to
family and quickly settled into Glenorchy where they soon
became part of the church family.
11

Sheila Midgley
Sheila was a retired secondary school teacher and moved to
Exmouth because her brother and his wife were living here.
She attended Point in View Chapel, where she became
Church Secretary, but began worshipping at Glenorchy
regularly on Sunday evenings. She also joined in some of
our activities such as one of our House Groups, and enjoyed
our monthly Thursday Fellowship meeting. She transferred
her membership to us in 1999. She was well read and always
made thoughtful contributions to our discussions. She was
very active on the local Christian Aid Committee and was its
Secretary for many years.

Mission Committee
Like everyone else Glenorchy Mission Committee has not
been meeting. So we missed the garden party and other
activities. However we have arranged the autumn Mission
Sunday October 11. Jan Heptinstall will introduce us all to
the work of the Prison Fellowship, one of the three charities
being supported in 2020. They do excellent support work
with prisoners inside and after their release. Please come
and hear about it in the context of Sunday worship.

[Reading this on-line? Then find out more by clicking here .]
And please bring your mission boxes - during the lock-down
we have not raised any funds for our charities and would
like to do so now. Please be willing to make an extra
donation on October 11 or, alternatively, you can contribute
to Mission funds sooner, on-line:
The bank account is ‘Glenorchy URC Mission A/c ' with a
sort code 77-10-05 and account number 00001698.
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Eco Matters
During lockdown many of us have spent more time walking
around our neighbourhoods, enjoying our local parks or
spending time in our gardens. Plants and wild flowers have
seemed even more resplendent and colourful than usual.
With less traffic noise, we have been able to hear the birds
singing and bees buzzing. We have experienced a renewed
appreciation of the wonders of the natural world
surrounding us.
For a long time, we have known that nature was under
enormous pressure. Human activities have polluted our air
and seas, increased global temperatures, destroyed forests
and brought many animal and insect species close to
extinction. People were concerned about the threats to our
environment, but there seemed to be a sense of inertia
preventing much being done about it. Coronavirus changed
the world dramatically and drastic measures have been taken
to combat this global crisis. Can we do the same for the
crisis affecting our environment?
We now have the opportunity to pause, reflect and reset our
thinking, and work towards a new normal; a normal which
puts nature and the environment at the forefront of the
world’s priorities, which emphasises our role as stewards of
our world, and looks after the planet as a treasure to be
handed onto future generations.
Geoff Smith
We have heard from all the organisers for
collecting milk bottle tops, crisp and biscuit
packets that they can not continue to deal
with them. Sad, but understandable! We
will let you know if we find an alternative
13

Cookies Corner
Thank you for those who responded to my
appeal for jam jars. Those jars are now filled with
many varieties of marmalade and some Victoria
Plum Jam - £2.00; small pots of Mulberry and
Bramble Jelly £1.00.
Marmalade varieties available: Diabetic- orange or orange &
lemon, £1.80 for 12oz. Ordinary Orange, Orange & Lemon ,
Pineapple & Orange, Lemon & Lime, Three fruit( Grapefruit,
orange & Lemon) Satsuma & Mandarin. Cost 1lb jars £1.80,
12oz jars £1.40, 8oz jars £1.00. All orders will be delivered.
Jenny is just a phone call away 275457. All proceeds, after
cost of fruit & sugar, for charity. Thank you. Jenny Newman

Walking Group
Friday 11th September
As you may have heard we have arranged a
walk for Friday 11th September. It will not
follow the usual pattern but at least we shall be able to walk
in the fresh air and appreciate our attractive countryside.
We shall meet at the White Bridge at 10.00 and set off for
Otterton Mill where we will have tea/coffee etc. Some may
wish to walk back along the river while others may wish to
take the higher path.
As you are not able to sign up on the noticeboard, please
contact either Brian (268824) or Bob (269942) to say if you
are planning to come. We look forward to meeting you all
again .
Brian Chapman & Bob Austen
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Seen in a recent St Paul’s Bracknell Newsletter
Used with Permission
A Poem for Our Times
I wandered lonely as a cloud,
Two metres from the madding crowd,
When all at once my name was called
To enter Waitrose hallowed halls.
This was the pensioner’s special hour
I’d gone to get a bag of flour,
But I forgot - when through the door What I had gone to Waitrose for.
The Waitrose staff are extra kind
I told them it had slipped my mind,
They asked what else I had forgot
They clearly thought I’d lost the plot.
I phoned my wife again to ask
She reminded me of this special task
“I need some flour to bake a cake
With all that cream you made me take!”
“Ah yes, I recall” I had to lie,
I dared not ask what flower to buy,
But then I saw them at the tills
A bunch of golden daffodils
Anon
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Message from URC Church House
From Ian Hardie, Treasurer of the United
Reformed Church and John Piper, Deputy
Treasurer.

August 2020

To: The members and friends of all 1,400 URC congregations
‘THANK YOU’ for your unique and vital contribution to the
life of the United Reformed Church, and for the work of the
kingdom which we are able to do together in God’s name
We are living through an extraordinary and challenging time
– a very anxious time for everyone; a difficult time for many;
and a time of suffering and loss for some. Yet, the main
purpose of this letter is to say ‘thank you’ to each of you for
all that you have done for the Church in the past; for all that
you continue to do even in these difficult times; and for what
you will do in the future.
As we are treasurers, you will not be surprised that the focus
of this letter is on finance, recognising that finance is only a
means to the end which is our doing of God’s work together.
‘Thank you’ for your giving to your local church. Financially,
this giving is the lifeblood of your own church and of the
whole United Reformed Church across England, Scotland and
Wales. It is this personal giving that enables your local
church treasurer to pay your church’s bills. Typically, the
largest of those ‘bills’ is the contribution your local church
pays to the URC Ministry and Mission Fund, which meets the
central costs of the United Reformed Church. The total
budget is around £20 million and is approved each year by
Mission Council. Over 80% of this money is spent on
ministers and church related community workers – their
training, stipends and pensions.
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‘Thank you’ for your giving and the giving of your local
church last year. In 2019, over £19.4 million was given by
local churches and synods to the Ministry and Mission
Fund. The total contributions from local churches reduced
very slightly but the average giving per member has, once
again and remarkably, gone up by more than inflation.

‘Thank you’ for your continued giving this year. We fully
understand that circumstances this year are difficult. Most
local churches have been unable to meet for over five
months. We have not had the usual opportunities to make
our offerings for the work of the Church. But most of the
costs of the local church and of the denomination have not
reduced and some have increased as a consequence of the
pandemic. We are also aware that some have lost income or
work this year and are therefore in great financial
difficulty. But there are others on fixed incomes who are
actually better off than they might otherwise have been. So,
please continue to give what you can in whatever way you
can – or save it up until you can hand it over.
Any giving of ours is a response to the amazing generosity
and love of God which we see in Jesus. Nevertheless, it is
important for us to say ‘thank you’ to each and all of you.
If you have any questions or comments arising from this
letter then please speak to your church treasurer, who has
been provided with more detailed information. If they are
not able to help directly then they can get in touch with the
finance team at Church House.
Yours in Christ, Ian and John
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Community Larder
August 2020
Volunteer effort and energy have been at the centre of the
Community Larder since its start in 2012; the voluntary
support that people are giving to other people during this
Covid19 crisis is especially remarkable.
Demand continues nearly three times the previous level.
During August, the Open Door Centre closed, the
government shielding food scheme ended, growing
unemployment throws more people at the mercy of an
overworked Universal Credit system, the County Council
asks which volunteer groups are closing down!! Be assured,
we absolutely continue!! .... and anticipate being even more
needed ....!!
At the beginning of lockdown, 20 of our regular volunteers
had to isolate, but we now have 36 volunteers, 16 sorting
and packing, 18 delivery drivers, with Ian and Shirley
maintaining continuity in the Larder style of working. Our
volunteers working for free have enabled us to accumulate a
cash reserve - if we paid key staff, like some foodbanks, our
cash would have been quickly swallowed up! It is easy in
reports to miss the obvious - the general caring and
compassion for other people from the whole group, past and
present, makes it successful - but more than that, makes
working for the Larder a worthwhile and enjoyable
experience.
As always a big T H A N K Y O U to the whole community; it
is our task to do the best we can with what we have, but
that depends on what the community gives!!
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Calendar for September
Sunday 6th
10.30am Family service - Revd Peter Brain
Wednesday 9th
10am Art Group restarts
Friday 11th
10am Walking Group (see p 14)
2pm Table Tennis restarts
Saturday 12th
9am-1pm Church open for Devon Historic Churches Trust
Also for receipt of Harvest gifts and Gift Day donations
Sunday 13th Harvest Thanksgiving Service & Gift Day
10.30 am - Revd Ruth Whitehead - Moderator.
Sunday 20th
10.30am Family Service -Revd Michael Diffey
Thursday 24th
9.15am Work Club restarts
Sunday 27th
10.30am Family Service - Revd Edward Hulme

Christian Response to Eastern Europe
The Warehouse in Spiders Lane reopened in September.
Jenny will be collecting goods again in October, so please let
her know if you have suitable clothes or household goods in
good condition. Thank you for your continued support.
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