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Tel: 07715 363 771 
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A Happy New Year to all our readers  
     This edition also covers January 2020.  

  Items for the February Review  should be      
sent to the editor by  Friday 24 January.   

 
 

sheila@sheilabrain.com 
 

Reminder 
Notices to be included in the Church Calendar should be 
given to the Secretary by the first Sunday of the previous 

month.   
Notices and announcements for the weekly Bulletin or 
notices should  be with the Secretary by the previous 

Wednesday 

The advertisements that appear in the front pages help to 
cover the costs of producing the REVIEW. We encourage our 
readers  to make use of these services, when needed.  

 

Cover picture:  Madonna of the Fir Tree  
Artist: Marianne Stokes   
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Christmas is really  
for the children. 
Especially for children 
who like animals, stables, 
stars and babies wrapped 
in swaddling clothes. 
Then there are wise men, 
kings in fine robes, 
humble shepherds and a  
hint of rich perfume. 
 
Easter is not really 
for the children 
unless accompanied by 
a cream filled egg. 
It has whips, blood, nails, 
a spear and allegations  
of body snatching. 
It involves politics, God 
and the sins of the world. 

It is not good for people 
of a nervous disposition. 

Reflection 

They would do better to 
think on rabbits, chickens 
and the first snowdrop 
of spring. 
Or they'd do better to 
wait for a re-run of  
Christmas without asking 
too many questions about 
what Jesus did when he grew 
up or whether there's any 
connection.  

 

 

 

 

 

Steve Turner  :  Poems 
Reprinted with kind permission from Lion Hudson publishers. 



7 

 

News of the Church Family 
Congratulations to Clement Snook who was 1 year 
old on 18th November and to Elspeth Snook who 
will be 5 years old on 20th January 

Several people within the fellowship  are unwell. 
Their names are on the prayer list (see below)  
Please ask Jenny if you wish to receive the list. 

Prayers for Healing                
Thank you to all who now receive the Prayer list 
by email or in print. We have 12 people praying 
for members and friends who need our prayers. 
There are some 30 names on the list who really 
appreciate that they are being remembered in 
prayer. Names can be added at any time by 
contacting Jenny. 

 

Gift for a Child:  Sunday 8th December 
There is still time to bring your donation of new 
gifts and toys for children in Exmouth and East 
Devon, for whom Christmas might not be such an 
exciting time without your  support. The gifts will 
be distributed by the Salvation Army together 
with the Children’s Centre. 

 
Peace on earth will come to stay 

When we live Christmas every day 
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Grateful thanks to all who donated and arranged 
the flowers in November 

November 3rd    Donated by Janet Phillips 
         In loving memory of her husband Arthur 
         Arranged by Jean Curl  

November  10th  Donated and arranged by Mell Davis  
    &  17th   In Remembrance 

 November 24th   Donated by Sheila & Peter Johnstone 
 & December 1st  In loving memory of family members  
  and friends.  
  Arranged by Pat Chapman 
 
During December the church will be decorated for our 
Christmas Festival.  Thanks to all those who are willing to 
help with the decorating of the trees and the church. 

 9am at Wine of Araby in the Precinct 
Saturday 7th December 

Please ring Ian on 279433  if you’re coming 
 

From Lyn 

Love and congratulations to all who celebrate 
an anniversary or birthday in December and 
January, especially to Edith Walsh who will 

celebrate her 90th birthday on 24 December. 
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Advent Lunch  
Tuesday 10th December at the Devoncourt Hotel at 12 noon 

Please let Lyn know if you are unable to attend 

 

Thank you to all who have helped in any 
way to keep  the church alive and active 
during another year, especially as we are 
without a minister. This includes our visiting 
and retired preachers, the organists, flower 

donors and arrangers. those who serve coffee and tea on 
Saturday and Sunday mornings, those who prepare 
communion,  the house group leaders and hosts, those 
who prepare the screen presentations, those who edit and 
print the excellent monthly Review magazine, and those 
who serve on committees or as Elders.  As we look to the 
future and hopefully the arrival of  a new minister, please 
be aware of all that is going on around you and support 
the Elders and Church Officers in all that they strive to do 
to keep our church in good heart.                Lyn Bellamy 

    CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS 
       Friday 6th December 10am  

 

We plan to decorate the Church on 6th December and would 
appreciate any help you could give from 10am onwards.    
The theme for this year’s decorations is nature and the 
environment. Thank you in anticipation for your help. 
Val and Mel 
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Christmas Carol Service 
Sunday 15 December 4pm 

The Christmas Carol Service this year will include items from 
the choir as well as congregational carols, with a variety of 
readings from different sources.  Do come and share in the 
celebration.  There will be a tea to follow.   

 
Carol Singing  

Come and join us singing carols with the residents at the 
following Care Homes on one or more of these dates:  
Wednesday 11 December 3.30pm  
at Manor Lodge, Portland Avenue 
Monday 16 December 2.30pm  
at Rest Haven,  Gussiford Lane 
Wednesday 18 December 3pm 
at Summerleaze, Salterton Road 
 

Lifts can be arranged, please speak to Jenny.  

 
At Sunday School the children were 
drawing a Christmas nativity scene.  The 
teacher noticed a plump jolly figure in 
the corner of one little boy’s picture.  
“Who is that?” she asked.  “Oh”, said 
Billy, “That’s Round John Virgin!”  
(try saying it aloud….) 
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      Walking Group 
 Friday  13th  December 
 

We shall meet for coffee at 10am in the car park of the 
Saddlers before walking along the highways and byways of 
Lympstone.  After lunch, which has been booked for 12.15, 
you are invited to 22, Hereford Close for tea/coffee and 
cakes and our A.G.M.   Please sign up as usual on the 
noticeboard in the hall and take note of the arrangements 
for a rainy day.             Brian Chapman 

Film Club 
 Tuesday 3rd December 2pm  

January 7th and 21st  

There will only be one film in December, because it is such a 
busy month.  The film will be the musical The King and I 
starring Yul Brynner and Deborah Kerr.   

In January the films will be:  
 7th:  Scapegoat - based on a story by Daphne du Maurier 
and starring John Standing. 
21st: Scaramouche - a swashbuckling story starring Stewart 
Granger, Eleanor Parker and Janet Leigh. 

We start at 2pm with teas and coffee available.  
Do come along to relax and enjoy. A warm welcome to all.          
    Geoff  and Wendy 
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Eco Church 

 I was recently alerted to this item on the URC Website: 

“A United Reformed Church has been recognised for its 
commitment towards caring for the environment by 
becoming the first URC to win an A Rocha Gold Eco Church 
award. St John’s, Marsh Green, Edenbridge (in Kent) 
impressed judges on a site visit in October because they 
were inspired by the congregation’s teamwork.  The church 
generates its own electricity, uses rainwater for toilet 
flushing, has its own nature reserve and wildflower meadow 
to improve habitats for wildlife, runs eco-events and 
encourages children and adults to be as ‘green’ as possible. 
The Revd Rob Weston, URC Environmental Task Group 
Convenor, said: “'I'm delighted to see the first Gold Eco 
Church award within the URC. It is clear that across the UK 
the whole Church is waking up to the need for urgent 
action.” 

Here at Glenorchy we are still some way from getting the 
points needed for our Gold Award but could we perhaps be 
the second URC to get one?  (Having your own nature 
reserve is not a necessity!)                      Geoff Smith 

 

 

 

 

 

 

              

Children inspecting a 
water butt at St John’s 

Marsh Green 
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STOP PRESS: Glenorchy hosted an ‘eco’ meeting of 
Exmouth church folk on 24th November to consider ways in 
which we as Christians together might make a difference.  
Revd Martin Nicholls gave a passionate talk on the reasons 
needed to take urgent action and the hope is that those 
present will galvanise their own churches into taking action, 
bringing God’s love to the urgent tasks ahead 

Footnote from Peter Johnstone: While the overall number 
of 15 attending was disappointing, 9 different churches 
were represented. It is hoped that these people will form 
the nucleus of an Exmouth inter-church group acting 
together to express our Christian concern about these 
urgent issues. 

                  Christmas Cards 

The Baskets will be in the Vestibule for members 
and friends to exchange Christmas Cards from 

Sunday 1st December.  Please remember our housebound 
friends, to whom cards will be delivered before Christmas.  

There will also be a space on the Vestibule noticeboard for 
people to place a greetings card to the whole Fellowship. 
This is part of our effort to be eco-friendly by cutting down 
our use of paper where we can.  

A ‘Highway to Hell’ but only a  ‘Stairway to Heaven’?  

….says a lot about the growth in traffic numbers! 
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From the Treasurer 
2019 Annual Accounts 

 
I would like to remind everyone that our financial year ends  
31st December, when all our accounts have to be balanced 
and prepared for audit. 

I ask that all bills and payments for 2019 be passed to me as 
soon as possible after the year end and not later than the       
12th January 2020.  I will then be able to complete the 2019 
accounts ready for audit. 

 I am pleased to announce that Ian Harrison has once again 
agreed to be our independent auditor for which we are 
extremely grateful. 

I also remind treasurers of Church Groups who manage 
their own finances to complete their accounts at the 
earliest opportunity after the year end. 

John Lloydlangston has again agreed to inspect the small 
accounts this year.  He asks that they be completed and 
passed to him as soon as possible and not later than 25th 
January 2020. 

As soon as John has completed his inspection, I ask that the 
balance sheet signed by the treasurer and endorsed by John 
be passed to me for inclusion in the Book of Reports. 

Thank you for your cooperation. 

Brian Fisher 
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Christian Response to Eastern Europe. 
Shoe Box Appeal 

 
Thank you to all who helped to prepare and pack the shoe 
boxes with gifts for the people in Moldova. The total of 77 
boxes (matching the same number as last year) made a 
splendid display at the front of the church for the service on 
24th November which included a blessing for the gifts, the 
givers and the recipients.   

The boxes are made up by the Withycrafters Group who 
meet on the 4th Tuesday of each month,  residents of Bronte 
Court and Glenorchy Church members, who enjoy knitting 
the colourful hats, scarves, socks and mittens, as well as 
buying items such as toiletries and toys. They then have 
great fun covering the boxes and filling them.  If any of you 
who are reading this would like to contribute in any way, Sue 
Densham has a list of suggested items.  They will soon be 
starting to prepare next year’s boxes. 

The shoe boxes are distributed to children, elderly people 
and families. Every shoe box is very much appreciated, as we 
were able to see for ourselves in a short video shown during 
the service. The joyful smiles and excitement of children and 
adults alike spoke for themselves.   
 
A note from Jenny:   
The Warehouse is now closed until Wednesday 4th March. 
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LUNCHTIME CONCERTS 
December / January 
 
4th December: Melanie Mehta and friends: Benjamin 
Britten's “A Ceremony of Carols” and other items with a 
Christmas flavour.   Melanie has sung for us before. 

After this concert there is a break until 8th January  

8th January: Phil Bonser (clarinet) and Dorothy Raven 
(piano).  They were going to play for us in November but 
Dorothy had a cataract operation the day before, so needed 
to postpone their visit.    Nina Leonard-Savicevic, who was 
due to play for us on this date, has damaged a finger and 
needs to rest it, bur hopes to come at a later date.   Phil and 
Dorothy have been to us before and we can look forward to 
a brilliant performance.   
15th January: Samantha Muir (guitar)   Samantha is a very 
accomplished classical guitarist, who also plays a very small 
guitar called a machete.  I don’t know if she is bringing her 
pupil Lara Taylor with her, who also plays guitar.  Sam and 
Lara  have both played for us before.  
22nd January:  Josephine Pickering and David Lee (piano 
duets)   I rather think they have played for us before so you 
should know what to expect. 

29th January : String Theory (string quartet)   I'm not sure 
at the moment who the actual artists will be but there will 
be two violinists, viola and cello.   They played for us for the 
first time in our last season. 

Concerts start at 12.30pm, with tea and coffee available in 
the hall from 12 noon.   
                         David Lee 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=piano+cartoons&view=detail&id=6B66275A8A97BBF4574DE335A49242D1EB9C1A08&first=121&FORM=IDFRIR
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Church Directory 
A new and updated Church Directory will be 
published in the New Year. Please will you 
check your entry in the current directory and 
let Sheila Brain know if there are changes to 
your details, especially to your email address.  

Table Tennis 

It has been decided not to meet  for Table Tennis 
on Friday 27th December and Friday 3rd January 

Church Choir 
We are looking forward to sharing in the 
Carol Service at 4.00 pm on Sunday 15th 
December and are preparing some special 
carols. 
Our last practice before our winter break will 
be on Friday 13th December. In February there 
will probably be two practices for the World Day of Prayer, 
which will be on Friday 6th March. Regular practices will 
resume on Friday 13th March.         Peter Johnstone 

 

 

The Work Club will be closed on  
Thursday 26 December 

Open again on Thursday 2 January  
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Larder Update 

Demand has increased seriously in 2019; we are seeing 30% 
more people, adding family dependents the "people served" 
has increased 50%.  The present Benefit System  leaves 
people with nothing while the situation is assessed, but 
apart from that there are no clear reasons for the increase.   

Christmas is upon us; as we get immersed in the "magic" of 
an affluent Christmas, let's recall the original Christmas 
story.   Jesus came to join us on earth; his young mother was 
a refugee; the angels who announced his birth came to the 
down-and-outs minding sheep on the hillside, not the great 
and good of society!  Indeed, a child was turned down from 
being a shepherd in a nativity play because he wasn't scruffy 
or smelly enough! (…. just a story!!) 

Christmas is a time when stresses are at their worst for 
many people.  The Larder mainly helps with food but can 
also give some comradeship.  Being hungry is not a good 
place to regain self esteem after troubling events and 
difficult relationships.   

With grateful THANKS to the whole of greater Exmouth, we 
have enough supplies and reserves to support the need ….… 
for the moment!! Please keep donations coming; we need 
the basics.  Corned beef and bread make a better meal than 
mince pies - we do have reserves of beans, soup, pasta and 
tuna but welcome other basics - tinned peas, carrots, tinned 
meat dishes, tinned fruit etc. 

Exmouth Community Larder: www.exmouthlarder.co.uk  
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Submitted by Heather King:  
CHRISTMAS/SACRED   or   CHRIST/MASSACRED  

...Where do you draw the line? 

Allotment Diary 
Our Glenorchy Church plot at Pound Lane is 
now resting for the winter. The polytunnel 
tomato plants have been cleared and the 
outside beds cleared, weeded and dug over. 
There are some winter plantings of “green manure”. There 
has been a good crop of apples this year but, with the trees 
being so exposed to the winds, many apples became 
“fallers” which bruise easily and don’t keep. 
The autumn sown broad beans are showing above ground 
and we look forward to next Spring when the less hardy 
plants can be started off. 
Thanks to all the team who have worked during this season.                          
Peter Johnstone. 

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity  
18th to 25th January 2020 

Unusual Kindness 

The lunchtime prayer meetings at 12.30 pm in various 
churches, which are followed by bread and soup lunches, 
are still being finalised.  

Glenorchy Church will be the host on Thursday 23rd January. 
Holy Trinity Church have agreed to host on Wednesday 22nd 
and Holy Ghost Catholic Church on Friday 24th. 
Peter Johnstone 
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Puzzle Corner 
A Christmas quiz with quotes from familiar Bible readings in 
various translations: 
1. In those days a decree went out from ......  Augustus 

2. When king .... heard this he was troubled 

3. A voice was heard in .....  wailing and loud lamentation, .      
..... weeping for her children 

4. (The one word summarising) and the Word became flesh  
and lived among us 

5. There were .........  abiding in the field 

6. I decided to write an orderly account for you, most 
excellent .......... so that you may know the truth 

7.  after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, .... 
from the East came to Jerusalem 

8. Suddenly a great army of heavenly ...... appeared 

9. There, ahead of them went the .... which they had 
seen in the East 

...and a Happy New Year! 

 

last month, characters from the books of Ruth and Esther: 
Naomi; Obed; Vashti; Esther; Mordecai; Boaz; Elimelech; Ruth 

Andrew was watching his father, a minister, write a sermon for the 
Christmas service. 
'How do you know what to say?' Andrew asked. 'Why, God tells me', 
replied.his father.   ‘Oh - then why do you keep crossing things out?' 



21 

 

DECEMBER 

Sunday 1st 

1st Sunday in Advent 
10.30am Family Service with 
Holy Communion 
Revd Bob Ellis 

Tuesday 3rd 
2pm Film afternoon 

Wednesday 4th  
10am Art Group 
*12.30pm Lunchtime Concert 

Thursday 5th  
9.15am Work Club 

Friday 6th  
3.30pm Choir Practice 
6pm Exmouth Carols in the 
Strand Gardens 
6.30pm Table Tennis 

Saturday 7th  
10am  Coffee Morning 

Sunday 8th  
10.30am Gift Service 
with the Salvation Army 
Revd Peter Brain 

Wednesday 11th 
10am Art Group 
3.30 pm Carol singing  
at Manor Lodge 
7.15pm House Group at  
14 Winchester Drive 

Thursday 12th 
9.15am Work Club 
7pm Elders Meeting 

Friday 13th 
10am Walking Group 
meet at The Saddlers, 
Lympstone 
3.30pm Choir Practice 

6.30pm Table Tennis 

Saturday 14th 
10am Coffee Morning 

Sunday 15th 

10.30am Family Service 
Revd Edward Hulme 
4pm Carol Service 
Revd Peter Brain 
followed by tea 

Monday 16th 

2.30pm Carol singing 
at Rest Haven 

Wednesday 18th 

10am Art Group 
3pm Carol singing 
at Summerleaze 

Thursday 19th 

9.15am  Work Club 
6pm Carol Singing at Tesco 
for Christian Aid 
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DECEMBER 
 

Saturday 21st 

10am Coffee Morning 

Sunday 22nd 

10.30am Family Service 
Revd Richard Gray 

 Wednesday  25th 

10am Christmas Day Service 
Mr Geoff Smith 

Sunday 29th 

10.30am Family Service 
Mrs Carolyn Keep 
 
 
 

Thursday 2nd 

9.15am Work Club 

Saturday 4th 

10am Coffee Morning 

Sunday 5th  
10.30am Family Service 
with Holy Communion 
Revd Michael Diffey 

Tuesday 7th 
2pm Film Club 
 

Wednesday 8th 
10am Art Group 
*12.30pm Lunchtime Concert 
7.15pm House Group at  
14 Winchester Drive 

Thursday 9th 
9.15am Work Club 
7pm Elders Meeting 

Friday 10th 

10am Walking Group  
(to be decided) 

6.30pm Table Tennis 

Saturday 11th 
10am Coffee Morning 

Sunday 12th 

10.30am Family Service 
Revd Edward Hulme 

Tuesday 14th 

2.30pm House Group at 
255 Exeter Road 

Wednesday 15th 

10am Art Group 
*12.30pm Lunchtime Concert 

Thursday 16th 

9.15am  Work Club 

* Tea / coffee served in the hall from 12 noon before concerts 

JANUARY 

JANUARY 
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Friday 17th 
6.30pm  Table Tennis   

Saturday 18th 
10am Coffee Morning 

Sunday 19th 
10.30am Family Service 
Revd Bob Ellis 
11.30am Church Meeting 

Tuesday 21st 

2pm Film Club 

Wednesday 22nd 

10am Art Group 
*12.30pm Lunchtime Concert 

Thursday 23rd 

9.15am  Work Club 
 

JANUARY 

Friday 24th 
6.30pm  Table Tennis   

Saturday 25th 
10am Coffee Morning 

Sunday 26th 

10.30am Family Service 
Revd Peter Brain 

Wednesday 29th 

10am Art Group 
*12.30pm Lunchtime Concert 

Thursday 30th 

9.15am  Work Club 

Friday 31st 
6.30pm  Table Tennis   

 Now we’ll need a baby-sitter for New Year’s Eve 
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Church Secretary: 
Mrs Jenny Newman 
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Exmouth  EX8 2AL 
Tel: 01395 275457 

 
 

Review Magazine: 
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