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Reminder
Notices to be included in the Church Calendar should be
given to the Secretary by the first Sunday of the previous
month.
Notices and announcements for the weekly Bulletin or
notices should be with the Secretary by the previous
Wednesday
The advertisements that appear in the front pages help to
cover the costs of producing the REVIEW. We encourage our
readers to make use of these services, when needed.

Items for the December/January
Review to be sent to the editor by
Friday 22 November. This is a
double issue, so I also need to have
items looking ahead to January,
please.
LIMIT: 250 words per page!
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Reflection
The struggle of faith
Who was Jacob wrestling with?
When Sabrina Groeschel came to lead worship in October,
her sermon focussed on Jacob wrestling through the night
with an unknown figure, who is unable to escape Jacob’s
grip however hard he tries. Jacob demands a blessing
before he will let go—and receives it, along with the new
name of Israel (= ‘one who strives with God’), but at the
same time his hip is put out of joint and he has to limp away
from the encounter. It presents a vivid picture of how the
human race can be in conflict with God as well as seeking
comfort and assurance. Faith can be a struggle—with
ourselves, with God, with the world we see around us.
Where is a God of love in the hell on earth that is Syria?
But was another image that Sabrina shared with us that
stayed in my mind—and I know that others were equally
struck by it. She referred to a lecture given by the American
theologian and preacher Barbara Brown Taylor, author of
“Learning to Walk in the Dark”. Taylor spoke of the elusive
side of God and the times of darkness, struggle, absence and
silence that we may experience with this God. She
described the way in which we so often talk of God as light
and of faith as walking in that light and of the sunny side of
salvation. But Taylor herself lives out in the country on a
remote farm and some nights she goes out onto the veranda
and looks up at the moon.
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Sometimes the moon is full on, like a headlight, and
sometimes it’s just a thin sliver, and sometimes it’s
invisible—hidden by clouds or by an eclipse. Taylor speaks
of a lunar faith, where the light of God may wax and wane
and our sense of the presence of God may ebb and flow.
You see, we cannot turn God on like a tap. We cannot
control the presence of God. And we may experience
seasons when we wonder where God has gone. That is
when fellowship and the faith community are so important
as we allow the faith of others to hold us. The church is
called to be a place where faith is sustained, when for some
God is absent or is part of a struggle.
For Jacob the story does not end with the struggle in the
dark. As he limps away, he gives a name to the place of this
encounter: Peniel, meaning ‘face of God’, for he realises that
in the stranger he has seen God. For us, it is Jesus who gives
the mystery a face and a name - even in the garden, at night.
Sheila Brain
with thanks to Sabrina Groeschel for her sermon text.
“Hospitality”
There is a door to which you have the key,
and you are the sole keeper.
There is a latch no hand can lift but yours.
No ruler, nor warrior, writer, thinker, but only you.
O heart, hurry now,
and welcome your King to sit by the warmth of your fire.
Henri Nouwen
Submitted by Noel Harrower
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Grateful thanks to all who donated and arranged
the flowers in October

From Lyn
October 6th

Donated by Peter Schaessens
In loving memory of his son Bill
Arranged by Lyn Bellamy

October 13th Donated by Val Nuttall
In loving memory of her Dad
Arranged by Jean Curl
October 20th

Donated and arranged by Jenny Newman
In loving memory of family

October 27th

Donated and arranged by Jean Curl
In loving memory of her husband Graham

The flower rota for 2020 is now available. There are still some
dates free if anyone would like to fil them. Please speak to Lyn
Love and congratulations to all who celebrate
an anniversary or birthday in October

Advent Lunch
Tuesday 10th December at the Devoncourt Hotel at 12 noon
Menus are now available and there are a few places
left. Please speak to Lyn if you would like to go.
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News of the Church Family
Audrey Pratt has recovered from her recent fall and is able
to attend church again. Anne Boobyer continues to recover
well from her recent knee operation and hopes to be in
church soon. Unfortunately, Margaret Cumming has had a
fall and broken her hip. Noel Harrower is still very unwell
and cannot get to church as often as he would wish. Please
remember all these friends in your prayers.

Message from Audrey Pratt
To all my friends at Glenorchy
Thankyou all for your Get Well cards, plants and good
wishes following my bad accident at home, when I fell and
fractured my left shoulder and had bruising on my face.
It took six weeks to recover but I feel a lot better now.
With kind regards, Audrey Pratt

The United Reformed Church magazine “Reform” is issued
10 times per year at a cost of £29.50. It is well produced
and has articles, interviews, photographs and news of our
denomination as well as items of topical interest. Anyone
who would like to receive this publication, let me have your
subscription by Monday 11th November, please. Cheques
payable to “Glenorchy URC”.
Ronald Peters
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LUNCHTIME CONCERTS
November—December
6th Beacon Piano Trio: Anna Cockroft (violin) Ruth Lass
(cello) and Joyce Clarke (piano) The “Beacons” have been
coming to us ever since the Lunchtime Concerts began,
although Ruth is the only member who has played with
them from the start. We keep inviting them back as they
are such excellent players and always give us a concert
which is well worthy of support.
13th Bel Canto Singers: This group has not performed for us
before. They are a mixed group of men and women who
usually sing A Capella (unaccompanied) Their conductor,
Alan Boxer is a member of Wood Farm Wind Quintet who
themselves are coming to us on 25th March.
20th Phil Bonser (clarinet) and Dorothy Raven (piano):
This duo are making a welcome return visit. Phil has been
to us quite a few times over the years and is a brilliant
clarinettist whilst Dorothy has been before but not so often
as Phil. She is an accomplished accompanist.
27th Joyce Clarke (piano): This will be a solo piano recital
by Joyce who is also the pianist with the Beacon Piano Trio.
Piano solo is always popular and her programmes always
delight our audience so you shouldn't need much
persuading to come!
4th December: Melanie Mehta and friends: They hope to
sing Benjamin Britten's “A Ceremony of Carols” and also
other items with a Christmas flavour. Melanie again has
sung for us before.
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After this concert there is a break until 8th January when
Nina Leonard-Savicevic will be playing a piano recital.
All are welcome at any of the concerts, with tea and coffee
available in our hall from 12 noon and the concerts starting
at 12.30 for about three quarters of an hour. There is
always a retiring collection with the balance going to a
church project after the artists have been given their
expenses.
David Lee

Film Club
Tuesdays 5th and 19th November
2pm
The November films will be the Alfred Hitchcock thriller
North by Northwest starring Cary Grant and the classic
black and white film Casablanca starring Humphrey Bogart
and Ingrid Bergman.
We hope that many of you will be able to come along to
enjoy these films. They start at 2pm with tea and coffee
when you arrive. A warm welcome to everyone.
Geoff Wilcox

9am at Wine of Araby in the Precinct
Saturday 2nd November
Please ring Ian on 279433 if you’re coming
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Eco Church
Those of you who read the Exmouth Journal regularly will
have seen a recent article about the future of Transition
Exmouth which looked likely to fold prior to its AGM at
Glenorchy in September.
At that AGM several people came forward to be part of the
committee, which has ensured that it can continue. The
new Chair is Nicky Nicholls, who amongst other things has
helped organise the Exmouth Festival and is the wife of
Rev’d Martin Nicholls, a member of our church and the
chaplain at Point-in-View.
Glenorchy is a Corporate Member of Transition Exmouth
and so we have more than a passing interest in its future.
One of the aims of the new committee or ‘umbrella group’ is
to co-ordinate the many eco groups in the town, which of
course includes us.
(There are apparently over 25
independent groups in the town each making a stand for the
environment.) This ties in very well with our involvement
with the Eco Church scheme since one of its four sections is
“Community and Global Engagement”.
A number of us can also see a need for a specific Christian
‘eco presence’ in Exmouth. Point-in-View is an Eco Church
and at least one of the other denominations in the town is
considering becoming one. Over the next few months we
will be exploring how churches and individual Christians can
be brought together, both from an awareness angle and as a
witness, showing those outside the churches we are on the
same side. If you have any thoughts or ideas on this please
do let me or one of the other Eco Church Steering Group
members know.
Geoff Smith
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continued…..
Coincidentally, just after submitting this article, I received an
email from Transition Exmouth inviting anyone who wishes
to attend a meeting at Marpool School on 7th November at
6pm with the topic: “We are in a Climate Emergency”
But what does that actually mean for us in Exmouth?
What is going to change to move us all towards a zero
carbon future? How can we be a part of this movement?”
Further information about the meeting and how to register
is on the Eco Church noticeboard in the vestibule.

Thursday 7th November 6—9 pm
Marpool School Hall

13

Walking Group

: Friday 8th November

We shall meet for coffee in the car park of the
Blue Ball at Sidford (A 3052). When refreshed
we will walk along the river Sid before returning
to the Blue Ball for lunch at 12.30.
The advantage of this walk is that it is flat but in view of the
unsettled weather sturdy footwear is advised. We shall
aim to reach the outskirts of Sidmouth but if you wish to
shorten the walk you may return to the car park at any
time. Please sign up as usual on the noticeboard in the Hall
Brian Chapman

Christian Response to Eastern Europe.
The Warehouse will be open on Wednesday 4th November
and Saturday 16th. Jenny is available to collect any clothing
and bedding in good condition. The Warehouse will also be
open on Wednesday 27th November 10am for a final delivery
of Shoe Boxes. The Christmas lorry usually goes out during
the first week of December. Thank you for your continued
support.
Jenny Newman

Bible Society Christmas Fayre
Saturday 30th November
Glenorchy Hall at 10am
There will be the usual stalls with Gifts and other useful
items. Cookies Corner has a large stock of marmalade, jam
and chutney, and there will be cakes and savouries.
Coffee or tea with a cheese scone or mince pie £1.00.
All proceeds for Bible Society projects
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A Gift for a Child.
Sunday 8th December
For our Gift Service we will once again be joined by our
friends from the Salvation Army. Brand new gifts suitable for
children from birth to five years old will be welcome. Please
do not wrap them. Donations of wrapping paper and gift
cards will be appreciated. A box for your donations will be in
the Vestibule from Sunday 17th November. Thanking you in
anticipation of your usual generous response.

Postcards Please !
Just a reminder that the Mission Committee is collecting
used postcards (all sorts) to forward to Mission Aviation
Fellowship (MAF). Please put them in the box in the
vestibule which is emptied when full and delivered to them.
So don't throw away those cards!
At the autumn Mission Sunday service in
October it was good to hear about 'Homes
that Smile' for which we are also raising funds
this year. Becky painted a vivid picture for us
of the important programme of activities that they run to
support families who may be struggling in all sorts of ways.
If you were not able to bring your mission box to the service,
there is still time to hand it to David Lee if you wish to do so.
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Poppies for Remembrance

Once again we have white poppies for sale at church,
thanks to Pam Diffey. There is still some misunderstanding
about the wearing of a white poppy at Remembrance time.
It is not a denial of the sacrifices made by our armed forces
in wartime, but is trying to reinforce the message that we
need to remember all the victims of war, not just soldiers.
Until now, the British Legion has firmly upheld the tradition
of wearing red poppies specifically to remember soldiers
who have died in combat, but this year for the first time
they have bowed to public opinion and the increased
numbers of people wearing the white poppy. They have
issued a statement that their poppies can now be regarded
as including
“all civilians affected by conflict and
terrorism”. This is a great step forward.
However, for many people the white poppy means more
than just remembrance. It also symbolises the belief that
there are alternative ways to resolve conflicts than killing
strangers and claiming victory. it stands alongside the red
poppy as a memorial of the cruel sacrifice of war and a
reminder that there must be a better way. So please
continue to wear it, either alone or together with the red.
Sheila Brain
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Feeling stressed but no time to pause?
Need exercise but can’t leave your chair?
We now have a Chair Yoga group meeting at Glenorchy and
the leader, India Laurence-Othen, would like to invite anyone
interested to come along to join them on Monday mornings.
Give it a try at a reduced fee.

Breathe, Stretch and Relax is a great way to loosen your stiff
joints and increase flexibility no matter what age you are.
We work on a chair, seated for most of the session, which
helps support your body and enables you
to move more freely. The movements are
slow, gentle and deceptively simple but
are of great benefit to your body.
Mondays, 9.30am-10.45am
Your first session for £3 to see if it suits you.
Then £5 per session.
Please note: There will be no class on Monday, 4th November

Old Chinese Proverb
If there is light in the soul, there will be beauty in the person.
If there is beauty in the person, there will be harmony in the house.
If there is harmony in the house, there will be order in the nation.
If there is order in the nation, there will be peace in the world.
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Bevington & Sons
Victorian Organ Builders
Probably the name of this firm
will be unknown to everyone in
the church, but everyone will
have heard what it was they
manufactured – our organ.
The firm was founded by Henry Bevington in Soho, London
in about 1820 and continued until 1950. During this time
they built just over 2100 organs. After Henry Bevington's
death in 1839 the firm was carried on by his four sons,
Henry, Alfred, Martin and Charles and was continued by
subsequent generations. They not only built organs in
Great Britain but also exported them to Australia, New
Zealand, the Caribbean, USA and other places. Just imagine
exporting an organ to Australia when the only method of
doing so was a sailing ship. Such a journey would take
about four months.
Long before IKEA they sent their
organs abroad in flat pack!
Every part was carefully
labelled and colour coded. On arrival the organ would be
assembled by a local craftsman following the very detailed
instructions.
Most of their organs were comparatively
small. I believe the largest organ they built was a three
manual (keyboard) for St. Martin's-in-the-Fields, London.
Omega and Alpha He! Let the organ thunder,
while the choir with peals of glee doth rend the air asunder.
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Our organ was built in 1883 for Marylebone Presbyterian
Church, London and was a two manual instrument of 19
speaking stops. That church then wanted a larger organ and
had a new organ built by Hele's of Plymouth in 1898.
Glenorchy bought this organ the same year and part of the
front wall of the church was removed to create the organ
chamber to accommodate it. Subsequently more stops have
been added and it now has 30 speaking stops. These are
what the organist uses to control the sound coming from the
individual pipes. Altogether, our organ has just under 1400
pipes.
I learnt some of this information from a book I recently
bought about the Bevington family and their organs. I don't
think I've ever read such a discursive book! Every time a
person or firm which the Bevingtons had contact with
there's an account of their life.
David Lee

Q: What do you get if you drop an organ on an army base?
A: A flat major
Q: What do you get if you drop an organ down a mine shaft?
A: A flat minor
Q: What’s the difference between God and an organist?
A: God doesn’t think he’s an organist….
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What is a defibrillator and how do we use it?
We are now actively fund-raising to provide our own
defibrillator on the premises, for use in case of emergency
at any of our events. A lot of people use Glenorchy,
especially older people and it is as well to be prepared. But
who can use it if anything happens?

You don’t need to be trained – anyone can use one.
If you see some-one who has collapsed you need to act
straight away. If the person is not breathing and their heart
appears to have stopped, you or someone nearby needs to
call 999 and say this is a suspected cardiac arrest.
Fetch the defibrillator and take it out of its bag/box.
To help someone in cardiac arrest effectively, a defibrillator
needs to be found as quickly as possible. For every minute it
takes for the defibrillator to reach someone and deliver a
shock, their chances of survival reduce by up to 10%.
Lay the casualty on the floor and start CPR (rescue breaths
and chest compressions) as soon as possible. There will be
another article about this in a later Review
Turn on the defibrillator and follow the instructions. There
will be clear instructions about how and where to stick the
pads on the casualty’s chest. It then assesses the heart
rhythm and will only deliver a shock if it’s needed.
You cannot deliver a shock accidentally.
If the machine detects a heartbeat it will give you further
instructions about what to do next. Or, you will get other
instructions if the heart has been shocked.
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Please help us raise the necessary funds.
We can have one on loan for four years
from the Ambulance Service at a cost of
£1800 (including maintenance). We are
already almost half-way to the target, and
further donations or fund-raising ideas
would be most welcome.
Please put donations in an envelope marked “defibrillator
fund” and give it to one of the Elders or put it in the offertory
on Sunday. Thank you for your support.
Sheila Johnstone

A message from Noel Harrower
It is with regret that Noel feels unable to continue with his regular
prayer page, due to the increasing ill-health which is limiting his
activity. However he would still like to share some occasional
devotional contributions, taken mostly from books of Celtic
spirituality which he finds inspirational. We already had one on
page 7 and here is another, taken from “Hebridean Altars”.
Both seemed to fit in with the theme of this month’s “Reflection”.
“In Obedience”
When the shadows fall on hill and glen and the bird-music is mute;
when the silken dark is a friend and when river sings to the stars:
ask yourself, sister, ask yourself, brother.
the question you alone have power to answer:
O King and Saviour of all, what is thy gift to me?
and do I use it to Thy pleasing?
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NOVEMBER
Friday 1st
3.30pm Choir Practice
6.30pm Table Tennis
Saturday 2nd
10am Coffee Morning
Sunday 3rd
10.30am Family Service with
Holy Communion
Revd Peter Brain
Tuesday 5th
2pm Film afternoon
Wednesday 6th
10am Art Group
*12.30pm Lunchtime Concert
Thursday 7th
9.15am Work Club

Tuesday 12th
2.30pm House Group at
255 Exeter Road.
Wednesday 13th
10am Art Group
*12.30pm Lunchtime Concert
7.15pm House Group at
14 Winchester Drive
Thursday 14th
9.15am Work Club
7pm Elders Meeting
Friday 15th
3.30pm Choir Practice
6.30pm Table Tennis
Saturday 16th
10am Coffee Morning
Sunday 17th
10.30am Family Service
Mr Jonathan Oliviero
Synod Pastoral Advisor
11.30 Church Meeting
Tuesday 19th
2pm Film afternoon
Wednesday 20th
10am Art Group
*12.30pm Lunchtime Concert

Friday 8th
10am Walking group
meet at Blue Ball Sidford
3.30pm Choir Practice
6.30pm Table Tennis
Saturday 9th
10am Coffee Morning
Sunday 10th
10.30am Remembrance Sunday
Family Service
Revd Bob Ellis

* Tea / coffee served in the hall from 12 noon before concerts
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NOVEMBER

Thursday 21st
9.15am Work Club
Friday 22nd
3.30pm Choir Practice
6.30pm Table Tennis
Saturday 23rd
10am Coffee Morning
Sunday 24th
10.30am Family Service
Revd Peter Brain
Wednesday 27th
10am Art Group
*12.30pm Lunchtime Concert

Thursday 28th
9.15am Work Club
Friday 29th
3.30pm Choir Practice
No Table Tennis
Saturday 30th
10am Bible Society Christmas
Fayre. Stalls and refreshments
Sunday 1st December
Family Service with
Holy Communion
Revd Bob Ellis

Puzzle Corner
A November Bible quiz based on two story books in the Old
Testament (the only books named after women*)
Great-great-grandmother-in-law of King David
Grandfather of King David
Queen married to Ahasuerus at the beginning of the story
Queen who replaces the previous wife*
Cousin and guardian of the new queen
Great-grandfather of King David
Great-great-grandfather-in-law of King David
Great-grandmother of King David*
Last month’s powerful characters:
Og; Caesar; Tiberius; Omri; Boaz; Esther; Ramses II
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