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Unit 3, Pound Lane 
Exmouth EX8 4NP 

 

Carpets  :  Vinyls  :  Wood Floors 
 

Free Furniture Removal 

Free Sample Service 

Free Uplift and Disposal 

 

01395 263333 
www.carpetkingexm.com 

 

 

SATS and 11+ Tutor 

ANDREW EMPSON 

Maths and English 

Experienced Primary School 
SATS Teacher 

 
Tel: 07715 363 771 

1andrewempson@gmail.com 
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Items for the June Review should be sent 
to the editor by  Friday 24th May, please. 
 
 
Any outstanding annual reports for the   
2019 Book of Reports: absolute deadline: 
8th May.  Thanks!                                                                    

 

Reminder 
Notices to be included in the Church Calendar should be 
given to the Secretary by the first Sunday of the previous 

month.   
Notices and announcements for the weekly Bulletin or 
notices should  be with the Secretary by the previous 

Wednesday 

The advertisements that appear in the front pages help to 
cover the costs of producing the REVIEW. We encourage our 
readers  to make use of these services, when needed.  
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Life giving faith, defiant hope, 
generous love’ 

Revd Martin John Nicholls 
 
On the mud wall of a small Christian Aid field office in 
Rwanda I noticed the remains of poster. It was faded and 
weathered as it flapped in the hot breeze. The words read:    
“A candle in the darkness is a non-conformist; it says to the 
dark, ‘I beg to differ’.” 
Those words have challenged and inspired me ever since.  

We all experience times when, metaphorically or actually, the 
lights have gone out leaving us lost and bewildered.  Deep 
down, many of us are still afraid of the dark.  

It only takes someone to light one candle flame in a dark 
room for two important things to happen: firstly, every eye 
will turn to the flame, because where there is light there is 
hope; secondly, after only a few moments our eyes will adjust 
and we are able to see around us – not in great detail, but 
enough to make out the obstacles, the people around us, and 
the safe way out. We will feel secure. We will feel 
empowered.  Hope and illumination from just one small 
flame. 
I have seen, with my own eyes, nights of despair, 
hopelessness and pain transformed by the light of love. I 
have stood with Christian Aid partners in some of the poorest 
communities on the planet as they have wept and danced 
and sung with celebration because their hard work, 
courageous campaigning and heartfelt prayers have been 
joined by ours and a future of hope and healing has been 
unveiled for them and their families. 
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One unforgettable day in Senegal, I met Gloria, a mother of 
five girls. She had lost her young husband to cholera and 
had resorted to begging simply to keep her daughters alive. 
She told me that they were found on the street by a 
Christian Aid partner, who gave accommodation and food, 
and trained them in new skills which, in time, allowed all six 
of them to run their own fabric printing business. When I 
met them they were living in their own house, running their  
business and earning a decent living. They served me tea, 
and shared their story with such humility and dignity. As I 
made to leave them Gloria said to me: “You, Martin, you 
are a Christian?” I replied that I was. She said: “I am 
Muslim.” I nodded, so proud that Christian Aid works with 
people of all faiths and none. Gloria continued, “If you are 
Christian, you will understand this – my girls and I have 
tasted resurrection. We were dead, and now we are alive.” 

A devote Muslim woman testifying to her new life – using 
our Christian understanding and terminology to explain the 
hope and healing that she has experienced.  Such is the 
power of love.  
 In a world in which we are warned against the threat of 
others, encouraged to be suspicious of others, such love 
that embraces the poorest is seen as non conformist. It 
screams at our selfishness and fear “I beg to differ”.  

Following Jesus today demands such life giving faith, defiant 
hope, and generous love.     It always has. 

Christian Aid give us the tools to do just that – to live as if 
the Kingdom of God is here, because when we do… it is.      

Revd Martin John Nicholls is minister of the church at Point 
in View 
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Grateful thanks to all who donated and arranged 
the flowers in April, especially for Easter  

April 7th  Donated and arranged by Jenny Newman, 
  in loving memory of  her husband Don 

  
April 14th  Donated by Eileen Veale 
  in loving memory of family. 
  Arranged by Jean Curl 
 

April 21st  Pedestal donated by Mary Blackburn 
Easter Day with thanksgiving. 
 Arranged by Pat Chapman 
 Plants donated by members 
 
April 28th   Donated by Pat Rowden 
 In loving memory of her husband Brian 
 Arranged by Lyn Bellamy 

From Lyn 

Love and congratulations to all who celebrate  
 an anniversary or birthday in May  

Advance Notice:  Advent Lunch  
Tuesday 10th December at the Devoncourt Hotel 

Further details later 
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9am at Wine of Araby in the Precinct 
Saturday 4th May 

Please ring Ian on 279433  if you’re coming 

News of the Church Family 

Message from Jo and Mike Hooper 
Jo and Michael would like to thank the Church for the lovely 
cushion of flowers sent on the occasion of their Diamond 
Anniversary on 30th March 2019.  We also wish to thank all 
those members of the Church who very kindly sent us cards. 
They were very much appreciated.  
  

Eve and Archie Conner had an enjoyable holiday at Netley 
near Southampton and were able to go on some outings in 
the area.   They would like to thank the church very much for 
the lovely flowers they received for their Diamond Wedding 
in March and for the many good wishes from friends.  

Several people have been unwell recently, so please 
remember them in your prayers. Brenda Chanter, Val Racher, 
John  Douglass, Ann Boobyer, Jill Squire,  Jeanette Sampson, 
Joan Fletcher.  Also Bill Elliott who recently had a fall and 
ended up in hospital for a while.  
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Annual Church Meeting 11.30am Sunday 19th May  
Election of Elders 

 
Those church members who receive a printed copy of the 
Review will find enclosed with it your nomination paper for 
the Eldership.   For those members who receive the Review 
by email, a printed nomination paper will be given to you.  

There are three vacancies.  Those retiring are Brian Fisher, 
Sue Tongue and Sheila Johnstone. Sue has now  moved from 
Exmouth and Brian does not wish to stand again, so that he 
can have more time to commit to the task of Treasurer.  We 
are very grateful to Brian for agreeing to carry on this 
important role.  Sheila is eligible for re-election and has 
indicated her willingness to stand.   

Jenny Newman  also has to stand down this year, but is not 
eligible for re-election as she has already served more than 
two terms.   The proposal from the Elders is that she be co-
opted for a further year, in order to continue as Church 
Secretary. Again, we are grateful to Jenny for agreeing to 
continue in this important role.  

Please pray for us to find new Elders, and talk to people 
about this.  There will be a box in the vestibule for your 
nomination paper which should be returned no later than 
Sunday 12th May.  

Mission Committee 

Visit to the Children’s Hospice:  24th June 
Anyone wishing to take the opportunity to visit the hospice, 
please speak to Jenny who has spare seats in her car. 



11 

 

Christian Response to Eastern Europe 

Jenny will be going to the Warehouse on Wednesday 1st May. 
Please contact her if you have any clothing or bedding in good 
condition, and she will collect these on Wednesday 1st after 
10.30am. The next support meeting is on Monday 20th May at 
7.30pm in St Leonard’s Church, Exeter. 

LUNCHTIME CONCERT  

Wednesday May 1st 12.30pm  

This is an extra Charity Concert and will be given by Iryna 
Linytaka (Mezzo-soprano) with Ekaterina Shetliffe (piano). 
They will be performing a programme of Mozart and Rossini.  

The concert will be for Water Aid, a charity which Glenorchy 
has supported in recent years, so I hope you will be generous..

                                          David Lee 

 

Our regular season of concerts is now finished until October. 

However, please note that once again there will be a series 
of lunchtime concerts also on Wednesdays at 12.30pm at 
the Church of St John the Evangelist, Withycombe Raleigh. 
Information leaflets are on the table in the vestibule.  
May 1st   :   David Davies 

May 8th :    Pieces of Eight (from St David’s Singers) 

May 15th:  Angela Ashwin (cello) & Audrey Willliams (piano) 

May 22nd :  String Theory (string quartet) 

May 29th :     to be arranged 

June 5th  :   Audrey Williams (piano) 
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Eco Church 
 It’s great that the solar panels on our 
south-facing church roof are now 
producing electricity and will reduce our 
electricity costs as well as doing our bit 
to help the environment .  This will also help us towards our 
goal of achieving the Eco Church Gold Award.  Thanks to 
Bob Austen and Bob Jones for getting through the 
administrative nightmare which has enabled this to happen! 

At our service on 7th April, Revd Martin Nicholls spoke on 
the passage in Mark’s Gospel where Jesus wept over 
Jerusalem.  He wept because whenever prophets tried to 
reveal the Kingdom of God and tell the truth, the people 
silenced them. Jerusalem had lost the plot. Those in power 
were living as though they’d forgotten who they were, and 
what they had to lose.  Martin said that we are the body of 
Christ today and the world is our Jerusalem.  The greatest 
threat and thus the greatest source of sadness is Climate 
Change. He referred to the climate change campaigns of 
people like Greta Thunberg, the Swedish teenager, “a 
modern-day prophet”, and the schoolchildren around the 
world ‘striking’ to emphasise the gravity and urgency of the 
situation. 
 

Martin also highlighted not just the concern there should be 
about climate change, but the need for action.  At Point-in-
View they have started up their own Eco Church scheme.  
They are keen to recycle and save energy and have begun a 
litter pick in Summer Lane. 
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Through the charity FairShare, they are helping to ensure 
good food is prevented from going to waste, and they are 
writing to the Government and our MP to campaign to get 
things done.  

Noel Harrower e-mailed me after the service to ask whether, 
in response, there is something we could set up, not only 
related to climate change but also into peace-building.  He 
wonders whether the ‘Prayers for Healing’ might be revived 
in some way, embracing prayers both for those who request 
it and prayers for the whole community, possibly involving 
playing quiet recorded music at a mutually agreed time of 
day.  Do let Noel or me know if you have any views on this! 

Finally, on Sunday 26th May, I’ll be leading an Eco Church 
themed service for which we’re hoping to have an outside 
speaker – details later.  
 Geoff Smith 

Allotment Diary 
The first two weeks of April were cold with a 
biting easterly wind. It was sheltered in the 
polytunnel but, even in there, too cold at 
night for plants to grow. When the weather 
warmed up (in the middle of Holy Week) beetroot were 
planted outside and, later in April, this season’s kale and 
some sweet peas. The broad beans which were planted 
earlier are doing well. There are the beginnings of apples 
forming – now about the size of peas! 
Peter Johnstone 
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Walking Group  
May walk: Friday 10th May  

Budleigh Salterton 

For our walk this month we shall meet for ‘coffee from the 
car boot’ at 10am at the Bidmead Community Centre.  This 
is about half-a-mile on the left down Littleham Road from 
Littleham Cross.  We’ll then walk along the route of the 
dismantled railway line between Exmouth and Budleigh 
Salterton past some glorious views of fields and rolling hills 
on either side.  Lunch will be at The Feathers on Budleigh 
High Street.   

Return to Exmouth by bus 157 or 357 from the Town Council 
bus stop (providing a half-hourly service between the two 
services).  It is about a 5-minute walk from the bus stop just 
past the Salterton Road Tesco to the Bidmead Centre.     
Further details as usual on the sign-up sheet in the hall. 
Geoff Smith 

Church Choir 

In the morning service on Good Friday the 
choir sang “God so loved the World” by John 
Stainer. On Easter Sunday morning we sang a 
spiritual “Were you there when they crucified my Lord?”   
and “Led like a lamb to the slaughter” by Graham Kendrick. 

Choir practices are continuing at 3.30 pm on Fridays after 
Easter. We hope to sing an anthem at the “Eco service” on 
Sunday morning 26th May and also on a Sunday in June.      
If you enjoy singing, please come and join us. 
         Peter Johnstone. 
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Can you be a collector this 

year?  

Once again Christian Aid Week comes round in May and 
runs from  the 12th to the 18th.  The Committee no longer 
arranges a united evening service as support has dwindled.   
Instead the local churches which support Christian Aid are 
asked to focus on it on Sunday 12th at their morning service.    

We urgently need people who are willing to help with the 
door-to-door collection which is the charity's main fund 
raising event and brings in millions of pounds nationally.   
COULD YOU HELP IN THIS?   Do have a word with me if you 
can.   As many roads in the town aren't covered envelopes 
will be placed on the chairs for your gifts which can then be 
returned the following week through the church offertory. 
David Lee 

Christian Aid Coffee Morning with stalls  
Saturday 18th May  :  9.45 to 11.45 

Glenorchy Hall  

Mission Committee Concert 
Saturday 18th May at 7pm 

 
Concert by the Budleigh Salterton Ladies Choir, with Musical 
Director Nicky Perry and accompanist Mark Perry. Tickets 
£7.00, including refreshments, available from members of 
the Mission Committee, in aid of our three Mission Charities  
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Noel’s Prayer Page 
THE IMPORTANCE OF PRAYER 

One of the saddest things about the busy world we live in is 
that regular prayer gets crowded out. The media and 
advertising dominates so much of our thinking. It is so noisy 
and melodramatic these days that my wife and I can’t enjoy 
going to the cinema any more. The adverts hit us in the face. 
Perhaps even worse is the subliminal advertising that gets 
under the skin and affects our every day thinking. Years ago I 
read about this possible future in a wonderfully predictive 
book called “The Hidden Persuaders.” They surround us now 
all the time and secretly influence behaviour.  

When I was a child we said prayers in the air raid shelter 
constructed under the stairs.   The area had formerly been a 
pantry with a brick coal shed behind it. My brother and I 
were snug in sleeping bags on the floor and my mother led 
the prayers sitting on a stool by the door into the kitchen. In 
the simple mind of a seven-year-old, I believed these prayers 
prevented the bombs falling on us. I did not question why 
others were hit, but it helped us to feel safe and get some 
sleep between the air raids.  As a young adult I rejected 
these childish thoughts and might well have stopped 
praying, but during my National Service I was introduced to 
another kind of worship.   

The Mission to Mediterranean Garrisons was a lively 
evangelical refuge, where I found friendship and an escape 
from the rigours of army life. I was baptised in the waters of 
the Great Bitter Lake at Fayid, and learned to pray 
passionately in small groups of people. I was not sure about 
all this, but it made life bearable.  .  
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I tried the Anglican church when I was working in the 
Careers Advisory Service in Solihull, but I was not keen on 
all their rites, and had growing doubts. After several years 
when I rejected church going, I came back to praying with 
the help of a United Reformed Church in Nottingham. I 
learned that prayer is a two-way affair. It reaches out to a 
higher source of Love, beyond our understanding, and it 
helps our own mood and behaviour.  

When I joined Glenorchy church I was glad to find that they 
had a Prayers for Healing Group. For a few years before I 
lost my leg I joined this loving circle, that gathered  each 
week to pray for the world we live in, the community in 
Exmouth and for our own church and membership. There is 
a special focus on those in our congregation who request 
prayers. Numbers gathering have fallen over the years, from 
around twelve to four or five now, and there is a question 
about the future of the group. It would be very sad if these 
meetings had to be abandoned. Please pray for the 
Glenorchy Prayer Group, a precious part of our church 
mission. If you would like to come along some time and 
experience it, please contact Jenny Newman. 
 
Loving God, we seek to walk on the path that Jesus taught 
us and prayer is at the very heart of it. Show us a way 
forward for Glenorchy, opening our hearts to support one 
another and strengthening our faith in prayer and action.                     
Amen.                
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Mission Committee Coffee Morning 

The stalls and coffee morning on 13th April did very well, 
raising £227.80 for the three charities we're supporting this 
year – Mission Aviation Fellowship, Little Bridge House 
Children's Hospice (Barnstaple) and Homes that Smile 
(Exmouth).   The total compares very favourably with the 
same event last year which raised £175.59.   Many thanks to 
all those who supported this.      

April Walk: Bradley Woods 
We do not normally have a report back from the Walking 
Group, but the April walk led by Robert Jennings did prove 
to be a little different!  It included a visit to the hidden 
location of the Puritan’s Pit which marks a significant little 
chapter in the history of Congregationalism, when the 
Dissenters  or ”Non-Conformists” were “ejected” from the 
Church of England.  See opposite page (19) for the text. 
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“The Revd William Yeo, born 1st June 1617 and educated Emmanuel 
College, Cambridge, was a Presbyterian clergyman who was 
appointed Rector of Wolborough in 1648 by Oliver Cromwell.  With 
Parliament Passing the Act of Uniformity on 24th August 1662, St 
Bartholomew’s Day, he having strong Puritan values refused to 
acknowledge the Act and was forced out of his church as can be 
seen from an order of Quarter Session*: effectively, Revd Yeo was 
an outlaw. 
The Puritan’s Pit was formed through the collapse of a limestone 
cavern, and being hidden deep in Bradley Woods covered by a 
canopy of elm trees and easily guarded by lookouts, it could not be 
seen from the footpath or riverbank, and the entrance was 
concealed. It thus provided a safe and secret place for Revd Yeo 
and his brave Dissenter congregation to gather by day and night to 
pray and worship.  A bible used for prayer in the Puritan’s Pit by 
Revd Yeo survives to this day, and when held in the palm of the 
hands naturally falls open to Jeremiah Chapter 15: “I will deliver thee 
out of the hand of the wicked, and I will redeem thee out of the hand 
of the terrible.” 
With the Declaration of Indulgence by Charles II on 15th March 1672, 
Revd Yeo was free to preach in Newton Abbot again, but his and the 
congregation’s situation did not really improve until the passing of 
the Act of Toleration on 24th May 1689 during the reign of William 
and Mary.  
It is said that the fifteenth century lectern from the Church of St Mary 
the Virgin Wolborough was hidden for safe keeping somewhere in 
Bradley Woods during the English Civil War of  1642 to 1651.”  

*Note: this offered a reward of 40 shillings to anyone apprehending a 

dissenting minister. 

Photo: Peter Johnstone. 
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Larder Update 
 

 
 
 
Society has changed. In years gone by local neighbours would 
help people in trouble. Nowadays the part that used to be 
played by neighbours is now done by the whole community, 
so a big THANK YOU to the whole of Exmouth for supporting 
the help passed on by the Exmouth Community Larder. 

In the past, saving for a rainy day was normal. Advertising 
now encourages us to use credit cards and loans to acquire 
more and more stuff and so stimulate "the economy". But 
extended borrowing risks a crisis when a steady income is 
disrupted.  This can happen through changes to benefits or to 
family circumstances, or with people for whom everything 
was running well until a sudden injury or illness has left them 
without their expected income, but still with long term 
commitments for TV services, car leases and the like.  

In the week when the Notre Dame in Paris burns down after 
850 years, we are all reminded that things which seem 
permanent can suddenly disappear. 

There was record demand at the Community Larder in March.  
We do have lots of beans, soup, pasta and tuna which are 
always popular donations - but we also need tinned fruit, rice 
pudding or custard, pasta sauce, long life milk and tinned 
meat dishes.    

Now in our seventh year, we have a good team of volunteers  
on Mondays and another good team on Fridays.  However, 
new volunteers are very welcome, otherwise the average age 
will get older and older….and older  

                           Exmouth Community Larder  
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 What is the Holy 
Spirit  

and what is it saying 
to us?  

 

 You are invited to a series of 4 evenings of inter-
denominational talks and discussion in Pentecost.  

 
VENUE:  

Trinity Hall at Holy Trinity Church on Rolle Street  
 

Each evening:  
Tea/coffee from 7.15 pm.  

 Half-hour talk starts at 7.30 pm.  

Discussion and reflection until 9.00 pm.  
 

 
  

Tues 7th May : Revd. Benedict Cambridge  
        (Exmouth coastal churches parish)  

 ‘The Holy Spirit: Jesus, the Apostles and You’  

Tues 14th May : Aran Richardson  (Riverside Church) 
 ‘The Holy Spirit and Me’  

Tues 21st May : Martina Pegler (Community Church)‘  
 ‘Is this you, Holy Spirit?’  

Tues 4th June : John Mannix (Holy Family Parish) 
Is the Holy Spirit for holy people – or for all people? 
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    MAY 

Wednesday 1st 
10am Art Group  
12,30pm Lunchtime Charity 
Concert for Water Aid  
* Coffee from 12 noon 

Thursday 2nd  
9.15am-12.15pm Work Club 

Friday 3rd 
3.30pm Choir Practice 
6.30pm-8.45pm Table Tennis 

Saturday 4th 
10am Coffee Morning 

Sunday 5th 
10.30am Family Service with 
Holy Communion  
Revd Barbara Bennett 

Tuesday 7th 
9am Prayers for Healing 

Wednesday 8th 
10am Art Group 

Thursday 9th  
9.15am-12.15pm Work Club 
7pm Elders Meeting 

Friday 10th   
10am Church Walk  
meet at Bidmead Centre 
3.30pm Choir Practice 
6.30pm-8.45pm Table Tennis 

Saturday 11th 
10am Coffee Morning 

Sunday 12th  
10.30am Family Service  
Revd Michael Diffey 

Tuesday 14th 
9am Prayers for Healing 
2.30pm House Group at  
255 Exeter Road. 

Wednesday 15th  
10am Art Group 
7.15pm House Group at  
14 Winchester Drive 

Thursday 16th  
9.15am-12.15pm Work Club 

Friday 17th  
3.30pm Choir Practice 
6.30pm -8.45pm Table Tennis 

Saturday 18th  
10am Coffee Morning 

7pm Mission Concert by Budleigh 
Salterton Ladies Choir . Tickets 
£7 in aid of Mission Charities 

Sunday 19th  
10.30am Family Service  
Revd Martin Nicholls 
11.30am Annual Church Meeting 
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MAY 

Tuesday 21st  
9am Prayers for Healing 

Wednesday 22nd 
10am Art Group 

Thursday 23rd 
9.15am-12.15pm Work Club 

Friday 24th  
3.30pm Choir Practice 

6.30pm Table Tennis 

Saturday 25th  
10am Coffee Morning 

Sunday 26th  
10.30am Family Service 
Mr Geoff Smith  

Tuesday 28th  
9am Prayers for Healing 

Wednesday 29th  
10am Art Group 

Thursday 30th  
9.15am -12.15pm Work Club 

Friday 31st  
3.30pm Choir Practice 
6.30pm -8.45pm Table Tennis 

Saturday 1st June  
10.am Coffee Morning 

Sunday 2nd June 
10.30am Family Service with 
Holy Communion  
Revd Peter Brain. 

PUZZLE CORNER 
For all the saints ... 
Patron saint of England (and Palestine) 
Writer of two New Testament books 
Patron saint of homeless people 
Secret gift-giver 
Remembered in Grasmere parish church 
Patron saint of impossible dreams 
Patron saint of travellers 
Early pilgrim to Jerusalem and Bethlehem 
Saint active in Exmouth? 
 
April singers:  Peter Gabriel; John Lennon; Sheena Easton; Randy Newman;  
Roy Orbison; Cliff Richard; Leonard Cohen; Buddy Holly;  Will Young 
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Glenorchy United Reformed Church 
 

Minister 
 
 
 
 

Church Secretary: 
Mrs Jenny Newman 

6 Adelaide Court 
Louisa Place 

Exmouth  EX8 2AL 
Tel: 01395 275457 

 
 

Review Magazine: 
Mrs Sheila Brain 

42 Lovelace Crescent 
Exmouth  EX8 3PR 
Tel: 01395 279937 

sheila@sheilabrain.com 
 
 

 Church Website:  
www.glenorchychurch.org.uk 

 


